<opentext> Father…we thank you for the opportunity, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.


<opentext> Phil 4:10-11 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)


<opentext> This morning...i want to go over the last 2 days again, since there are some things that we need to hear here, and get into  our spirit man.....or we will miss what is coming ahead in the closing verses of this book

<opentext> is it ever right to neglect to do the things that Father asks of us?

<mizpah> nope

<shama_ro> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Yet, it is interesting in verse 10...that Paul makes an excuse for the Philippians, for their not being able to give to him.  Most of us well know, that if we want to do something enough...we will find a way to bring it about, or make it come to pass.

<mizpah> yep

<opentext> So, we never have a just excuse, to not do what Father asks of us....it all comes down to how motivated that we really are.  Maybe that is why the verse says...that ***many** are called, but ***few*** are chosen......because few put all of their effort into doing what Father has asked.  Even in Matt 25, we find that ALL of the virgins slumbered......so we can see how easy it is to become complacent. Especially when for us...things seem to be going well.  This is why we need to stay motivated at all times...not just when things aeem or appear rough.  I am constantly amazed at how people complain or wonder why the devil attacks them...or why they come under persecution.


<opentext> John 15:20-21  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)


<opentext> Note in the above verse...it does not say that it **might** happen...it tells us quite clearly that it will....and all because of His name.  People are always stopping by, to see if we have gone under or disappeared yet day by day, and year by year...here we are, by the grace and strength of God

<opentext> how set is your resolve to continue for the Lord....regardless of what the world says, or the opposition that you might receive??

<at-peace> Very set... my hearts desire is to be with Father and not this world.

<mizpah> My resolve is set like in granite...nothing is gonna make me turn away!

<shama_ro> My determination is growing stronger.


<opentext> Phil 4:11, Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 6:7-8, But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> How many times is it, that we forget to ask Father for that which we have need of?


<mizpah> Sometimes i do forget.


<at-peace> ditto


<opentext> Each promise of God has a condition attached to it...if we do not meet the condition....we will not see the result of God's promise.

<opentext> How often are we cognizant enough to recognize this? There is a difference between **want** and **need**…..do you know what it is??

<Faith_Is> yes

<mizpah> yes!  Need is anything you have need to to serve Father.  Want is just things...not a necessity to the service of Father.

<opentext> 5532  chreia- ***need*** 1) necessity, need  2) duty, business.

<opentext> That which is necessary for you to conduct Father's business. This is a need.  If one stops to think....that in God's overall perspective....why was it that Jesus Christ arrived when He did?? Why not today, with all the vast means of communicating the Gospel available? Why 2000 years earlier?

<mizpah> Besides God's perfect timing?

<at-peace> Because Father's Word was already settled in heaven... it had to be in Father's time and not ours.


<opentext> Isa 55:8-9  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  (KJV)


<opentext> Is Father subject to what we think is necessary?


<mizpah> nope


<at-peace> nope


<opentext> We often times fail to see the limitations of the flesh...which God's Spirit is not subject to.

<mizpah> And His timetable is completely different than what ours is.

<opentext> Four years ago...would you have thought it possible to share the Word around the world for Father?

<mizpah> Four years ago, i wouldn't have thought it possible for ME to share the Word.

<at-peace> Nope. Myself personally? know it is possible....wouldn't imagine how though. Knew of him... did not know him.

<opentext> Yet, Paul tells us quite clearly....back almost 2000 years ago, that His Word has gone to all the world.  So, what man thinks he has just invented and put to use....God has had available since the beginning of mankind.

<mizpah> Yes, in a much more perfect sense. 


<opentext> Isa 55:10-11 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

<opentext> 11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)


<opentext> Are you preoccupied with things other then the kingdom of God?


<mizpah> I try not to be. I know i do get preoccupied with other things, though.

<NowFaithIs> At times, yes.

<opentext> A want is what causes you to stray from, or neglect Father's business. It causes one's focus to stray from the straight and narrow path.


<opentext> 5302  hustereo- ***want***1) behind a) to come late or too tardily 1) to be left behind in the race and so fail to reach the goal, to fall short of the end

<at-peace> Work everyday to leave more of the world behind... so yes at times i do.


<opentext> How easy is it to fall behind, when we watch someone else do it??

<NowFaithIs> Oh wow...forgetting those things which are behind.....forgetting those things that are "wants" in our lives...which would cause us to be behind, come up short, late---wow.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<NowFaithIs> Very easy.

<mizpah> If we don't stay in the Word, we get preoccupied with those falling behind, and the we fall behind very easily. 

<at-peace> It would be easy, cause if we are watching someone else, cause we are not focused on Father anymore.

<mizpah> It is human nature for many of us to reach back to pull somebody up with us...but, we have to remember we are not  the Saviour.


<opentext> Exactly...we need to stay focused on the Prize.

<opentext> Phil 4:11, Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned

<opentext> Many of us have heard...but...we have not learned.

<opentext> 3129  manthano- ,,,have learned,,,, past tense…to learn, to be appraised a) to increase one's knowledge, to be increased in knowledge b) to hear, to be informed c) to learn by use and practice, to be in the habit of, accustomed to.

<opentext> If we are Father's jewels...then each on of us will be appraised for or worth or value.


<NowFaithIs> Whether we be found genuine or not? to be convicted of being a Christian?

<opentext> Note....c) to learn by use and practice...to be a doer of the Word...to live the Word...not a hearer only. Not just one day a week for several hours, but day in and day out.

<opentext> that the Word is a way of life...not just something to talk about

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:11-14, Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. (KJV)

<opentext> What is Paul warning us of here?

<NowFaithIs> That we too may endure such things....that even through such things it is imperitive to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering so that we too will not be "too late"?

<mizpah> That we are face persecution and tribulation like we have never imagined...so, it is a forewarning to be prepared...study and pray up.

<opentext> helen...we will be looked down on.

<at-peace> You have no certain dwelling place... so continue in the Word that you will have a dwelling place with Father in his Kingdom.

<opentext> It is a combination of all of the above. Did Jesus Christ work...once He started His public ministry?

<NowFaithIs> Work? as in a secular job?

<mizpah> He worked very hard for Father...He constantly went from place to place as Father guided Him, speaking to whom Father asked Him to speak to.

<opentext> Why did Paul work then??

<NowFaithIs> I am unsure that I know what you mean by "work".

<mizpah> Because the people were disobedient and didn't give to him as Father would have had them to.

<opentext> Jesus Christ looked to Father as His total source.  Paul at times got out his God's little helper kit....maybe a tad impatient.

<NowFaithIs> well...I think there were also times that Paul worked so that in nothing the ministry might be blamed...so as to owe no man?

<opentext> That may be true michie....but also keep in mind, that if Father asks us to do anything...He is big enough to provide....without our help.

<mizpah> So, Paul was trying to help Father provide for his needs.

<opentext> Eactly.

<mizpah> What time he was preoccupied with tent making, was time he could have spent serving Father.

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:8-10, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. (KJV)

<opentext> As having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

<at-peace> Just as if you look at the physical circumstances and think that you need to work more to provide the need, instead of working only as much as Father asks you to work and allow him to provide for your need.

<opentext> exactly.  Many times...i think...that if i would go work some...that i could do more for Father.

<mizpah> But, you would actually be doing less for Father.

<opentext> Correct...because i would be preoccupied with the wrong things.

<at-peace> I also heard... when a bill comes in the mail, we should be thanking Father at that moment for providing the funds to cover the bill.

<opentext> What we have to understand in these verses...is that Paul was actually making excuses for the Philippians.....yet...not condemning them..but rather further encouraging them, to do as Father asked of them...inspite of the opposition.  Are all called to be prohets or teachers?

<at-peace> no

<mizpah> teachers...yes

<opentext> So each of us has our place in the body, and we have to recognize where our calling is within the body of Christ...and to do what Father has asked of us to the best of our ability.  miz...was referring to:

<opentext> Ephesians 4:11 > And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; (KJV)

<opentext> So...it is imperative that we recognize what Father has asked us to do within the body.....and not get caught up trying to follow someone else other then Christ Jesus.  We are to be an example of the believer...where ever we are, when ever Father asks of us.

<opentext> Phil 4:12, I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. (KJV)

<opentext> We will start here tomorrow.  Any questions from today...or things to share?

