<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time to gather together in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. We thank you for this new server that you have provided for us, that we can come together to share this bread of life, your Word. 

<opentext> Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us; and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; 

<opentext> Well...we have spent almost 2 weeks on this verse.......hope you have all got a little something out of this.

<mizpah> yep

<opentext> Today...we are talking about being of a ***good report***

<at-peace> yes very much

<opentext> 2163  euphemos (yoo'-fay-mos); **good report** from 2095 and 5345; well spoken of, i.e. reputable:  KJV-- of good report.

<opentext> note that it is made up of 2 Greek words

<opentext> 2095  eu- 1) to be well off, to fare well, to prosper 2) acting well

<opentext> 5345  pheme (fay'-may); from 5346; a saying, i.e. rumor ("fame"): KJV-- fame.

<opentext> Now, one thing that we have to remember, is that it should be a good report in Father's eyes, not necessarily in the worlds eyes.  If all the world is speaking highly of you...what do you think your report from Father would be?

<mizpah> Not good.

<at-peace> ummm not to good.

<opentext> Prov 15:30-31, The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat. The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise. (KJV)

<opentext> When we sat in school....our grades depended on how the teacher thought we were doing...not our fellow students...correct?

<mizpah> right

<opentext> So why then...are we so busy trying to please man, rather then God, since He is the one that will give us our final grade?

<mizpah> We shouldn't be.  I quit trying to make the grade with the world

when i got saved.

<at-peace> We should not be.

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 89:15-16, Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. (KJV)

<opentext> In His righteousness...we shall be exalted....not ours.

<opentext> Prov 25:25, As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. (KJV)

<opentext> The kingdom of God is a real place...and we have the good news, that Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God, and makes intercession for those that are His.  Now that....brother and sisters, is indeed good news.

<mizpah> yes!

<at-peace> yep

<opentext> Luke 2:10-11, And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:3-10, Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 

<opentext> Giving no offence in any thing.  Note the first on the list??

<opentext> in much patience, 

<mizpah> THAT...yes.

<shama_Ro> :-)

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> What does afflictions mean?

<at-peace> persecution

<shama_Ro> persecutions?

<opentext> 2347  thlipsis-

<opentext> 1) a pressing, a pressing together, pressure 

<opentext> 2) metaphorically, oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

<opentext> Do we get much pressure in being Christians??

<mizpah> A whole bunch.

<opentext> Is the family of God as big as you once thought it was??

<at-peace> no

<mizpah> nope

<opentext> What about necessitites?

<opentext> 318  anagke-

<opentext> 1) necessity, imposed either by the circumstances, or by law of duty regarding to one's advantage, custom, argument 

<opentext> 2) calamity, distress, straits

<opentext> and distresses....

<opentext> 4730  stenochoria-

<opentext> 1) narrowness of place, a narrow place 

<opentext> 2) metaphorically, dire calamity, extreme affliction

<opentext> It is a _____ and _____ path that leads to Father's house!!

<at-peace> strait and narrow

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext>  1 Cor 6:3-10…In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 

<opentext> How many of us would be as steadfast as Paul if we were constantly confronted with all of these things?

<shama_Ro> unfeigned??

<opentext> Definition for unfeigned.

<opentext> 505  anupokritos-

<opentext> unfeigned, undisguised, sincere

<opentext>  hidden agendas...what you see, is what you get.

<shama_Ro> thanks

<opentext> By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 

<opentext> As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

<opentext> Heb 11:1-2, Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report.  (KJV)

<opentext> ror by **faith**...the elders received a good report.

<opentext> 3 Jn 1:12, Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...a good report...of the truth itself!!  How often do we try to obtain a good report, by extolling our own virtues??

<mizpah> umm...sometimes.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue,

<opentext> So then with that...what is virtue??

<mizpah> Knowledgable in the things of God...and applying that knowledge to his/her life.

<opentext> 703  arete- **virtue**  1) a virtuous course of thought, a feeling and action virtue, moral goodness  2) any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:9-10, But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. (KJV)

<opentext> Praises in this verse is the same word as virtue.

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:3-8, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

<opentext> And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue.

<at-peace> Wouldn't it be Fathers virtue within us and not our own virtue?

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

<at-peace> Thought maybe i miss understood the question earlier about our own virtues.

<opentext> What do you think praise means??

<mizpah> Giving glory to Father.

<at-peace> Giving thanks unto Father.

<opentext> 1868  epainos (ep'-ahee-nos);

<opentext> from 1909 and the base of 134; laudation; concretely, a commendable thing: 

<opentext> KJV-- praise.

<opentext> 134  aineo (ahee-neh'-o);

<opentext> from 136; to praise (God): 

<opentext> KJV-- praise.

<at-peace> Remembering who our source is .

<opentext> Exactly....and how much could we praise Father for each day??

<alimb> Glorifing Father through his Son.

<at-peace> It should be through out the day, in everything he has given.

<at-peace> Do all things whole heartedly, unto the Lord.

<opentext> Exactly...when we got up this morning...did we thank Father that we were able to get out of bed on our own?

<at-peace> When we do this... we are praising Father .

<at-peace> yes

<alimb> In all thing's giving thanks and praise unto Father.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> For the first cup of coffee or tea...did you remember to thank him for that?

<at-peace> yes

<shama_Ro> :-x

<alimb> yup

<mizpah> yep

<opentext> Learning to acknowledge God for all of the blessings that we receive each day...or maybe just the big ones??

<mizpah> all

<at-peace> For all blessings... even those that may seem small that we take for granted each and every day.

<opentext> When we learn to  think on these things...or in other words...acknowledge Father for all that He provides each day, we would not be as quick to slip.

<opentext> exactly Charlene

<opentext> In all thy ways acknowledge Him.

<opentext> Prov 3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.> (KJV)

<opentext> Just as when you stop to ask for directions in life.....we should be the same with Father...asking Him for directions, any time that we are unsure.

<opentext> Phil 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

 (KJV)

<opentext> How many of us can make the same statement that Paul does here??? this is what we should be striving for!!

<mizpah> i am working on it, but far from that right now....

<opentext> 1 Cor 10:33  Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 11:1  Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

 (KJV)

<opentext> Ok...your assignment for tomorrow...should you decide to accept it...will be these next 3 verses>>>

<opentext> Phil 4:9-11 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  (KJV)

<opentext> Any questions from today's study, or things to share??

