<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time to gather together in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. We thank you for this new server that you have provided for us, that we can come together to share this bread of life, your Word. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us; and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Well...for the last 6 weeks...we have been working our way through Paul's letter of encouragement to the Philippians....and this simple letter of exhortation.  The reason that i say simple, is because we have to always remember, that it is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ....not the complexity if it!!

<mizpah> Philippians may be simple, but it filled with a wealth and depth of instruction.

<opentext> If we always keep that in mind as we study the Word...it will keep hearing Father much easier...and keep our thinking out of the way.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 

<opentext> 53  hagnos-  PURE.. 1) exciting reverence, venerable, sacred  2) pure  a) pure from carnality, chaste, modest  b) pure from every fault, immaculate c) clean. It is derived from the base word as follows...

40  hagios (hag'-ee-os);  from hagos: sacred (physically, pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially, consecrated): KJV-- (most) holy (one, thing), saint.

<opentext> We are saved by grace through faith...and we know that faith comes by hearing God's Word...how pure is God's Word??

<mizpah> Totally pure.

<opentext> Ps 12:6, The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 19:8-9, The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 1:17-18 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, (KJV)

<opentext> It is amazing, as we listen to what Paul writes to us, how much of the Old Testament is reflected through his writings, if we but have ears to hear

<opentext> and, if we think on whatever things are pure, and we know that His Word is pure...it also shows us how we should be praying without ceasing...we need to constantly keep our mind renewed by the Word of God.

<opentext> Ps 24:4-5, He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (KJV)

<opentext> All the blessings of the old covenant are still intact...and look at what promises there are in this verse.  What do you think is meant by clean hands in this verse?

<mizpah> Hands that are working for Father...not busy doing evil for satan.

<at-peace> The works that he has done have been unto the Lord…blameless.

<opentext> Very good answers.  Hands that are working to build up Father's kingdom...not our own here...since we are not of this world, because Jesus Christ went to prepare a place for us.

<opentext> Prov 15:26, The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD: but the words of the pure are pleasant words. (KJV)

<at-peace> Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Rom 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 85:8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> How hard is it to keep pure thoughts within our mind?

<mizpah> If we continue in His Word, daily, and pray unceasingly, it isn't difficult at all.

<opentext> There is that little word   ***IF****

<at-peace> Yes, the if.

<opentext> It puts the responsibility right in the middle of our lap.....

<mizpah> Yep, because Father has completed His side of it.

<opentext> Correct...Father has done all that He can.

<at-peace> Work out your *** own *** salvation with fear and trembling.

<opentext> Prov 30:5-6, Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. (KJV)

<opentext> Father's Word is like Raid..the bug killer...and satan's lies are the bugs...God's Word kills the lies dead.

<at-peace> Shield of faith.

<opentext> Eph 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...shall be able to quench ALL. Also note that it is YOU.

<at-peace> We can do all things thru Christ who strengthens us.

<opentext> So often we cry to God....God...why didn't you do something for me??

What more can Father do??

<mizpah> Nothing....it is up to us, now.

<at-peace> Nothing... he has given us all that he has and it is up to us to study and learn that which he has given.

<opentext> Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to (KJV)

<opentext> If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard.  In other words...stand fast in the Word...you have to know your rights and authority through Jesus Christ.

<mizpah> When you have done all you can do to stand. stand.

<at-peace> Exception to what i put up earlier... his kingdom will be eternally ours, only if we continue in His Word of life.

<opentext> Eph 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext>  And having done all, to stand.  How often can we truly say that we have done ALL to stand??

<mizpah> I don't think we do all we can to stand, most of the time.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Mal 1:11, For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. (KJV)

<opentext> How often, when we look at God's Word...do we always think it to be pure...or do we look for loopholes?

<at-peace> I don't look for the loopholes... his word is settled in heaven and there is nothing i can do to change what his instruction is... when i am at fault, i know it.

<mizpah> Yeh, i guess it is, but, if we stop to think about it, we wouldn't want to do that.

<blessed> ?

<opentext> Yes...IF we would stop to hear what we are doing, however, most of the time we react first, and think later.

<NowFaithIs> No one would want to, but we still deal with our flesh nature and putting it in subjection to what we know is right in the spirit.

<mizpah> To go back to the old habits or old ways of doing, before we were saved...but, Father has given us a new direction.

<opentext> Sheryl...when we know the truth, and still go back and do what we know is wrong...are we not in essence looking for a way to escape from God?

<blessed> Going back to our old ways is sin, once we know the truth.

<opentext> Exactly. So then our thoughts were not pure.  We did not keep our mind renewed with the Word...rather we renewed it with things contrary to the Word.

<mizpah> When we don't do what we know God expects of us, or do not put Him first, we are going back to our old ways.

<at-peace> I understand now that Father has enlightened what was said earlier.

<blessed> I couldn't think of this blatant sin as a loophole. Thanks.

<opentext> Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> It may seem blatant...but if we are out of the Word for any period of time, it often times happens without our realizing it until afterward (at least that has been my experience).

<opentext> Exactly michie...since we are looking to please the flesh, our spiritual ears have been closed.

<mizpah> Or we do it, knowing that we are not putting God's desire first and foremost, before anything or anybody else.

<opentext> and they that are in the flesh...cannot please God.

<opentext> To be the children of God, we have to be led by His Spirit.

<NowFaithIs> 1pet 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; (KJV)

<blessed> I guess prayer is essential hear to cover us when we don't recognize old self taking over.

<opentext> Exactly. This is why we have to take the time to renew our mind daily in the Word.

<opentext> Eph 4:22-23 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; (KJV)

<opentext> Col 1:21-22 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  (KJV)

<opentext> Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> I is times like that when one realizes how just a little time out of the Word does hurt us.

<opentext> I we neglected our flesh, like we did the spirit man....most would be in a severe state of malnutrition.

<opentext> Titus 3:5-6 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; (KJV)

<opentext> Not by any works which we have done...and we should all remember what our righteousness is like.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. (KJV)

<mizpah> We can only be renewed day by day as we continue "daily" in His Word.

<opentext> Eph 4:23-24 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly. It can only be through His righteousness and holiness that we stand.

<opentext>  2 cor 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. (KJV)

<opentext> That we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

<shama_Ro> When we let the flesh creep in the way, we lose of focus on Him and so become impure?

<opentext> If we walk in the flesh....and we know that those that are in the flesh cannot please God....what will the end result be?

<shama_Ro> Separation from Him.

<opentext> Each and every person is at a different level of growth...and as such...each ahs different things that they are held accountable for. What might mean death for me...would not necessarily be so for you.  We each know what Father has asked of us...once Father asks us to stop a thing...from there on it becomes sin for us.

<NowFaithIs> Gal 5:24-25 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> So then...we can see the importance of thinking on whatever things are pure...and we know that His Word is pure.  Whatsoever things are lovely....tomorrow we will get into this portion of the verse...any questions or things to share for today??

<Faith_Is> yes. I am a living example right now of what happens when one does not listen to the Spriit but instead selfishly pleases the flesh....when we touch that unclean thing...we poison ourselves and it spreads and makes us miserable...and in some cases can also make others catch that poison if they "touch" us.  (analogy of the poison ivy on my skin)

<mizpah> What is the verse that talks about to him that knoweth it to be wrong, it is a sin?

<opentext> James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. (KJV)

<mizpah>  So, we know that anything that is not in line with the Word is a sin....so, when we do those things, we are looking for loopholes.

<shama_Ro> What do you mean by: ...once Father asks us to stop a thing...(above)????

<opentext> Ro...it is when Father asks us to stop doing something in our life...and then we continue in it...this is where it becomes sin.

<shama_Ro> Ok thanks.

<opentext> So often we have other people telling us what is sin.....but it is never sin until Father deals with us as the individual...that it is sin for us

<mizpah> so, what we know of the Word, and our understanding at that point in .our walk, It's what we are responsible for.

<opentext>  Exactly, miz.

<shama_Ro> So, you mean that what may be sin for one may not be for another??

<opentext> Exactly.

<Faith_Is> What is sin for me today was not necessarily sin for me a year ago.

<at-peace> Yes, because each of us is at a different place within the Word of God.

<opentext> Ro...how would you like Father to hold you responsible for the same things that He does me??

<shama_Ro> no thanks!!

