April 24

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day that you have blessed us with, and the time to gather together to celebrate your bread of life. Father, we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide, as we journey through your Word this day.  We are ever so grateful for your faithfulness Father, and we give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 3:3-5 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:

<opentext> 5Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; (KJV)

<opentext> We have been here the last few days, as we take this short walk through the book of Philippians.  One thing that we have to remember to keep in mind here, is the fact of how much confidence that Paul has in his flesh, and have no confidence in the flesh.  Most of us in life, will use anything and everything that we can for our advantage. We always want to use all that we can, that people will take note of us, or think more highly of us. Yet we see Paul give up all physical status that he may have had, for the cross of Christ. How about you, what have you set aside, that Christ will be the total focus of your life?

<mizpah^> The old stinking thinkin .

<NowFaithIs> Gave up my "position" in a secular job that had become my "god".

<blessed> That was a tough one for me, too.

<opentext> Paul goes on to further say, that if you think you have a lot to brag about in the flesh, let me tell you a thing or two........lets take a look at what he said before king Agrippa.

<opentext> Acts 26:2-4 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;  (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 26:5-7 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 26:8-10 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

(KJV)

<opentext> Acts 26:11-13 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. (KJV)

<opentext>  We often times here that Paul said that he had much to brag about in the flesh, but seldom know exactly what he meant.

<opentext> Phil 3:3-5 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> So, by what we read in Acts, should give us a bit more of an understanding of what Paul is referring to here?

<opentext> Philippians 3:4-8, The apostle here proposes himself for an example of trusting in Christ only, and not in his privileges as an Israelite. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary

<opentext> Phil 3:5, Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, (KJV)

<opentext> What does this verse mean to you??

<mizpah^> His family was a strict doer of the law and important folk.

<opentext> lol...ok miz...

<NowFaithIs> The stock of Isreal, the finest of the finest.

<opentext> Why do you think he said....Circumcised the eighth day??

<NowFaithIs> Circumcised the eight day as in accordance to the law, he started off eight days old following the letter of the law.

<mizpah^> That was what the law said to do, right?

<opentext> Very good...

<NowFaithIs> If he could have started in the womb, he would have!

<mizpah^> lol

<opentext> Only those born of Jewish heritage were circumcised on the eighth day following birth.  The Ishmaelites, could noe be circumcised until their 13th year and the 8th day, and those that joined Judaism, were circumcised whenever they joined.

<NowFaithIs> what is an Ishmaelite?!

<opentext> So, there is much that we often skip over as we read the Word.

<blessed> Explain that counting thing.  7th day was the day for circumcision wasn't it?

<opentext> That can be you homework for Monday michie, to share with us who they are.

<NowFaithIs> <head in hands>

<opentext> Gen 17:12-13, And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. (KJV)Gen 17:12-13, And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. (KJV)

<blessed> thanks

<opentext> So, we can see that the Word is quite explicit is saying 8 days. How old was Jesus of Nazareth when they brought Him to the temple??

<NowFaithIs> There was a reason for eight days that Father knew of...as far as the human body in which He designed.

<NowFaithIs> eight days

<mizpah^> eight days old

<blessed> We should guess Paul was correct when it came to details of the law.

<mizpah^> oh, yes...very knowledgable.

<opentext> Luke 2:21-23 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) (KJV) 

<opentext> We read the Bible, but seldom hear what it says

<NowFaithIs> Here we can see that even so young as eight days, Jesus Christ had to follow the law in order to be a perfect, unblemished sacrifice.

<opentext> An Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law a  Pharisee;

Exactly, michie. What do you think Paul means here?

<mizpah^> He was the cream of the crop, so to speak.

<NowFaithIs> He followed what it meant to be a Hebrew to a T...he was very religious.

<opentext> In three particulars he `might have confidence in the flesh: 

(1) His pure Jewish blood <2 Cor. 11:22>;

(2) His legal preciseness and high status;

(3) His zeal for the law [peritomee  (grk 4061) oktaeemeros  (grk 3637)]-- `being in circumcision an eighth day person; ' i. e., not circumcised in later life as a proselyte, but on the eighth day after birth, as the law directed as to Jew-born infants: not after the thirteenth year, as an Ishmaelite. (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

<opentext> Paul was showing us, that he had followed the law as best he could all of his life. That he had much to boast of in the fleshly realm.

<opentext> [Touching the law]-- i. e., as to legal status and strictness.  [A Pharisee]-- `of the straitest sect' <Acts 26:5>. (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

<opentext> Why was the tribe of Benjamin mentioned??

<NowFaithIs> Was that one of the highly respected tribes?

<opentext> Yes.  Position. During the wilderness journey Benjamin's position was on the W side of the Tabernacle with his brother tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh <Num. 2:18-24>. We have the names of the leader of the tribe when it set out on its long road <2:22>; of the spy <13:9>; of the families of which the tribe consisted when it was marshaled at the great halt in the plains of Moab, near Jericho <26:38-41,63>, and of the leader who was chosen to assist at the  (from New Unger's Bible Dictionary) (originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)  So, this gives us a better idea of why Paul said that if people wanted a bragging contest of the flesh, he had more bragging rights then most.

 <opentext> Phil 3:6-7 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  (KJV).  

<opentext>  Here, we notice that Paul says quite clearly, that all those things that made me confident in the flesh, he counted loss for Christ. Most of us complain when Father asks us to give up an extra snack, and yet Paul gave up his very livlihood, to follow Christ.

<opentext> Most of us fail to understand the living Paul made as a Pharisee, and all the rights and authority that he had in this standing.

<NowFaithIs> hmmm. Would you compare that to let's say the President of the U.S. going from that to being a bagger at the local grocery store?

<opentext> Would more say a shoe shine person.

<mizpah^> Maybe like hitler becoming a jew?

<zealous> very good

<opentext> That would be a good example, miz .

<NowFaithIs> That is true, miz, didn't think of that.

<opentext> So, here was this person that lived his whole life in the strictest accordance to the law, and is now told by God that it is all for naught, if he wants a relationship with Him.

<opentext> Gal 3:8-11 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God
<opentext> Phil 3:7- But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, (KJV)

<zealous> Mine says rubbish but dung is much more explicit.

<opentext> So, since we know that Paul was not chewing out the Philippians, why then was he bringing this up to them??

<mizpah^> To exhort them.

<opentext> ok, what else??

<NowFaithIs> To encourage them to remember that anything of the flesh cannot please God, to not be influenced by anyone around them...anyone bringing them another gospel.

<opentext> Ok...and anything else??

<zealous> As I mentioned the other day, testimonies encourage. To show them that Christ needs to be first?

<opentext> How about that Judizers were very prevalent in those times, and try to get the people back to the ceremonial duties..ie...traditions and doctrines of the Law.

<mizpah^> oh, yeh

<zealous> k

<NowFaithIs> Yes, that is what I meant....to not be influenced by anyone around them.  

<opentext> Many of the other churches Paul wrote to, had succumbed to following the Law again, and intermingling it with the NT gospel of Christ.  As we saw in Pauls letter to the Galatians, that no flesh shall be justified by the Law...

<zealous> Isn't it strange how easy it is for US to fall back into old ways and habits?

<blessed> To not be caught up in self.

<opentext> Yes, because we like to please man, and have his approval more then Father's.

<NowFaithIs> Not so strange, zealous, we didn't get to be the mess we were over night and it takes time for us to weed out the old man's thinking once we are given a new heart and a new spirit.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 4:16  At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

<opentext> As we can see from Paul's letter to Timothy...he did not have many that stayed close to him when he decided to follow Christ.

<NowFaithIs> We are trained our whole lives to follow the crowd and that there is strength in numbers and the most popular groups are the right groups....all contrary to what the Word of God tells us.  Many of us get discouraged when we start to follow Christ, because most of our so called friends flee.

<zealous> And family.

<opentext> "if God be for us, who can be against us?"

<NowFaithIs> Family usually first, yes.

<zealous> But, God gives us new friends and a new family.

<mizpah^> That's right, zealous...i got a new family.

<opentext> We have to remember, that God and I make the majority, and this is what Paul was able to see.

<zealous> amen

<NowFaithIs> Who is my mother, who is my brothers?

<NowFaithIs> Matt 12:48-50 But He answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. (KJV)

<opentext> Note, that Paul does not say that he suffered the loss of some things.

<opentext> Phil 3:8 For whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, (KJV)

<zealous> total surrender

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Phil 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: (KJV)

<zealous> Some of us give up SOME things but aren't willing to give up ALL.

<opentext> We all should remember that our own righteousness is as filty rags as Isaiah describes.

<NowFaithIs> Exactly, we cling onto that which we have known, that which we have been taught, that which is comfortable and that which *we* have earned and gained.  Our righteousnes is as stinky dead things.

<NowFaithIs> To say the least, larry!

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

<blessed> What a new set of clothes when we put on Christ.

<opentext> Exactly, Sheryl.

<opentext> His robe of righteousness.

<opentext> The robe of an ambassador for His kingdom.

<NowFaithIs> Not put on and take off.

<opentext> PUT ON...the full armour of God...a one time deal.

<blessed> i love ambassadorship.

<mizpah^> amen, sheryl

<NowFaithIs> how well do we wear it?

<mizpah^> well....

<zealous> mine doesn't fit too good yet, but i'm growing into it!! LOL

<blessed> Ambassadorship  involves putting things to people in the utmost palatability.

<opentext> Not having mine own righteousness,  which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: We must always remember...

<opentext> Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

<blessed> As Paul says, making myself as those who he talked to, or something to that effect.

<NowFaithIs> Being all things to all people.

<opentext> He became as all things to all people.....

<opentext> Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

<opentext> This is the Law that we are now under.

<opentext> Gal 6:2 and so fulfil the law of Christ. (KJV)

<blessed> Trusting God to lead.

<opentext> His Spirit is our teacher and our guide...so we have to know that He will lead, the question is whether or not we will follow.

<blessed> Different law than jewish set.

<opentext> Very different, and this is why we have to know that the NT says for ourselves, not go by what someone else has told us. We can not go by hear say evidence....but rather by the Word of God.

<opentext> Ok, for Monday, we are going to look at Philippians 3:10 through 14.....take some time to study those verses to see what you can add.

NowFaithIs Adds to her homework list!

<opentext> Any questions or things to share?

<opentext> How many have a better understanding now of what Paul gave up?

<NowFaithIs> I do, although I realized where he came from, I guess I never put it into the context like miz did.  Like him going from being Hitler to a Jew.

<mizpah^> That is what i always think about when i see the contrast between his former life and current life.

