<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time to gather together in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. We thank you for this new server that you have provided for us, that we can come together to share this bread of life, your Word. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us; and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 

<opentext> Now one thing that we have to remember, is that these things that we are to be thinking on...are to be pleasing unto who______?

<at-peace> Father

<mizpah> Father

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Definition for lovely…4375  prosphiles- acceptable, pleasing.  Things that may be lovely to us...are not necessarily to pleasing to Father, for we know those that please the flesh...cannot please God!

<opentext> Ps 19:14, Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. (KJV)

<opentext> Would that verse be saying the same thing??

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Yes...for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks,  and it can only be acceptable, if we are operating in and on His strength...not ours.

<opentext> Prov 10:32, The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: but the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness. (KJV)

<opentext> for our righteousness is of ______?

<mizpah> filthy rags

<mizpah> It is of Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Amazing how one little word, can change the whole meaning of a verse.

<mizpah> yep

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> What does froward mean??

<opentext> 8419  tahpukah (tah-poo-kaw');

<opentext> from 2015; a perversity or fraud: 

<opentext> KJV-- (very) froward (-ness, thing), perverse thing.

<opentext> In other words...a lie.

<opentext> Prov 21:3, To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. (KJV)

<opentext> When was a sacrifice necessary in the OT?

<mizpah> When anybody sinned.

<at-peace> When they sinned against the Lord.

<opentext> Exactly...so if we stay within  justice and judgment then there is no need for sacrifice.

<opentext> Eccl 12:10, The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we truly seek to find acceptable words in all that we speak?

<mizpah> Mostly when i type them and have the backspace key.

<shama_Ro> lol

<at-peace> Usually we blurt out before we seek the acceptable words.

<opentext> What about in every day conversation?

<at-peace> We are ever learning every day.

<shama_Ro> We often think about what we said, after we said it.

<opentext> Do we keep our word lasso at hand often enough?

<at-peace> Yes, ditto. More often than, i used to.

<mizpah> Pretty close.

<opentext> If we are all supposed to be examples of the believer.....then this verse applies to each and every believer?

<mizpah> Yes, we are, so, yes it does...to everything we say.

<opentext> Isa 49:8, Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; (KJV)

<opentext> When our words are acceptable unto God...then we also are acceptable unto Him.  Now is the accepted time....now is the day of salvation, and salvation means what here in this verse?

<at-peace> Deliverance.

<opentext> 3444  yeshuw` ah-

<opentext> salvation, deliverance 

<opentext> a) welfare, prosperity 

<opentext> b) deliverance 

<opentext> c) salvation (by God) 

<opentext> d) victory

<opentext> Isa 61:1-2, The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn. (KJV)

<opentext> Luke 4:18-19, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Luke 4:20-21 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. (KJV)

<opentext> Would not the Son be very pleasing in Father's eyes?

<mizpah> Yes, He would.

<opentext> Remember...we are talking about things being pleasing unto the Lord?  Jesus Christ was pleasing and obedient, to all that Father asked of Him, and we have to remember who it is that is our strength.

<mizpah> The joy of the Lord is our strength.

<opentext> Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<at-peace> We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

<opentext> Exactly...as we will also see a few verses from now, and in this, we can see what Paul is building to in the book of Philippians.

<opentext> We have to always be mindful of who our source is...it is not anything of ourselves...but it is Christ within us.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are lovely, think on these things. (KJV)

<opentext> So...as we look a little closer at this part of this verse...let me give you a larry paraphrase.  You, the brethren that are yet remaining because you still abide in Christ, and to continue to always be pleasing and acceptable unto God, keep your mind renewed in and on those things that will be pleasing unto God.

<opentext> Luke 4:18-19, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Do we always remember that the Spirit of the Lord is within us?

<mizpah> Most of the time...however...

<at-peace> Yes, but do not always call upon that strength.

<opentext> Since all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are with in Christ...who would the poor be?

<mizpah> The ones that are not abiding in Christ Jesus.

<NowFaithIs> Poor in spirit.

<opentext> Or have not known Christ...

<NowFaithIs> devoid or deprived of spiritual nourishment

<mizpah> So those that have turned away from Christ Jesus is like they went bankrupt.

<opentext> What about the broken hearted...is he talking about those with a poor love life in the flesh?? As in dear abby writers?

<mizpah> In spirit.

<opentext> Matt 21:44  nd whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.

(KJV)

<opentext> When we are convicted by the Word...it does weigh heavy on our hearts...because we have been seeking things other than those that are acceptable to Father.

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<opentext>  Which is your reasonable service.   Also note...it says a living sacrifice.....the spirit man has to be alive...

<mizpah> We keep the spirit alive in us by feeding on the Word and the living waters.

<opentext> Rom 14:17-19, For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)

<opentext> For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God.  And when we are acceptable unto God....then we are able to bring edification to the brethren!!

<NowFaithIs> Till we all come to the unity of the faith.

<opentext> We have to use the Sword as Father intended...not as a hammer.  We have to be moved with the same compassion that Jesus Christ was moved by.

<opentext> Eph 5:9-10, (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Again...note that it says fruit...singular....many say it as fruits of the Spirit....yet the word is singular...fruit of the Spirit.

<NowFaithIs> because there is one seed and One that sows...

<opentext> Gal 5:22-24 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. (KJV)

<opentext> We cannot be picking and choosing which of these we want to operate in our life.....they should all be working.  For it is all an end result of the Spirit of God living and abiding in our life.  Who ever will be great in God's kingdom....must learn to be the servant of all.  As a servant....all the tasks that we are asked to do, are not always pleasing to the flesh, but a servant always obeys their Master

<opentext> or...at least should.

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:5-6, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 

precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. (KJV)

<opentext> a spiritual house...an holy priesthood...we are kings and priests unto....God....

<mizpah> Is the word pure, the same as holy? Or...what does holy mean?

<opentext> 40  hagios (hag'-ee-os);

<opentext> from hagos (an awful thing) [compare 53, 2282]; sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated): 

<opentext> KJV-- (most) holy (one, thing), saint.

<opentext> So, how many of us have a different understanding of what is ....lovely ....to the Lord?

<mizpah> oh, yes

<shama_Ro> yes

<at-peace> I certainly do.

<opentext> Tomorrow...we will cover this section of the verse.....and maybe by the end of this week can finish up verse 8....

<opentext> whatsoever things are of good report.

<opentext> Any questions from today, or things to share??

<mizpah> I want to share something.

<opentext> k

<mizpah> I was saying here in the office, that we become prisoners of Christ Jesus, and then get fed bread and water...the Word and Living Waters. I never saw that before like that.

<NFI-afk> Did a manna on that....those things necessary to sustain life.

<mizpah> In the physical world, it is a complaint, but in the spiritual sense, it is everything we need.

<at-peace> thanks for sharing that miz, never looked at it that way before.

<mizpah> Your welcome, sis.

<shama_Ro> I never realized that fruit was used in the singular, just assumed it was plural!

<opentext> That is because most preachers teach it that way…because that is the way they were taught...and have not taken the time to see what the Word says.

<shama_Ro> So, why singular when there are many components?

<opentext> How many spirits should you have?

<shama_Ro> 1

<opentext> And are we complete or incomplete in Christ?

<shama_Ro> Complete.

<opentext> -kjv eph 4:5 Ephesians 4:5 > One Lord, one faith, one baptism, (KJV)

<NFI-afk> One that sows the One seed giving One fruit.

<opentext> He is the vine...we are the branches.

<NFI-afk> Many members...one body.

<opentext> So, everything that we have and are...is because of the Spirit of Christ.

