May 12

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the opportunity to gather together, to fellowship in your Word of life.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide as we journey through your Word this day.  We are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:6-7, Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext>  Be careful for nothing; 

<opentext> 3309  merimnao- careful…1) to be anxious, to be troubled with cares 2) to care for, to look out for (a thing) a) to seek to promote one's interests. Worries, distresses….any kind of anxieties.

<opentext> The Word tells us quite clearly.....that we are not to take cares upon us.

<opentext> Phil 4:6, Be careful for nothing; (KJV) No fears!! No worries!! No anxieties!! 

<opentext> Yet...how often do we fear things?

<at-peace> Whenever we take our focus off the Word.

<kenny> Walking by sight and not faith.

<opentext> Also, when we try to handle any  situation  without God.  If God is truly our source, why would He not provide for our every need? Why would we ever doubt that Father will provide all that we have need of??

<mizpah^> If He is our source, we shouldn't worry about needs...or doubt...we should trust in our source...Father.

<at-peace> Because we allow the flesh to get in the way, when we haven't renewed our minds in Gods Word.

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

<opentext> Is this verse only applicable for when we study the Word....or should be a fact every moment of our life?

<mizpah^> All the time 24/7.

<kenny> Every moment.

<blessed> Always!

<at-peace> Every moment.

<opentext> Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

<opentext> But without faith it is impossible to please him:  So living in and by the Word is something that we have to strive for, that we learn to walk by it all the time...not just certain days of the week or year.

<opentext> Phil 4:6-7, Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving .

<opentext> Note...it does not say in some things......but in everything...by prayer and supplication. How many of you think that we have to ask Father 2, 3 or 4 times for everything? 

<mizpah^> i don't.

<at-peace> i don't.

<kenny> i don't.

<opentext> If we have to ask more then once....did we believe that Father heard us the first time?

<mizpah^> no

<kenny> nope

<at-peace> no

<blessed> No

<opentext> One teaching that is very often misrepresented, is the widow woman that went to the unjust judge.  Let's take a look at that portion of scripture for a moment here.

<opentext> Luke 18:2-7, Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man: And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: 

but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 

Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? (KJV)

<opentext> This widow understood her rights and authority as a widow, and went to the judge to be avenged.  How many times does it say that she wnet before this unjust judge?

<mizpah^> once

<at-peace> once

<kenny> once

<opentext> Yet....most people say that she went again and again, and as we can see, there was not much that bothered this judge. However, note this section of the verse… Luke 18:4-5,  but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. (KJV). 

<Seaton> It says that she "troubleth me"

<mizpah^> She troubled him by her one visit and his expectation of more visits to come, if he didn't avenge her.

<opentext> Yes...if the judge did not avenge her....the judge saw that she was going to be a real bother.

<opentext> Exactly, miz.

<opentext> The judge saw that this woman knew her rights, and was not about to be put off. Thus, he said within himself…**lest by her continual coming*** she will weary me. So I might as well avenge her right away and get her out of my hair.

<opentext> Luke 18:7-8, And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? (KJV)

<opentext> First off...we have to recognize that it was an unjust judge....his only real concern was himself.  Yet, because this woman knew here rights and authority....he knew and saw that she could be a real problem, unless he did for her, what was rightly hers.  This is the way we should be when we go boldly before the throne of grace....knowing our rights and authority in Christ.  Yet...very few Christians know their rights and authority as a believer.

<mizpah^> Most never read the Manual to seek out their rights and authority.

<NowFaithIs> And still wonder why they don't "feel" different.  

<opentext> Let's look for a moment, at another passage from the OT.

In this text, we will see where the prophets of Baal were openly challenged by a man of God...and look at what happens.

<opentext> I King 18:25-28, And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us.   But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. (KJV)

<opentext> I King 18:29-30 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't this the way that many are with God....they will cry...shout....dance ...scream...one gets the impression that God is deaf.

<NowFaithIs> Usually all for the purpose of receiving an "experience" in the flesh.

<opentext> How many times do you find Jesus Christ having to ask Father twice? Or maybe scream and shout because Father may be deaf because He is so old? 

<mizpah^> He never did.

<at-peace> never

<kenny> Only asked once and then gave thanks.

<opentext> Have we forgot, that Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow?

<mizpah^> nope

<kenny> no

<at-peace> nope

<opentext> We have many misconceptions of the Word of God, and all because we have listened to man, instead of being taught by the Word of God! 


<opentext> And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? (KJV)

<opentext> Anything that we ask Father...in His name...that will He do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

<opentext> Philippians 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. How often when we go before the throne....are we worried and concerned that Father will hear us?

<NowFaithIs> If we are asking over and over---we are doubting and shouldn't think we will receive anything.

<blessed> Now, this passage makes me think that the time of prayer and supplication is simply for us to renew our minds?

<mizpah^> I know Father hears every word i speak in my heart...and know that He answers prayers.

<NowFaithIs> with thanksgiving

<opentext> Exactly, michie....the double minded man is unstable in all his ways, and can expect to receive ***nothing** from God. Father knows what we have need of ....before we ask....but we have to ask for that which we have need of. We study the Word to renew our minds. Prayer should be fellowship with Father...conversing with Him...and asking for what we have need of this day.

<blessed> Like sitting down with someone to a meal to enjoy? Talk about issues.

<opentext> Not only issues...but talking with Him as the Father that He is.

<blessed> Get a Godly perspective.

<opentext> Father will watch over those that are His. He will hear and answer their prayers. Yet, Jesus Christ asks if there will still be faith when He returns? Could this be since we are so easily swayed by man? That we are quicker to obey man then the Word of God?  Many of our current notions of God...are what has been planted by man...and not the Word of God.  We fail to see how and why Jesus Christ interacted with Father...which He set for us for an example to follow.

<NowFaithIs> Casting all your cares upon Him---out of arms reach.  if they are out of arms reach and we have the peace that surpasses all understanding---there would be no need to bring it up again except to thank Him.

<opentext> Correct.

<opentext> Phil 4:6, but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  (KJV)

<opentext> We thank someone when we have it......this we have to see as being done in the Spirit...since we walk by faith...and not by sight.  As fast as we ask, we should know that we have it...now we just have to **patiently*** wait for the physical realm to catch up with the spiritual realm.  How often forget to thank Father as soon as we ask...or do we kind of wait in the back of our mind to see it happen...first??

<NowFaithIs> lol, yes sometimes...still operating in the way that i do in the physical...in thanking after it is received.

<at-peace> i'm thankful, each time i ask.

<mizpah^> i ask and then thank Him immediately...learned that early on when praying.

<opentext> John 11:41-42  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

(KJV)

<opentext> This is the way that we should always pray...no doubts...no fears...no anxieties....just expecting Father's results.

<opentext> Phil 4:6, but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Absolutely and that is when we will hear Father clearly as well.

<opentext> Note….in everything!! Yet for most of us, we read that as when there are problems or troubles. When there is something that we want!! Do we talk with Father about everything, as the Word directs us to?? How often does prayer proceed all of the decisions or choices that we make?

<NowFaithIs> Oh wow...I just heard something. That is the only way that we can 'be ye holy in all manner of living' is when we take everything before Father in prayer, all manners in our every day life.  How can we be holy if our decisions are not directed by the Holy One?

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> When we walk in the spirit...and enter the presence of God....there is that peace that passes all understanding of the physical. Also, note...that it keeps the heart first...and then the mind....keeping the body in subjection to the spirit.

<opentext> Phil 4:6-7  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So when we look at these verse from now on....hopefully we will see tham in a bit of a different light.

<opentext> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<opentext> Tomorrow morning we will start on this verse...which should be a refresher for most.

<at-peace> Question on yesterdays study. Was there a reason why Paul mentioned Clement specifically in verse 3.

<opentext> The only thing i can share with you at this present time, from what i understand is this...is that Paul was quick to point out those that were of the same mind and Gospel as him....just as he was quick to point out those that preached **another gospel***   This way the people were able to know who was of the same message as he was.  That help Charlene.

<at-peace> Yes, thank you.

<NowFaithIs>  I saw that verse in a new light today as well and I thought I had heard all there was to hear on that!! lol...that is what I get for thinking!

<opentext> lol....you should know better then that by now, michie.

<NowFaithIs> you would think!!!

<NowFaithIs> miz was sharing with me in /notice that it is casting out "care" not "cares" upon Him and I never looked at it that way before...

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

<NowFaithIs> And it went along with what Father was showing me the other day about when we focus on the care of the world our eyes cannot look past it to see Father.  That mountain that isn't brought low because of our eyes being focused on it....and blocking our view and hearing from Father...but as we thank Father and walk by faith...we look beyond that supposed mountain and it is far from view.

