<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and blessing us with this time to gather together  to hear your counsel and wisdom this day. We are ever so grateful for you Son Jesus Christ, who suffered and died that we might have life, and your Holy Spirit who leads us and guides us through your Word, and into all truth. We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that we have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:7, And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes fail to read that as it is stated...the peace of God

<opentext> if it was our peace...it would be quite different,  but it is Father's peace,  and it passes....all understanding.

<opentext> 5242  huperecho (hoop-er-ekh'-o); def. For passeth…from 5228 and 2192; to hold oneself above, i.e. (figuratively) to excel; participle (as adjective, or neuter as noun) superior, superiority: 1) to have or to hold over one 2) to stand out, to rise above, to overtop a) to be above, to be superior in rank, authority, power; the prominent men, rulers b) to excel, to be superior, to be better than, to surpass. KJV: passeth, better, excellency.

<opentext> to be superior in rank, authority, power; 

<opentext> Also note, that it shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus! It is only as we abide in Christ…that there can be a peace within the heart, which will then cause our mind to fall in line with the Word of God. If there is no peace in the heart, how can one have a restful or peaceful mind?

<NowFaithIs> cannot

<opentext> correct

<NowFaithIs> John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

<opentext> Very good.

<opentext> Eph 3:19-20, And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, (KJV)

<opentext> What is the power that works within you? We all know, or should know, that Christ is the wisdom and power of God. (1Cor. 1:24). .

<NowFaithIs> I was just going to say....isn't peace = rest and our rest is Christ?

<opentext> We can only have rest in our heart and mind...if Christ is settled there.   Remember in the book of Acts, when He instructed the disciples to wait in Jerusalem, until what came upon them?

<at-peace> The Holy Spirit.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> And what else?

<NowFaithIs> oops, the Holy Spirit, Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> Acts 1:4-8, And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?   And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  How often is it, that Father will ask us to wait, and yet we are impatient, we want to start right now? 

<mizpah^> Many times.

<NowFaithIs> dittos

<opentext> We want to show God how much we know, rather then allowing God to teach us His wisdom and knowledge. Have you ever been impatient with Father? 

<at-peace> ditto

<mizpah^> yep

<NowFaithIs> yes, often times

<Ro> yep

<opentext> Have you ever voiced your opinion on how you think things should be done? 

<at-peace> yes and yes

<mizpah^> uh-huh

<opentext> Is there peace and contentment in your life when you act this way? 

<NowFaithIs> Yes, and that peace was definitely not there and things did not go *my* way.

<at-peace> If we are being impatient, the peace is not there.

<at-peace> no

<mizpah^> nope

<opentext> We want Father's peace....we want all that Father has for us....yet most of us think we are at the Burger king drive up window...and want it our way!!!

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:16, For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV).

<opentext> Have you ever instructed God? 

<mizpah^> :-x

<NowFaithIs> Have sure tried!

<opentext> Yet, how often when Father asks things of us, do we balk at what He asks, and think that things should be done differently? 

<mizpah^> At times...don't wanr to count them.

<opentext> To have the mind of Christ, means that we have to be just as He was; and that is to do the things we see Father do, and to speak only the things that we hear the Father speak.

<opentext> Prov 2:10-11, When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: (KJV)

<at-peace> Not our own words.... not our own works.

<opentext> Let me rearrange these verses for you.  When wisdom entereth into thine heart,  Discretion shall preserve thee, knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;  understanding shall keep thee: so, when we allow God's wisdom into our hearts.....as Christ is the wisdom and power of God.  It is then that we are capable of having a renewed mind, that is capable of making choices that are in line with the Word of God.

<opentext> Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:3-5, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

<opentext> Phil 4:7, And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So...as we close out this verse for now....we can see that there is much in this verse....that can cause us to seek and grow in His peace.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<opentext> What does the word ...finally mean??

<NowFaithIs> For the rest that are remaining.

<at-peace> Remaining. Those remaining.

<opentext> Exactly...to those yet remaining...the brethren. To those yet remaining...the brethren...for only those that are yet abiding in Christ can we call the brethren, and not only that.....if we are associating with those that are not yet like minded...what happens to us?

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

<opentext> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed? How often is it that those that are not likeminded can pull us down?

<mizpah^> They usually will if we associate with them long enough.

<NowFaithIs> All the time.

<Ro> often

<opentext> So, then we can see that there is finality to the Word...life or death...no in between.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,

<opentext> True…. 227  alethes- 1) true  2) loving the truth, speaking the truth, truthful

<opentext> John 3:33, He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. (KJV)

<opentext> When we receive Christ as our saviour....we should also receive His testimony as the guide for our life.

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> Everyone remember what reproof is?

<mizpah^> Correction.

<opentext> 5688  elegmos (el-eng-mos');

<opentext> from 1651; found only in 2 Tim. 3:16: conviction (of a sinner), punishment, refutation of error, reproof. 

<opentext> ***. This Greek word was not included in the original Strong's Dictionary but is found in other Greek lexicons. Alphabetically it belongs between Strong's number 1648 and 1649.

<opentext> When we seek the truth of God's Word...it convicts us...or points out where we are out of line. If we are out of line...we are in danger of straying from the straight and narrow path.

<opentext> John 7:18, He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. (KJV)

<opentext> If we are seeking man's admiration...can we still be doing as Father asks?

<mizpah^> nope

<at-peace> nope

<opentext> Titus 2:8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.

<opentext> John 8:14-15, Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, (KJV)

<opentext> .....These are the things that we are to think on. If we think on the things of God...this is truth, and we know that His Word is truth.....then we will have our hearts and minds at peace....at rest with God, and since we know that death and life are in the power of the tongue....it is words of life that we should be thinking on.

<opentext> Rom 3:4, God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> Let God be true, but every man a liar. We have to always side with God...no matter what the physical may say....for if God be for us...who can be against us.

<opentext> I Jn 2:8, Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. (KJV)

<opentext> And the  true light now shineth.  It is only by the truth of God's Word that we can walk in the true light....for even the devil can appear as an angel of light....so it is only by rightly dividing the Word...that we will have no reason to be ashamed before Him.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Note....that it says study to show....thyself....approved unto God.  Often times...we will study to impress others.  Our purpose and goal, should alway be to point others to a closer walk with Father through Jesus Christ. He is the Light...not us....this is why with the truth of God's Word....we can have ***the answer *** for any man that ***asks ** of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> I Jn 2:27, But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> It is His anointing......and it is His Spirit, that will lead us and guide us into all truth...if we listen...for faith comes by hearing, stopping all that we are doing...eliminating all distractions...and giving heed to the counsel of God.  So today...if you want your heart and mind to be at peace with God....think and meditate on what is true...for we know His Word is truth.

<opentext> Phil 4:8 whatsoever things are honest, (KJV)

<opentext> tomorrow...we will cover whatsoever things are honest. See if you can come up with some verses that will add to the study. Also, starting next week....we will go to studies on Mon through Thurs.

