<opentext> Father…we thank you for this opportunity, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us this day, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:18, But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. (KJV)

<opentext> But I have all, and abound:  Do we more often talk about what we don't have...or what we have been blessed with?

<NowFaith> Usually what we don't have, wish we had and say we want.

<opentext> Exactly.....and if we are complete in Christ...why is this??

<mizpah> The flesh wants more and more.

<NowFaith> Because we are for that time, operating in the physical/flesh and not the spirit.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<shama> Focusing on ourselves.

<at-peace> We are not remembering who our source is.

<opentext> We have been raised to be greedy......to want and try to acquire all of the worldly things that we can...this is what society bases success on.

<opentext> Eph 1:3-5, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, (KJV)

<opentext> All....spiritual blessings....and many times we forget that the spiritual is greater then the physical. We need to learn to see through the spiritual eyes...rather then through the physical.  When we look through the physical...this is where envy, strife, divisions and such come from.  If God is our source...why would we ever covet what our neighbor has??

<at-peace> We would not need to.

<mizpah> There is nothing that my neighbor has that i want.

<opentext> Ps 50:10-11 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that our Father created all of this for us...and no good thing will He withhold from us.

<opentext> Gal 3:9, So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. (KJV)

<opentext> We can look back at the OT...and see that Abraham was very blessed indeed. As well as faithful to assist those in dire straits. So, when we are lacking....we need to look in the spiritual mirror, to see if we are still operating in faith, and faith comes how??

<mizpah> …by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

<at-peace> …by hearing... and hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> And without faith...it is _______ to please God??

<mizpah> impossible

<shama> impossible

<at-peace> impossible

<opentext> So, what does that tells us when we are not operating in faith??

<mizpah> We are not pleasing God.

<shama> We cannot please God.

<at-peace> We are not pleasing God.

<opentext> and we have strayed from the straight and narrow path.

<NowFaith> What is that verse? can't serve God and ?? at the same time?

<opentext> mammon

<NowFaith> Yes, thank you.

<opentext> Eph 1:19-20, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, (KJV)

<opentext> According to the working of HIS mighty power.  This is why we get in toruble when we try to do it of our own strength, or...when we tell God we will do it...and He can sit back and take a break.

<opentext> Definition for believe.

4100  pisteuo-

1) to think to be true, to be persuaded of, to credit, to place confidence in 

a) used of the thing believed, 

to credit, to have confidence 

b) in a moral or religious reference 

1) used in the New Testament of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul 

2) to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something: saving faith 

3) mere acknowledgment of some fact or event: intellectual faith 

2) to entrust a thing to one, that is, his fidelity; 

to be intrusted with a thing

<opentext> We here many say that they believe in God.....yet do they really???

do we put our total trust in Father??

<NowFaith> no

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Faith is a fact...that demands an act...and act of confidence from us.

<opentext> Eph 3:16-21, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> According to the riches of his glory.  If He had to go by our value before salvation...then i could see where Father would have problems.  May be able to comprehend.  Most of the time when we pray...we are hoping Father hears us...and hoping that He will answer.  The love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.  That ye might be filled with all  the fulness of God. We have to allow the fulness of God into our lives.........however most are satisfied with a little dab.

<opentext> It is no different then filling the gas tank on your car...you have the choice as to how much fuel that you put into the tank.

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaith> That verse isn't saying that there is anything we are lacking...just that we have to receive all that is there and recognized that we are complete in Him?

<opentext> Exactly.

<NowFaith> ok

<opentext> That is why if we don't know the Word....how can we know what we inherited.

<NowFaith> We cannot.

<opentext> Exod 34:6-7, And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; (KJV)

<opentext> John 10:10, The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. KJV)

<opentext> definition for abundantly.

4053  perissos-

exceeding some number or measure or rank or need 

a) over and above, more than is necessary, superadded 

1) exceeding abundantly, supremely 

2) something further, more, much more than all, more plainly 

b) superior, extraordinary, surpassing, uncommon 

pre-eminence, superiority, advantage, more eminent, more remarkable, more excellent.

<opentext> Jesus Christ came that we might have this abundant life.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9-10, But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

<opentext> The physical man cannot comprehend the things of God, however.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his  Spirit:  This is why we hear Paul say so often for us to walk in the Spirit...and we will not be tempted by the flesh.

<NowFaith> The flesh is contrary to the Spirit.

<opentext> It is hard for us to learn to see through the eyes of the Spirit...since we have been taught the opposite for most of our lives.  The world tells us not to count our chickens before they hatch....and Father asks us to see it as done.  Of course we have to be operating for the good of the body of Christ...not so we can be high on a pedestal.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:12-14, And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> we sometimes forget what manner of man Paul was, before surrendering his life to Christ, and if God could use him the way that He did...what excuse do we have??

<at-peace> none

<shama> none at all

<NowFaith> none

<opentext> Anytime we tell Father that we have been to bad...or any other excuse...we are basically telling Father...that Jesus Christ did not suffer enough to remove what we did wrong.

<opentext> How many have ever used that excuse??

<shama> yep

<NowFaith> I have used others...haven't used that one too much.

<opentext> There is not any sin...that can not be forgiven and covered by the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  This is where we get into blaspheme of the Holy Spirit...when we tell God, that we can't be forgiven.

<big_L> why is that opentext?

<opentext> because the only unforgivable sin...is to deny Father's forgiveness.

<opentext> John 16:8-10 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me;

Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; (KJV)

<opentext> Of sin, because they believe not on me; note....that there is only one sin we can be convicted of. Not believeing on Him.

<big_L>  that is what  blaspheme of the Holy  Ghost means? Not believing?

<opentext> Not believing that He paid the ultimate price.....His life, the price Father exacted for sin. Kathy...yes...not believing in Jesus Christ being the sacrifice that can forgive any sin. Of sin, because they believe not on  me.

Unbelief is the only sin there is no forgiveness for.

<opentext> Heb 13:14-16, For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:18, But I have all, and abound: 

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:3-5, If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> If so be ye have tasted that the  Lord is gracious.

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Each day, we have to remember to present ourself...not anyone else...a living sacrifice unto God.  And we can only be alive if we are operating in Father's forgiveness...otherwise we are dead spiritually.

<NowFaith> wow

<big_L> And if we are dead spiritually then we cannot benefit from the blessings he has for us?

<opentext> That is what Paul is saying in the first part of this verse...that Father has provided all that he has need of...and then acknowledges who Father sent it through.  Kathy...exactly.  This is why we seek Father's forgiveness, as soon as we recognize that we have erred.

<opentext> 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<shama> And accept and believe that he has forgiven us.  Note...Father goes a step further...and cleanses us from all unrighteousness.

<opentext> 2 Cor 9:10-11, Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. (KJV)

<opentext> Luke 8:11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

<opentext> The seed is the  word of God. We hear all kinds of gimmicks on what people say the seed is....but as we can see, or should see, the seed is...the Word of God!!  Which will lead us to this verse for tomorrow.

<opentext> Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions from today...or things to share??

<NowFaith> Mark 4:14 The sower soweth the word. (KJV)

<NowFaith> 1 Pet 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> John 4:37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. (KJV)

<shama> I keep hearing 'walking in the Spirit and  keeping our eyes on Him'....focussing on the Giver firstly, not focussing on the blessings and

gifts.

<opentext> Exactly steph.

<opentext> The blessings are to overtake us. If we are looking for the blessings...we are facing the wrong direction.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> Psalms 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> Surely goodness and mercy ​shall follow me​ all the days of my life:

<opentext> Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> And confirming  the word with​ signs following.​

<shama> lol just what i have been listening to on the tapes today.

<opentext> Isa 58:8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before

thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rear guard.  (KJV)

<shama> wow! For many chase the signs not the Giver of salvation.

<opentext> That is why our eyes need to stay focused in and on the prize.  Exactly steph...if they are looking for signs and wonders...their focus is in the wrong direction.

<shama> If our eyes are on Him then will it follow that we will be walking in the Spirit?

<at-peace> They want to see the results, before they will believe.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> John 20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.


<opentext> Blessed are they that ​have not seen, and yet have believed.​
 Lots of Thomases out there.

<at-peace> yes

<shama> Yeah just chasing after the flesh.

<opentext> Exactly. They base their spirituality, on physical things they have acquired.

<shama> With their own flesh leading them.

<opentext> Yes...they need to feel a tingling in their flesh, before they believe God is working.

<shama> Guess that's where they have no faith to just believe on the Word.

<opentext> It all comes back to the fact, that they have listened to man, rather then take the time to get to know Father's Word.

<at-peace> We are to walk by faith, not by sight.

<opentext> We walk by the Lamp that lights our path...not by what the world says.

<at-peace> Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<shama> So, if the lamp is lighting our path then we should not stray off that path.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Psalms 119:9 > Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. (KJV)

<opentext> John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  (KJV)

<opentext> Psalms 119:133 > Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over me. (KJV)

<shama> If we follow Him keeping our focus totally on Him then we should not stray.

<opentext> Correct steph.

<shama> …and be walking in the Spirit.

<opentext> If our focus is on Him.....we will be walking in the Spirit.

<opentext> Romans 8:8-9 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of

God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)

