May 6

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, ad this time to gather together to share in the bread of life.  Father, we ask that you Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide as we journey through you Word this day.  That is would make us the stronger more capable servants for the task you have before us this day.  Father...we give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 3:20-21, For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. (KJV)

<opentext> 4175  politeuma-  def. For conversation….1) the administration of civil affairs or of a commonwealth  2) the constitution of a commonwealth, form of government and the laws by which it is administered  3) a state, a commonwealth;  the commonwealth of citizens.

<opentext> How many of us knew what the word conversation meant in this verse??

<mizpah^> I didn't ... i thought it was citizenship.

<at-peace> Not me, thought it was talking about our words.

<opentext> Most do.....they think it means everything but where our citizenship is.

<opentext> Interestingly enough, this is the only place in the New Testament that this word is used. Also the fact, that this is the only Church that Paul did not have to take to task. How often do we consider our standing here on this earth, before we do our standing in heaven?

<at-peace> Every time we take our focus off the Word.

<opentext> Yes....every time we ***look*** at what we have accomplished or acquired here on this earth....and place it above our heavenly knowledge...our focus is wrong.  We have to be ever mindful of who we are in Christ....and who's family that we have been adopted into.

<opentext> Isa. 26:1-3, In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we or are we operating in perfect peace. Note in that verse...unless our mind is stayed on Him...how can there be peace, let alone a perfect peace?? Did you notice what the walls of His city are made of??

<NowFaithIs> yes

<mizpah^> salvation

<at-peace> salvation

<opentext> Gal 4:26, But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 2:19-20, Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Our salvation is our hedge of protection right now...now faith.

<opentext> as long as we are operating in the Word…and it has to be a heart knowledge...head knowledge does not cut it here.

<NowFaithIs> Exactly, now faith---faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> But fellow citizens with the saints.  and of the household of  God.  

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.  We have to remember, that the OT prophets pointed to the coming Messiah, and the Apostles point to the fact that He has come.  This is the central focus and theme of the Bible.  It is not built upon man's traditions and doctrines....but rather in and on the written Word of God

<opentext> psalms 119:89 For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

<opentext> Heb 12:22-23, But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ was the first born of many brethren.....to show the way, and the path into the kingdom of God.  Note...the city of the living God...and it takes the proper passport to get into this city.

<opentext> Ps 16:11, Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we maintain the focus that we should, to keep our feet on that straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house??

<NowFaithIs> Working on it daily.

<mizpah^> I try to do that always by continuing in His Word, daily.

<opentext> Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<at-peace> Eeach and every day i work at continuing in his Word, to His kingdom.  Many of us forget the preparation part each day.  If we are making something for dinner....we forget sometimes all of the ingredients, as well as the preparation that is necessary for that dinner to come out satisfactory.

<at-peace> Actually we work together, to keep my focus on the prize of the high calling in God, thru Christ Jesus.  So it not only takes all of the ingredients for that dinner.....but also following the instructions for it to turn out suitable for the Master's use.  We have to hear Father, to be able to present His answer...for every man that asks, and to do it with the same tolerance and patience that Jesus Christ did.

<opentext> Psalms 119:9  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

<opentext> Many hear His Word....but do not take heed to it.

<NowFaithIs> By tolerance and patience.....I think many confuse that with what the world considers tolerant.

<opentext> A good example is the woman at the well.

<NowFaithIs> If we study the Word we are better enabled to hear Father on when it is time to have patience and when it is time to stop casting out pearls before swine.

<opentext> Or the woman caught in adultery.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> He did not say to them....you wretched sinners....what are you doing here before the Son of God.

<NowFaithIs> That is because anyone that came in contact with Him was a wretched sinner!

<opentext> But rather had patience and tolerance to be able to present them with the truth of the Word, in a manner that was peaceable, and easy to be entreated.

<opentext> with the scribes and Pharisees, we see a total different way that the Lord handled them.

<NowFaithIs> aaah yes, the difference being those that were searching and those that thought they knew it all?

<opentext> This is where we need Father's discernment for each and every situation. Correct.

<NowFaithIs> yes, I see.  And we cannot have the proper discernment if our flesh is being fed more than our spirit man.

<opentext> Ps 73:24-26, Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> Michie …also...we can not have proper discernment...if we are on a milk diet, rather then a meat diet.

<opentext> Hebrews 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

<opentext> How often during a day...do we remind oursleves where our citizenship is?

<CrossBearer> Not too often.

<mizpah^> I'm always aware of it, but the concept is overwhelming at times...knowing of whom i abide in.

<at-peace> Every time I think of Father. Every time I listen to the world around me, and know that I am not a part of this world.

<opentext> This is why we have to constantly remind ourselves of who we are to be abiding in.

<opentext> John 17:14-16 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

<opentext> How do we overcome evil???? by beating people up with the Word??

<mizpah^> No way...we overcome evil with good...the goodness that is in Christ Jesus.

<at-peace> By using the Word properly seasoned... sometimes by not giving heed to evil.

<opentext> Very good answers. We have to remember how Jesus Christ drew us to Himself.

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:1-2, For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: (KJV)

<opentext> It is this inward man, and the working of God by His Holy Spirit that is within us, that has to be that light that we draw others in with. Note...that it is a house not made with hands...that any man should boast.....but it is eternal.  And here again... desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: ...  just as we go from being a foot soldier to an ambassador, as our working knowledge of the Word grows...thus our clothing, or representation for the kingdom changes.  Foot soldiers are in constant battle....an ambassador walks in the victory and the power of the One that he represents.

<opentext> 2 corinthians 2:14  Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.

<at-peace> Someone knowing where their rights and authority come from.

<opentext> Jesus Christ has already won the battle.....so we are to walk in that path of victory that He set for an example for us.  Exactly Charlene....being constantly aware of our rights and authority in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Col 1:5-6, For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: (KJV)

<opentext> whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; Which is  come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit,

<opentext> Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

<opentext> We have to be ever mindful, of all that we have, to be aware of where our citizenship is.

<opentext> Col 3:1-3, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV)

<at-peace> Being grounded and setteled, not being move away from the hope that is within us.

<opentext> Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> Heb 10:34-36, For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. (KJV)

<opentext> that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Faith is the substance of things hoped for.

<at-peace> Cast not away therefore your confidence.... Phil 1:6

<opentext> Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

<opentext> He will perform it, if we will allow it.  For  ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.

<opentext> Galatians 1:4  Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:3-4, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, (KJV)

<opentext> Father has a banquet hall set up...../do you have a place reserved for you???? this is the thought that we need to take with us this day....

<mizpah>  yep

<NowFaithIs> sure do

<at-peace> yes

<CrossBearer> yes 

<opentext> Today...this day...let us try to be the representaive that Father would have us to be.

<NowFaithIs> amen

<opentext> Any questions or things to share this morning??

