April 23

<opentext> Father, we come before your throne of grace through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour this day.  We thank you for your Holy Spirit who is our teacher and our guide as we study your Word this day

<opentext> as we open our hearts and minds to You this day...show us all that you have for us this day, and we are quick Lord, to give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ our Lord .

<opentext> Phil 3:3, For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> As we continue our studying the book of Philippians.....we got to this verse yesterday.  1. They worshipped in the spirit, in opposition to the carnal ordinances of the Old-Testament, which consist in meats, and drinks, and divers washings, etc. Christianity takes us off from these things, and teaches us to be inward with God in all the duties of religious worship. We must worship God in spirit, <Jn. 4:24>. 

<opentext> The work of religion is to no purpose any further than the heart is employed in it. Whatsoever we do, we must do it heartily as unto the Lord; and we must worship God in the strength and grace of the Divine Spirit, which is so peculiar to the gospel state, which is the ministration of the spirit, <2 Cor. 3:8>.(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)  For we are the circumcision....but it is not a physical circumcision.

<opentext> Deut 10:16, Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked .(KJV)

<opentext> We are given the new heart by the Spirit of God...not by any physical thins we can do.

<NowFaithIs> 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<opentext> Ezek 11:19-21  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD. (KJV)

<opentext> And I will give them one heart  Have you ever noticed in that verse before, that it is one heart....for it is the heart of Christ that makes up the bride of Christ.

<NowFaithIs> yes :-)

<opentext> There are no divisions within the body of Christ.

<NowFaithIs> One heart, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

<opentext> and I will put a new spirit

<opentext> Eph 4:4-6 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  (KJV)

<opentext> Deut 30:6, And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. (KJV)

<opentext> even in the oT...God tells us what is necessary to have that new life in Him.

<opentext> Col 2:11, In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: (KJV)

<opentext>  circumcision made without hands
<opentext> Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

<NowFaithIs> Anything done or made with hands would be of the physical, which was all pre-grace...now we are to go onto spiritual.

<opentext> So we become that new creation in Christ, by the Spirit of God...exactly. They rejoice in Christ Jesus, and not in the peculiar privileges of the Jewish church, or what answers to them in the Christian church-- mere outward enjoyments and performances. They rejoice in their relation to Christ and interest in him. God made it the duty of the Israelites to rejoice before him in the courts of his house; but now that the substance has come the shadows are done away, and we are to rejoice in Christ Jesus only. (from Matthew Henry commentary).

<NowFaithIs> ummm, just thinking how so many follow what Jesus Christ did with the misunderstanding, not realizing that prior to His death and ressurection, the law had to remain in tact.

<opentext> Very good michie.

<NowFaithIs> Shadows...shadow of things to come .

<opentext> And they also fail to realize, that we are that temple of the Living God...not any building.

<NowFaithIs> So anything that is not done in spirit is an outward act, and not pleasing to God...Romans 8:8-9.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:8-10 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

<opentext> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Would performing outward acts be a form of defilement? or no?

<opentext> It would be returning to the physical, rather then staying in the spirit.

<opentext> Mal 1:11, For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. (KJV)

<opentext> And we know that that pure offering, is to present ourselves to God a living sacrifice.  Alive in the Spirit of God, but dead to the leadings and workings of the flesh.

<opentext> John 4:23-24, But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> But..would that be considered defilement to return to the weak and beggarly elements?

<opentext>  Must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

<NowFaithIs> beggerly

<opentext> Gal 4:9-11  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.(KJV)

<opentext> Note in these verses...how Paul say have known God...and then immediately changes it to known of God?

<patience> Because they didn't really know God...right?

<NowFaithIs> Yes, having a zeal for God but not according to knowledge...for it one had the knowledge, would they have returned to the weak and beggarly elements?

<opentext> You have to remember, that Israel did everything by times, and days and years....all the physical things rotated around this. Correct.  miz...what Paul is saying there, that they have started going the wrong direction again.

<opentext>  Galatians 3:3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

<opentext> They are again operating in the flesh...and we know the Word tells us quite plainly, that they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

<opentext> Gal 4:9-11 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 7:6, But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Oldness of the letter would include those practices that we see in the gospels, wouldn't it?

<opentext> correct...anything that would put one back under the Law.

<NowFaithIs> Wow, ok, I guess we don't consider the things that Jesus Christ did as under the law.

<opentext> Rom 8:15-16, For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father . The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (KJV)

<zealous> The law is a form of bondage.

<opentext> Exactly zealous.

<NowFaithIs> So, outward religious traditions/practices and the like would be a bondage as well?

<zealous> In Jesus we have grace and mercy.

NowFaithIs: No.

<opentext> Jude 1:20, But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, (KJV) 

<opentext> John 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ..

<zealous> Amen.

<opentext> Again, we must remember that we are saved by grace...through faith…and we all shoud remember that

<opentext> Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<Ro> Was it when the Holy Spirit came that the law ceased?

<NowFaithIs> aah yes, I remember when I came to that realization **through faith** 

<opentext> Ro...correct.

<opentext> John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  

<opentext> the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<zealous> Wow, that is profound.

<opentext> They have no confidence in the flesh, in those carnal ordinances and outward performances. We must be taken off from trusting in our own bottom, (our own foundation), that we may build only on Jesus Christ, the everlasting foundation. Our confidence, as well as our joy, is proper to him. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<NowFaithIs> For when the Holy Spirit came, that is when the age of grace began and the age of the law ceased (?)

<opentext> michie...correct.

<opentext> So, as we have looked at Phil. 3:3,  we then can see what Paul is leading up to.

<opentext> Phil 3:4, Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Oh wow, those carnal ordinances and outward performances...not pleasing to God.

<opentext> Paul, as a Jew, has more right to boast them most men.

<zealous> He lived by the letter of the Jewish Law.

<opentext> Exactly zealous....till that day on the road to Damascus.

<opentext> Phil 3:5-6 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. (KJV)

<zealous> Amen.

<opentext> We sometimes fail to hear and remember all of Paul's background.  We fail to hear and understand that zeal he had for God under the Law.  So much so that he went about persecuting and killing Christians...he thought he was defending God.

<NowFaithIs> 0/

<opentext> Yes michie.

<NowFaithIs> If through the Holy Spirit, the veil of flesh has been removed whereby we have access to the Father through Jesus Christ.  If we then return to carnal ordinances or to the flesh, have we put that veil of flesh back and blocked our access to Father?

<opentext> As we bedig to return to those things, we get as Paul described the Galatians, they began in the Spirit, and then as they reverted to the Law, they then thought they were made perfect by the flesh.

<NowFaithIs> ok

<NowFaithIs> But the flesh is not pleasing to God, so were they in a sense sinning?

<zealous> Sort of like people who wear an outward appearance of holiness??

<opentext> In returning to the flesh....it becomes religion(outward signs and appearances) rather then an intimate relationship with Father through the Spirit.

<NowFaithIs> White sepulchers

<patience> And you can't have the outward signs and appearances...and the intimate personal relationship with Father?

<opentext> Exactly....zealous...they think that the things that they do, can enhance their relationship with Father...yet the Word tells us clearly, that we MUST worship Father in Spirit and in truth.

<opentext> miz....how can physical things be pleasing to God who is a Spirit, when He gave His only begotten Son, that we might have that spiritual relationship with Him?

<opentext> Col 2:20-22 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

(KJV)

<patience> It can't....if we worship Him in spirit and in truth …exactly.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:12-13 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. (KJV)

<patience> So, the outward signs is the life we live as an example.  That makes people want to ask for the hope that is within us

<zealous> Love is the most important outward sign.

<opentext> Our role, is to let the light of Jesus Christ shine forth from us, that people might ask of the hope that is within us.  Unless our life is pleasing to Father....will our light be shining?

<patience> nope

<opentext> So, no matter how many things we do in the physical, unless we have that deep, personal, intimate relationship with Father....all the things we will do in the physical are for naught.

<opentext> Romans 8:8-9 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> Rom 8:14-15  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (KJV)

<zealous> amen

<NowFaithIs> Not only will they be for naught, but they will be unpleasing to Father.

<opentext> If we are led by the Spirit of God, we will do the things Father asks of us...not the things man tells and demands of us.

<NowFaithIs> Rom 7:5-6 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember that Father always asks us....ofr if Father told us, we would loose our free will....Father always asks of His children.

<patience> I guess it all depends who you are trying to convince, men or Father...if Father already knows what is in your heart...the Light within you is all men needs to see.

<opentext> If we please man...then who are we looking to for justification?

<NowFaithIs> Yes, carnal and outward ordinances would be only to please or to seek the approval of men.

<Ro> But Father looks at the heart in which we are living by.

<zealous> Put no confidence in the flesh, for the flesh will fail you.

<opentext> Rom 14:17-19 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.

Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. (KJV)

<opentext> Ro...yes Father looks at the heart...but He also asks us to study His Word for His approval.  We cannot depend on what someone else has told us.  Many of us were also told that there were 3 wise men at the manger by these same people...and were they correct in that?

<opentext> zealous...how many wise men were at the manger??

<zealous> none

<NowFaithIs> Very good!!

<opentext> Exactly, yet every year we see depictions of 3 set up around there.

<zealous> They came days later?

<opentext> Actually almost a year later by most Bible scholars.

<NowFaithIs> To a house.

<zealous> Yes, I sorta thought so, too.

<opentext> Matthew 2:11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.

<patience> Every church i see that puts on Christmas programs, always has three wise men around the manger...the churches are promoting a lie.

<opentext> So, the thing that we have to look at and understand, that much of what we were taught as Bible truth, when studied, was grossly wrong, and yet when we stand in front of Father, He will ask us why we did not read the Word to see what is true.

<NowFaithIs> Absolutely, there were many things that I blindly went along with in my church until I allowed the Holy Spirit to be my guide into all truth.

<NowFaithIs> I Jn 3:22-24 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly michie...we have to do the things that are pleasing to Father according to His Word...not according to what man has told us. The Spirit has to be our teacher and our guide, or we will be led astray.

<opentext> John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

<opentext> 1 John 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 

<opentext> How hard do you think it was for Paul to overcome these things? 

<zealous> He says it was difficult.

<patience> Probably very difficult, since he was raised from childhood to perform the traditions of the law.

<NowFaithIs> They spoke great swelling words and just because the man behind the pulpit had the title of pastor, I believed everything he said without studying to see if what was taught was correct.

<zealous> In Rom 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.

<opentext> Exactly...and he had to spend much time with Father to see the truth...and we have to remember, that he did not have the NT to read and study, he had to find all of this in the OT.

<NowFaithIs> Could that be why he spent so much time alone with the Holy Spirit before beginning in the ministry?

<opentext> That would be my understanding, michie.

<zealous> I believe that god requires it.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:12-13 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:5-6 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  (KJV)

<zealous> You can not minister in the Holy spirit unless you spend time with him.

<opentext> So, we see all the things that Paul did prior to his seeing the light...so to speak.

<opentext> Phil 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> This verse here speaks so much to me.....as when one stops to hear how much Paul observed the Law.

<opentext> Yet, when he found Christ, he counted them all as loss.

<NowFaithIs> They will vehemently defend the traditions and carnal obserances of men before they will lay down their very life for Christ Jesus.

<opentext> We sometimes forget the stature that paul had as a Jew, and all that he set aside to follow Christ, and eventually even his life.

<NowFaithIs> And the sufferings that he endured for that in the process, beatings, imprisonment, hunger, naked...etc...etc....

<opentext> Just as Paul set aside the things that he thought he knew, this is the example that we to have to follow.

<NowFaithIs> wow, not a popular decision at all…ouch...just heard something.

<opentext> Paul had spent years under the best teachers in Israel, only to find out it was all for naught, and actually was displeasing to Father, since they denied the work of His Son.  We will start here again tomorrow morning with this verse again.  

<NowFaithIs> I remember often times saying, "Lord, you know my heart...." now Father is asking..."do YOU know your heart"...meaning the new heart that He has given me....I have to take the time in the Word to realize all that He gave to me in that new heart and new spirit.

<opentext> Very good, michie.

<NowFaithIs> owy, Hisgrain!

<NowFaithIs> Much thanks, larry for the study!

<opentext> He is asking you to know and realize what has taken place within you, and the new heart that He has given you.

<NowFaithIs> yes!

<opentext> Father's study, just a simple vessel here.

<NowFaithIs> Cause I remember when I would say that...it was sort of like...well...I am not sure if what I am doing is pleasing...but you know my heart, Lord....so cover up my goofs!

<NowFaithIs> Rephrase...much thanks for being a vessel for Father's use today, Larry.

<patience> Great study, larry.

<NowFaithIs> Excellent study...my head is a hurtin'!

