Monday, May 2, 2011

Two Many

Mark 12:29-31 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: (30) And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.  (KJV)

As we are going to see throughout the Word this week that our Lord desires for us to stay in a single frame of mind and heart, while anything outside that number is two many. In fact we will see also why our Lord made the statement that many are truly called of God, however, only a few really answer in the way that He intended for them to.
 
Romans 15:5-6 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: (6) That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

I can assure the Church that all those other denominations that man has dreamed up did not come from the mind of Christ but rather a fallen mankind who wasn’t minding our Lord. Could you imagine what this world would be like if everyone was likeminded in agreement with Christ Jesus? Sure would be a lot better than the alternative that we are surrounded with in this fallen world. Hey how about the so called church, talk about a bunch of double minded people who say one thing and do another, what’s that all about?
 
Philippians 1:26-27 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again. (27) Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; (KJV)

Hey here’s a personal question that you need to ask yourself, what is your life really like once you step out of your local church and back out and about? Paul would get the people motivated and encouraged in their walk, but his main concern was for them to stand fast and not be so easily swayed by others.
 
Philippians 2:1-3 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, (2) Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. (3) Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. (KJV)

Really, did you think Christianity was some kind of contest with a crown awarded to those that are first? Actually our Lord’s realm is just the opposite, because with the right frame of mind by putting yourself last it actually puts you in first place with God, while those that put themselves first never last.
 
Philippians 2:5-7 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: (7) But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

Being equal with God meant that Jesus Christ of Nazareth was in agreement with the word of God, and knew the power and authority available and what could manifest by holding fast and not wavering. Are you in agreement with God today, being likeminded and of one accord with one mind to serve Him?
