May 7

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day that you have provided for us to serve you and share in all of the blessings  that you have provided for us.  We ask that as we study your Word this day, we would allow your Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide as we journey through your Word.  We are quick Father, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving...for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 3:20-21, For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

<opentext> Yesterday, we looked at how we have to remind ourselves constantly, that we are but pilgrims passing through here, and that we have to remember where our citizenship is at.  For if we are stock piling for here....what does that tell Father??

<mizpah^> That we are focusing more on worldly gain than spiritual .

<opentext> ok...anything else??

<blessed> Our focus is blurry.

<at-peace> We are being more of this world than allowing ourselves to be transformed by the renewing of our minds thru the Word of God.

<opentext> very good....

<blessed> Yes!

<opentext> We are telling Father, that our life here is more important...then getting home with Him.  It also tells Him....that we do not need His help....but rather would rather do it ourselves.  We have to always be mindful of Who our source is.

<opentext> Phil 3:21, Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV)

<opentext> What do we see and hear in this verse?

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17, Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> That!

<opentext> lol.  What we should see, that Father has already started the work.

<NowFaithIs> He that has begun a good work in you.

<opentext> We have the new spirit within us already, and that if we hold fast our profession of faith, one day soon the rest will be completed.

<at-peace> Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

<opentext> Ps 51:10-11, Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. (KJV)

<opentext> Note in the middle of the verse....renew a right spirit within me. That can only be done, by renewing our mind each and every day in the Word.

<opentext> Ezek 11:19-20, And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. (KJV)

<at-peace> Col 1:12-14  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

(KJV)

<opentext> One thing to take notice of....as we look at these few scriptures from the OT...is how the salvation message is able to be presented from the OT.

<opentext> Ezek 18:31-32, Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye. (KJV)

<opentext> Note the casting away!!

<NowFaithIs> Leaving that which is behind.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Matt 12:33, Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. (KJV)

<opentext> No straddling the fence and still think that one will make it

<mizpah^> The Word is uncompromising.

<opentext> Either the tree and fruit is good, or it is not....no Mr inbetween here…or Mrs…or Ms.

<mizpah^> lol

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> John 3:3-5, Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV)

<opentext> So often, when we read verses, we do not give ourselves time to hear all that they are saying.

<NowFaithIs> That which is of the flesh is flesh, that which is of the spirit is spirit.

<opentext> We kind of zoom right by them...looking for **ne** or **big** revelations....and we forget that there is but one revelation.

<at-peace> Jesus Christ did everything for us while he was here, that we may be delivered from our sins and the present evil world.

<opentext> Exactly...and those that sow to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption....for God is not mocked.

<NowFaithIs> hell or heaven, life or death, serve God or serve satan....one or the other---choose ye this day

<opentext> Eph 2:10-13, For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> This is the key...as we are studying the Word....to hear and see all of the verses that tie together with what we are reading.

<opentext> Phil 4:1, Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. (KJV)

<opentext> Note....stand fast......know your rights and authority.  Look closely at this next scripture.

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:14-15, As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second benefit; (KJV)

<opentext> That ye might have a second benefit.  We have received the new heart....and if we stand fast, we will receive the 2nd benefit.....that our vile bodies shall be changed, and we will be with Him.  What a promise by Father.

<opentext> Phil 2:16, Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Thes 2:19-20, For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:1, Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed  for, my joy and crown

<opentext> What do you think Paul is referring to here?

<opentext> Luke 15:10  Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.  (KJV)

<blessed> Competing work God has called him to do, guarantees him a crown for his labor.

<opentext> And what are the jewels in that crown?

<NowFaithIs> James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes, we receive a crown when we rule and reign with Him......but what are the jewels?

<at-peace> The body of Christ.

<opentext> Mal 3:16-18, Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.  

<opentext> Mal 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. (KJV)

<opentext> Every sinner that accepts Christ, and makes it home...is a jewel to Father.

<NowFaithIs> jewels = saints

<opentext> Part of our reward. is on how many we assisted in getting home....thus the crown we receive, and the jewels within that crown, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD,  and that thought upon his name.

<opentext> Malachi 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

<opentext> Isa. 62:3, Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. (KJV)

<opentext> Rev 4:1-3, After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the thro

<Ro> hard to comprehend

<opentext> Phil 4:1  Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> As Father uses us to bring one other person into the kingdom.....how does your spirit man react?

<at-peace> Heart filled with joy.

<mizpah^> It is joyous.

<opentext> How pleased was Father, with His Son Jesus Christ, when He sat dwon at His right hand?

<at-peace> The Lord is rejoicing within us.

<mizpah^> He was very pleased.

<at-peace> Very pleased.

<opentext> The joy of the Lord is our strength.....and so when we are obedient to the Word....and one more sinner becomes a part of the family...there is much joy....as well a another jewel to stand before Father, and there  was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

<opentext> 1 Cor 6:20, For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 13:45-46  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)

<opentext>  One pearl of great price.  If there would have been just *** you***, Jesus Christ would still have paid the price, for you to have life everlasting with He and Father.  So often, we forget how great a blessing our salvation really is.  It is only as we are mindful of all that we have inherited, that we are able to joyfully do that what Father asks of us.  This is what drives any man or woman of God, to reach that one more, that they too may be partakers of the blessings that they have received.  What do you think it was that motivated Paul to keep going...in spite all of the persecution that he received??

<NowFaithIs> When we do realize that inheritance, it makes it that much harder to see ppl turn their backs to it or not seek it.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<NowFaithIs> *1* more.

<mizpah^> Paul was focused on the prize...he understood and comprehended to a large degree what was awaiting him when his work was done here on earth.

<at-peace> He was focused on press toward the mark of the prize of the high calling in God, thru Christ Jesus.

<opentext>  A good way to also so look at this, is from the parable of the talents.  Good answers.  Remember what happened to the one that buried his talents?

<mizpah^> It was taken and given to those that multiplied theirs.

<at-peace> Yes, it was all taken away and given to those who did what he asked of them.

<opentext> Any one have any idea what a talent was worth?

<opentext> TALENT 

<opentext> Phoenician, which would give about 410 British pounds, or $2,050 (in 1915), for the silver talent and 6,150 British pounds or $30,750 (in 1915), for the gold. See MONEY.

<opentext> (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> A talent was a vast sum of money...and thus we see the great worth of one sinner that comes home.  In other words...Father's treasure...or jewels.

<NowFaithIs> I don't think you could put a price tag on someones eternal salvation.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Phil 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. (KJV)

<opentext> There is much in this verse here....and this is why when we read and study the Word, we need to take our time and hear all that Father is saying.

<opentext> Thes 3:9-10, For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:23, But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> col 1:9-12 It is as we allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine forth from us, that people will ask us why we are different.

<opentext> It is then that they will see that we have something that the world cannot offer them.  What makes you want to read what Paul had to say through the Spirit in his epistles?

<NowFaithIs> I want to grow and learn in all that Father has afforded me through Jesus Christ....so that I may be an acceptable vessel for His use.

<at-peace> A living sacrifice unto the Lord.

<opentext> good answers.

<blessed> He sought others for God.  At no thought of his own comfort.

<opentext> As we are able to point others to Father through Jesus Christ....how does that motivate oneself?

<mizpah^> Very much so, because it is encouraging to us to share the directions to the throne.

<opentext> Gal 5:24-26, And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. (KJV)

<opentext> The role of a servant, is to lift others closer to the Lord.  As we go through this day....let each of us be the servant of the Lord....to lift others closer to te Lord...in a deeper more intimate relationship.

<opentext> Isa. 62:3, Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. (KJV)

<blessed> But, because we desire it doesn't mean they want to hear it.

<opentext> We are to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering....and be ready to have the answer when asked.  If they ask, they are wanting to hear.

<opentext> Phil 4:1-3 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. (KJV)

<at-peace> We can't force the Word of God on anyone.... we can though, be an example unto them, that they may ask of the hope within us, and we will have the answer for them when they do.

<opentext> Tomorrow, we will finish up verse 1, and get into verses 2 and 3.

Exactly, Charlene.

<opentext> @read 1peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:.

<opentext> What does the word sanctify mean to you in this verse?

Definition for sanctfy.

37  hagiazo-

1) to render or acknowledge, or to be venerable or to hallow 

2) to separate from profane things and to dedicate to God 

a) to consecrate things to God 

b) to dedicate people to God 

3) to purify 

a) to cleanse externally 

b) to purify by expiation: to free from the guilt of sin 

c) to purify internally by a renewing of the soul

<opentext> If we sanctify the Lord God in our hearts...then you can see how and why we will have Father's answer when asked.

<opentext> Any questions ar things to share this morning?

<blessed> When Psalms  is talking about a pure heart and clean hands, is this what you're talking about for purifying our hearts?

<MrPicky> We have to remember, that in the OT...they presented the sacrifice with their hands.  And in the new testament...we are to present ourselves a living sacrifice.

<MrPicky>  Romans 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

<MrPicky> Sheryl....how does one obtain a living?

<blessed> Work.

<MrPicky> With their hands?

<blessed> Reasonable Service is ringing in my ears!  Yes.

<MrPicky> And what happens when we cheat people with our labor...are our hands then clean?

<blessed> No

<blessed> Do all as to the Lord.

<opentext> So then clean hands with a pure heart.....go together don't they?

Wouldn't want to bring cheap sacrifice to him.  Yes they do.

<opentext> exactly....

<opentext> So does that verse make sense now?

<blessed> What is reasonable meaning in this verse?

Definition of reasonable.

 3050  logikos-

1) pertaining to speech or speaking 

2) pertaining to the reason or logic 

a) spiritual, pertaining to the soul 

b) agreeable to reason, following reason, reasonable, logical

