<opentext> Father…we thank you for this opportunity, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us this day, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:14, Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. (KJV)

<opentext> 2346  thlibo- affliction; 1) to press (as grapes), to press hard upon 2) a compressed way, narrow straitened, contracted 3) metaphorically, to trouble, to afflict, to distress.

2) a compressed way, narrow straitened, contracted

<opentext> Matt 7:13-14  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)

<opentext> Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which  leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  It constantly amazes me, how people are always given the impression, that once they give their life to God, that their life is going to be ohhh so easy. That they will never have any problems, that their life will be free from persecution. Can anybody tell me where this old wives fable has sprung up at?

<mizpah> From satan...anything to fool the people to get them discouraged.

<opentext> How many of us stop to count ourselves blessed, when these things do arise?

<mizpah> maybe very few

<NowFaith> maybe after the fact!

<at-peace> ummm not always, we tend to take it for granted

<opentext> Matt 5:11-13, Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. (KJV)

<shama> 1 Peter 4:14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. (KJV)

<opentext> It tells us to rejoice in these circumstances...why is that?

<NowFaith> Because if you are rejoicing you are looking to the spiritual and not to the physical circumstances which would cause you NOT to rejoice. Walk in the spirit and not mind the things of the flesh.

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. (KJV)

<opentext> If you are rejoicing in the spirit...then the Lord is your strength

<NowFaith> are you not seeing the victory...seeing the "other side" of the present situation when you do that?

<opentext>  John 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV)

<opentext> Walk in the Spirit...and you shall NOT fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

<opentext> 2 Cor 8:2-4, How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh wants to flounder...when affliction or persecution arises.  Man likes to be exalted....they want to be praised by their fellow man.  Yet...the Lord tells us that we should sit at the lowest seat....so that we can be asked to move up...  Paul constantly put the needs of the Church...far above His own needs.

<opentext> Col 1:24-27, Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

<opentext> Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (KJV)

<opentext> To whom God would  make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (KJV), the hope of glory: (KJV)

<opentext> Which is Christ in you.  Paul was always looking for ***one*** more to share the mystery with...no matter what the cost to him.  Most of us do it when convenient for us.

<opentext> 1Thes 1:6-7, And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. (KJV)

<opentext> Having received the word in much affliction.  Have you ever noticed, that the more of the Word we understand, the narrower the path gets??

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<NowFaith> yes

<NowFaith> And to much is given...much is expected.

<mizpah> absolutely

<at-peace> You see after the changes have taken place in your life and how much of your old thinking has changed for the Lord.

<opentext> What was not sin for us when we first started our pilgrimage home.....now is....and our knowledge of Him should grow each and every day.

<opentext> We can not be come complacent with what we learned yesterday.  We need to keep that thirst and hunger for risghteousness alive each and every day, each and every step of the way.

<opentext> 1Thes 3:3-4, That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, that does not mean that we go out and look for people to persecute us or stone us.....that will happen without our trying, as are examples of the believers…as we are.  And when people laugh at you and make fun of you...don't become a whiney...but rather rejoice.  When you stub your toe...what is usually the first thing out of your mouth?

<at-peace> ouch

<mizpah> ouch!

<shama> ouch

<opentext> Why wasn't it PYL...or by His stripes we have been healed?

<at-peace> In a much whiney voice and a little dance.  Because we are focusing on the physical pain.

<opentext> Unless we learn to do it in the little things, how will it ever carry over to the bigger things like afflictions or persecution?

<NowFaith> true

<opentext> What if the Lord...at the sight of the first nail...had said Father enough of this nonsense....there are not going to be enough that will believe to make this worth my while? Or "this isn't fair, I didn't do anything wrong"

<mizpah> We wouldn't have redemption...the perfect sacrifice and be able to converse with Father.

<at-peace> He would not have been the perfect sacrifice.

<opentext> It is a good thing that the Lord was not looking at numbers.  

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> Yet...how often do we?

<mizpah> Too many times.

<NowFaith> Used to a lot more than now.

<opentext> Stop and think about it...the Lord picked 12 very common men....yet...when the Law returns...it will take 12 X 12000 to proclaim the risen Messiah. We very seldom stop to comprehend the power that truly lies within us.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> II Th 1:4-5, So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: (KJV)

<opentext>  That ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God.

<opentext> James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (KJV)

<opentext> My brethren, count it all joy.  How often do we do this immediately?

<mizpah> Immediately...probably not often.

<at-peace> ditto

<shama> not often enough

<NowFaith> Not always immediately.

<opentext> II Th 1:4-5, So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

<opentext> Note...it does not say some....or when you ***feel*** like it

<opentext> Endure  430  anechomai (an-ekh'-om-ahee);

middle voice from 303 and 2192; to hold oneself up against, i.e. (figuratively) put up with: 

KJV-- bear with, endure, forbear, suffer.

<opentext> Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (KJV)

<opentext> Remember why your are yet remaining...why you are still standing.

<mizpah> Because we abide in Christ Jesus, and we are here to reach one more.

<opentext> Heb 10:33-34, Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for gazingstock.

2301  theatrizo-

1) to bring upon the stage 

2) to set forth as a spectacle, to expose to contempt

<opentext> How many of us like to be made a spectacle of??

<NowFaith> Not too many.

<mizpah> not me

<shama> not me

<at-peace> not me

<blessed> Very difficult.

<opentext> And, usually when we are being persecuted...we take it personally, rather then recognizing, that they are taking it out on you, because they cannot see or hear God.

<opentext> Matt 21:33-35 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise.

But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.

But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance.

And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.  When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen?

<opentext> John 15:20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV)

<opentext> Rev 1:9, I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Wherever we are...that is our island of Patmos.......and this is where we need to let our light so shine...as that one more may ask us of the hope that is in us.  Do not be discouraged when afflictions and persecution arises...but rather recognize Who your strength is....and to hold fast your profession of faith without wavering.

<opentext> monday...we will pick up here.

<opentext> Phil 4:15-16 5Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. (KJV)

<opentext> Any questions or things to share from today?

<NowFaith> There is no way that one can rejoice in sufferings, persecutions, afflictions. no way one can count it all joy immediately...unless one is renewed **continually** in the Word for it to come to mind **first**

<opentext> correct

<blessed> Isn't there a fine line in avoiding persecution and not casting your pearls before the swine?

<opentext> Yes....forcing what we know on others...or waiting to be asked...as well as hearing Father on when to respond.

<`big_L> opentext,  how do you know what is persecution and what is not?

<opentext> Persecution as we are talking about here...is for the Word of God....

Many go out looking for persecution....and then say...see...look at what we are enduring.  Persecution is when we live the Word...and people condemn us for our lifestyle.

<blessed> Thank you, Larry.

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

<opentext> Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<NowFaith> Do ppl umm indirectly condemn you for your lifestyle...with barbs and off remarks to be subtle?

<opentext> Yes. Many do not have the gumption to say it directly.

<NowFaith>  And when they do this...our response should be to count it all joy and rejoice...but how should we respond in return to them? does that depend?

<opentext> Every situation is unique and different...and each and every time we need to hear Father on how, or if we should respond.  There is not **pat** answer for every time.

<NowFaith> Ok I understand.  Right.

<opentext> That help?

<NowFaith> Very much so.  I have found ...that there are certain ppl in my life that when I speak the Word instead of my own words....they almost get offended and angry sounding....these are so called Christians too. I think that sometimes this is our "cue" to return our peace and continue on.

<opentext> These are so called Christians too....does not matter what they claim to be....it is who Father will recognize...those who are represented by the Mediator.

<NowFaith> True. I guess for some reason I am more surprised when they react that way...I already expect it from the unbeliever .

<at-peace> It is sometimes more difficult to share with a so called Christian, than someone who does not know what it is to be a Christian.

<opentext> Yes...because the so called...have the false impression that they are okie doke.

<blessed> Larry, it  would be nice to tell such people that their paws are showing.  (Wolves in sheeps clothing.).

<opentext> We can only speak the words that we hear Father speak...no more...no less.  Before Pilate...Jesus Christ witnesses a good confession...and yet how much did He say?

<blessed> ?

<opentext> Romans 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. (KJV)

<opentext> Mark them..... and avoid them. 

<opentext> 1 Tim 6:13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 27:11-12  And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.  And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. (KJV)

<blessed> That's a tough one for me to follow.  My mouth wants to justify myself.  Jesus Christ did it beautifully.  Leaving it in their hearts to decide what they would believe.

<opentext> Exactly Sheryl...our own words will only get us in trouble....only a fool will answer a fool in their folly.

