May 14

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and blessing us with this time to gather together to hear your counsel and wisdom this day. We are ever so grateful for your Son Jesus Christ, who suffered and died that we might have life. And your Holy Spirit who leads us and guides us through your Word, and into all truth. We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that we have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 

<opentext> For one to be true, they have to be continuing in the truth. 

<opentext> John 8:31-32, Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we spend more time thinking about the lies, rather then thinking and meditating in and on the truth?

<mizpah^> I think that is because the lies bother us, so, we concentrate more on them instead of rejoicing in the truth.

<opentext> Ok, let us ask this question then...what is a lie?

<mizpah^> Anything that is not honest...that doesn't line up with the Word of God.

<at-peace> A false statement, or condition that is not in line with the Word of God.

<opentext> Ok....anything that is not of the truth...His Word is truth!!  So it would be anything that is not in line with the Word, and that means that it has to line up 100%...not 80% or 90%....but all the way.  There is no such thing as a half truth.  If it is a half truth...then it is a lie.  We have to remember that we are justified or condemned..by what comes out of our mouth....and by what we stand in agreement with.

<opentext> Amos 3:3  Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

<opentext> For one to continue in the truth, they have to believe God to be true. 

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4, For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> Just because someone does not believe...can they negate God's laws?

<mizpah^> no

<at-peace> no

<blessed> No.  The truth doesn't change just because someone doesn't believe it.

<opentext> God's laws will work ALL the time....regardless of what man thinks.  We have to believe that His Word is true.

<opentext> John 4:23-24,But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<opentext>  Must worship him in spirit and in truth.  Note...there is not a choice here....it has to be under these guidelines...or it will be to no avail.  For the Father  seeketh such to worship him.  Maybe this is why Jesus Christ asked if He would still find faith when He returned?

<opentext> Heb 11:6, But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<opentext> But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is.  In order for us to be honest with God....we have to know and believe the truth....otherwise how can we be honest with and before God?

<opentext> Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> Do you think that there could be a reason for the order of the things or attributes listed here?

<mizpah^> There is always a reason for everything the way God put it.

<opentext>  Think on these things. If these things occupied our mind all of the time....would we stray from the truth?

<mizpah^> never

<at-peace> no

<opentext> It is when we allow things other then these to fill and occupy our mind, that we get off into no-no land.  So, as we can see...we have to come to an understanding first off about the truth, and what it is to be true to God.  Knowing that He is always true to His Word. Whatsoever things are honest,  think on these things. 

<opentext> 4586  semnos (sem-nos'); definition for honest……from 4576; venerable, i.e. honorable: 1) august, venerable, reverend  2) to be venerated for character, honorable  a) used of persons  b) used of deeds.

<opentext> There is but one that can bestow honor of any value on us...who is that?

<mizpah^> Father

<at-peace> Father thru his Son Jesus Christ

<opentext> Eph 4:11-13  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Any person that fits verse 11, will always be doing it that Father may be glorified in the Son....and for no other reason.  For the perfecting for the work of the of the saints,  for the edifying of the body of Christ: For the perfecting of the saints, Till we all come in the unity of the faith.  If we are true to God....we will always put the needs of the body before ourselves.  All of our motives will be to cause others to grow closer to Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> 4586  semnos (sem-nos'); definition for honest……from 4576; venerable, i.e. honorable: 1) august, venerable, reverend  2) to be venerated for character, honorable  a) used of persons  b) used of deeds.

<opentext> It is only as we think and operate this way, that we can be honest....for then we are operating in the character of the example that Jesus Christ set for us.  How often are our motives according to this?

<mizpah^> I guess i don't really think about it...i just do it, because i know that is what Father wants me to do.

<at-peace> We can only be honest and in line with the truth if we allow our minds to be renewed daily in Gods Word..... now faith is... today. Think on these things today!

<opentext> If we are operating in peace within our hearts and minds....then we will be operating in the truth.

<opentext> Philippians 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> If we are operating in that peace and understanding...these things will always be first and foremost in our hearts and on our minds.  If we are straying our wandering...then we have to think on these things.  We have to remember, that Paul in addressing them....was not chastening them, but rather reminding them how and why they were standing...and exhorting them to continue in these things…or...in other words...exhorting them.

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:8-9, Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV)

<opentext> The word grave here in this verse...is the same as the word honest from the Greek, and we have to remember, that one had to be a deacon, before they became and elder or bishop.

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:11, Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. (KJV)

<opentext> The word grave here...is again the smae word for honest.

<mizpah^> That sure don't fit many minister's wives that i know.

<opentext> Well..if we take that a step further.....since we are all priests and ministers unto God....that applies to all, not just the wives of ministers.

<opentext> Titus 2:2, That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. (KJV)

<mizpah^> Since God is not a respecter of persons, than all the qualifications for any position applies to us all.

<opentext> Again...the word grave is the same Greek word as for honest in

Philippians 4:8.  What do you think the word sober means there?

<at-peace> not high minded

<mizpah^> not given to foolish jesting

<opentext> 3524  nephaleos or nephalios-

sober, temperate 

a) abstaining from wine, either entirely or at least from its immoderate use 

b) used of things free from all wine, as vessels, offerings

<opentext> If one looks at the OT...it says that wine and strong drink, are not supposed to pass or touch the lips of a priest.

<opentext> Rev 1:5-6 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 31:4-5 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. (KJV)

<opentext> Titus 2:2, That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. (KJV)

<opentext> In that verse...what do you think aged man means??

<mizpah^> The age of accountability.

<opentext> Note the 2nd def...

<opentext> 4246  presbutes-

<opentext> 1) an old man, an aged man 

<opentext> 2) an ambassador

<at-peace> Mature in the Word/

<mizpah^> The ones that have moved from the battle scarred armor to the ambassador robes.

<opentext> Eph 6:18-20 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

(KJV)

<opentext> That I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: So, then as we can see...to speak the truth, we have to recognize the importance...or honesty, or graveness of the Word or message that Father has asked us to live...that people might see that light within us...and ask of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> Rom 10:14, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? (KJV)

<opentext> BTW...those are the only places in the NT where that word for **honest *** is used… 4586 (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.   (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;   (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.   (KJV)

<opentext> Titus 2:2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.   (KJV) 

<opentext> So today....on whatever things are honest...think on these things!!!!

Whatsoever things are just.  Tomorrow...we will start on this part of the verse.

<opentext> John 5:23-24 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. (KJV)

opentext says Every sermon reveals the preacher's grasp of "the mystery of Christ." If he has no insight into Christ, he has no call to preach. from Robertson's Word Pictures in the NT for eph 3:4.

