<opentext> Father…we thank you for this opportunity, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us this day, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:14, Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. (KJV)

<opentext> 2346  thlibo- affliction; 1) to press (as grapes), to press hard upon 2) a compressed way, narrow straitened, contracted 3) metaphorically, to trouble, to afflict, to distress.

<opentext> Verses like this...we have a tendency to skim over.  We note that it is there...but take little time to hear what is being conveyed.


<opentext> Rom 15:26-27 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. (KJV)


<opentext> 1 Cor 9:10-12, Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?  If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. (KJV)


<opentext> This is a hard area for me to teach on...since i never want the impression to be other then Father is my source.  Paul never made himself a burden on anyone....he always gave as freely as he had received...yet many abused this power.


<opentext> 1 Cor 9:17-19 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.

What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (KJV)


<opentext> In the world...we know that very few people will do anything for you...without making a charge of what they think their time is valued at. Yet Paul...when he could have been burdensome as an apostle.......followed the example of Jesus Christ in looking to Father as his source...rather then exacting anything from the people.


<opentext> Gal 6:6, Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul always had a subtle way of letting the people know what their responsibility was....but never with force or condemnation.


<opentext> Phil 4:14, Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. (KJV)

<opentext> 4790  sugkoinoneo (soong-koy-no-neh'-o);

<opentext> from 4862 and 2841; to share in company with, i.e. co-participate in: 

<opentext> KJV-- communicate (have fellowship) with, be partaker of.

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? (KJV)

<opentext> Since we are not all asked to be in the full time ministry as listed above...this is why Paul did afford them the opportunity to share in what he had been called to do.


<opentext> 1 Tim 6:18-19, That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. (KJV)

<mizpah> Because by giving to the ministry, they became a partaker with the rewards that Paul will receive.

<opentext> Exactly....they became a aprtaker of the ministry that God had called him to.

<opentext> Heb 13:15-16, By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. (KJV)


<opentext> Heb 10:34, For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. (KJV)

<NowFaith> If one cannot partake in the same manner...such as preaching/teaching ...because that is not what they were called to do...they can partake in it by providing for the needs of that minister so that he/she may continue.

<opentext> Exactly, michie .  So then...we can see that part of the verse....but what about the afflictions....what was Paul referring to?

<NowFaith> Afflictions is which verse?


<opentext> Phil 4:14, Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction. (KJV)

<mizpah> They understood the price being paid to deliver the gospel to people.


<mizpah> Their heart felt the burden and pain of the afflictions.


<opentext> They had a better understanding then most....yet, how can we feel, that which we have no first hand knowledge of, unless we are led by the Spirit?

<NowFaith> We cannot.

<mizpah> We wouldn't be able to.

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> Yes, michie

<NowFaith> What I see in that verse...is not only did they communicate with him by means of supplying him with his needs...but they--by the Spirit-- understood those afflictions, bonds, turmults, etc. and had compassion toward him and did communicate or partake of that by means of prayer and a heart of compassion toward what he went through to deliver that message, and also that they themselves endured the same affliction with him.

<opentext> Exactly...because the had seen first hand..the persecution that Paul went through to deliver the message at Philippi....as we should remember, that he was cast into prison there.

<NowFaith> Because they are of the same body of Christ, when Paul was afflicted, they were also...when he abounded, they did also.

<opentext> Don't think they endured the same afflictions...but had a better understanding then most…spiritually, not physically..I meant.


<opentext> Rom 5:3-5And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (KJV)

<opentext> ok

<opentext> Rom 5:3-5And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of us glory at the first sign of physical persecution, whether it be verbal or otherwise?

<NowFaith> Not me, typically.

<mizpah> Glory?  probably not.

<shama> Not I.

<at-peace> Not me.

<opentext> Yet, we see that at every obstacle such as mentioned...he took it as a tempering experience, which drew him closer to God through Christ Jesus.


<opentext> Rom 8:35-37, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. (KJV)

<opentext> Most of us can take a bit of the verbal abuse....but what about when it gets past those stages?

<NowFaith> Unless we are drawing on the strength of the Lord through Jesus Christ, not long at all.

<mizpah> My determination to spend eternity with Father and using Him as my source will get me through anything.

<opentext> Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

(KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:12-16, Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. (KJV)

<opentext>  Patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 

<NowFaith> bless those that curse you....how does that compare with not wishing those God speed lest your be partakers of their evil?

<opentext> When problems arise...do we always remember to pray instantly?

<NowFaith> Not always, but we must if we are to have that peace that passeth all understanding.

<at-peace> Not always, much more though each and every day.

<mizpah> Not everytime...i call upon Father, but don't always listen to the answer.

<at-peace> Yes, me too, miz.

<opentext> We have to take each verse in context...in 2John...he is referring to those that are making little of the doctrine of Christ.

<NowFaith> ok

<opentext> Here he is talking about those that ridicule you for serving God...a God you have not seen.

<NowFaith> ooh ok, I see.


<opentext> 2 Cor 1:4, Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:8, For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: (KJV)

<opentext> Many times... i have seen those that try to walk where they are not asked to walk, and then when they get themselves in the midst of the storm...they wonder what went wrong. This is why we each have to recognize what Father has asked of us, and then learn to be joyful in doing it.  No matter how big, or how small it may seem.

<opentext> We all marvel at Pauls life...yet, what if Ananias had not been obedient?

<mizpah> o/


<opentext> Yes, miz.


<mizpah> Pressed out of measure, above strength....does that mean that they were pushed beyond their limits and the Holy Spirit took them beyond their endurance?

<opentext> have you ever done anything that made you look back and say...how did i do that?

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> So...how did you do it...on your own strength?

<mizpah> Not on my own...through Christ Jesus.

<NowFaith> What is that verse? about not being given more than your are able to bear?


<opentext> 1 Cor 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (KJV)


<NowFaith> thanks

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:4-5, For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:4-6, Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; (KJV)

<opentext> Look closely  at the above verses. Without were fightings, within were fears.  When the devil has the flesh around you raging...have you ever been fearful of giving the answer Father wanted you to?

<NowFaith> ooh yes

<shama> yep

<at-peace> ummm...yes

<mizpah> Yes, i have.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed before...how Paul so clearly related these things.

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<NowFaith> I have noticed before that Paul does not pretend to be some sort of "superhuman" who had never endured the same things that we do.


<opentext> 2 Cor 8:2-4, How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly.  Paul relates to those that will hear...hey! if i can do it...anyone can.  That is why he said that he was the least of the saints.  He said that he was the chief of sinners.

<opentext> Col 1:24-27, Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

<opentext> Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (KJV)

<opentext> Where would we be, if Paul had thought it was to hard?  Father would have found someone else...but the point i am trying to make...is that serving Father is not the prestige and such, that the world tries to paint in a picture for us.

<NowFaith> If it were then everything from the gospels on in the Bible would be contradictory. 

<opentext> Exactly michie.  We will finish up verse 14 tomorrow.


<NowFaith> whew...thank you, larry.


<at-peace> Question?


<opentext> Any questions from today...or things to share?

<opentext> Sure Charlene.


<at-peace> in Col 1:24... what does he mean by fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh?

<opentext> philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, (KJV)

<opentext> Are you ever been haunted by things that you have done wrong??


<at-peace> yes


<opentext> If Father forgave and forgot...why??

<at-peace> Because satan continues to remind you.

<opentext> Did not God fill in the valleys...or low points in our life?

<at-peace> Yes, he has.  He brought down the mountain tops and filled in the valleys...okay, understand now what Paul was saying.

<opentext> So then  He filled in that which was behind...by Christ..He buried the garbage pile.  If we are complaining about what happened...can there be victory in Christ?

<at-peace> The joy of what he was seeing being manifest by his faithfulness to Father, was filling in those valleys and the rememberance of them were lesss and less.

<opentext> Exactly.

<at-peace> No, there cannot.

<opentext> That is why Paul said forgetting...present tense.  Now faith.

<opentext>  2cor 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<opentext>  Now thanks be unto God.

<mizpah> I was just thinking during the Bible study how Jesus Christ suffered so much spiritual affliction, and then a great deal of physical suffering near the time of his cruxifiction...Paul suffered both also, but with a greal deal of emphasis on physical suffereings.  So, we have perfect models of both types of affliction.

<mizpah> Father always gives us an example to encourage us and reinforce His Word to us.

<NowFaith> Behind in one of those verses is different in def to the other....so i think that it also includes filling what is lacking what is wanting....being confident of this very thing.

<opentext> 2nd Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always

<opentext> causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

