Convieniant Christianity       v16n11
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, sometimes, maybe, or only when we 

want it to? By your words you will be justified, by your words you will be condemned, 

sometimes, maybe, only when we want it to?
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever would believe in him should not perish, sometimes, maybe, only when we feel like it? Is this what has become of the church today?  Just because we have not been taught, or believe what the Bible has to say to be true does not make God's Word without effect.  Does this make it right?

We say "amen" to all of these things that we hear preached, but never take the time to check out what we have said "amen" to.  It does not make any difference to us, who taught it or who spoke it, never taking the time to see what Gods' Word has to say about it.
Yet, how many of us would take our finger, shake it in God's face, and tell Him that it does not matter what His Word says?
This in reality is what we are doing, when we do not take the time to study to show ourselves approved unto God!  We will study to get approval from everyone but God.  Is it any wonder that the Church is in such disarray today?  Is it a big surprise, for they allowed it to happen by becoming lazy in hearing what God has to say in His Word.  Yet, we will listen to anyone else who comes along, and speaks what we want to hear.
Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks, sometimes, maybe, only when we want it to?  It does not matter how we believe, God's Word works. It is up to us whether it is for us or against us, the choice that we will make.  Is it any wonder, that when we are in the midst of our troubles, we cannot figure out why God has abandoned us.
If God has done everything possible and necessary for us to obtain salvation, and we know that God is constant and true, and that He cannot lie; then when there are problems and things are not headed in the right direction, where is the problem?  Is it on our end, or on God's end?  Do you know for sure?  Are you even concerned?
This is what we might call convenient Christianity. It operates at our comfort level, where we feel least threatened.  If we ride the fence, we will not have to pick sides. (Choose you this day who you will serve).  We can bend whichever way the wind is blowing, no sense offending anyone.
Jesus Christ said, that wide is the path that leads to destruction, and that it is a well used path.  Narrow and straight is the path into His kingdom and there are not many on it, it is lightly traveled.
When He talked, people listened, but not many obeyed!  Many were offended, and went back to their old ways.  They listened to what He had to say, but they preferred the comfort zone.
This is what happens, when we hear things taught that we do not understand, and yet do not take the time to search God's Word to see if it lines up with God's Word.  If it challenges us, or makes it uncomfortable, we dismiss it as false teachings, or someone teaching in the wrong spirit.  We find all kinds of excuses, reasons to dismiss God's instruction.  This is why the Word says, that we are to study to show ourselves approved unto God!  Do you take the time to see if what you have heard lines up with God's Word.  We are not to operate on hearsay evidence.  Our only concern should be to please the Father.  This is how Jesus Christ was able to go to the cross.  He only wanted to please the Father.  The apostles did not want Him to die; who would lead 

them?  Who would do the mighty works?

These signs shall follow them that believe!  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.  When we serve God, and obey His Word, these signs will follow us, they will bring up the rear guard.  If we are looking for the signs and wonders, we are going the wrong direction.  Where will we be headed?
What is a convenience store?  It is a place that you stop at to expedite the time.  Whether you are on your way home or just want something on the spur of the moment.  They have a limited selection of things, and are usually over priced.  They are usually a poor substitute for what we really need.  To get what we really need, at the proper price, we would have to go out of our comfort zone, waste our time that we could be using to do the things that please us.
Now think about that.  This is the way that we treat God's Word.  We will stop where it is convenient, rather then to go where it would do us some spiritual good, giving us the proper nourishment.

Obedience is better than sacrifice.  This is why for us as Christians we need to avoid falling into the comfort zone.  John, in the book of Revelation, is very specific about becoming lukewarm.
This is why it is so important to study to show ourselves approved unto God.  This is the only way that our zeal can be victorious over the traditions, rites, and various other things that are used to keep people in captivity.  These are the things that dominate the churches today.  Thus, we become more interested in what makes us feel good, rather than what makes us good.
Jesus Christ said, that if they persecuted Him, they would persecute us.  Are we better than the Master?  We feel that when we are serving God, that there should not be any problems nor any resistance.  We are told , that if we make waves, or cause a stir, that we are troublemakers.  We are told that we are not welcome unless we conform to their rules and guidelines.  Why?  They want to stay in their comfort zone.  They want their security, so…don't rock the boat.
If this is the case, Jesus Christ was, and still is a boat rocker.  He went against the religious leaders of the day.  He challenged their comfort zone, and they did not like it when the heat was applied.  They did what they could to silence Him.  Eventually, they even killed him.  Guess what?  His Word goes on and on and on!
Will you step out of the comfort zone?  Will you get to know His Word well enough to be a threat to Satan's kingdom?
Serving God is not a convenience, but rather a commitment.
That you may know Him 
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