<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to fellowship and grow in your wisdom and knowledge this day.  As we study your Word this day, we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide, as we journey towrds home. We are quick Lord, to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.


<opentext> Phil 3:15-16, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. (KJV)


<opentext> Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained.  Many people do not think they are accountable for much of anything.....yet, this verse tells us clearly, that Father holds us accountable for that which He has revealed to us.  Yet, so often, i watch people regress, and go back to the old garbage (pigpen) to which they have once been delivered from.  The Word tells us clearly, to hold fast...our profession of faith....without wavering. From peoples reactions and attitude most of the time...i think that they think the word wavering means to wave at any and all that pass by, and attempt to pass themselves off as Christians.  So now that we have an idea of what Paul is talking about in verse 16, let us look at verse 15, since this is what he is saying we have to be sure of what we have attained.  By the way...note that it is the same rule...singular...God's rule....if you do not go by His rule...no prize.


<opentext> Phil 3:15, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: (KJV)

<opentext> Now, remember the Word perfect here means complete or mature...


<at-peace> rule = measure.... we have been given the measure of faith? Was for rule = measure?

<opentext> Exactly, and without faith...His rule, His law, it is impossible to please Him.


Definition of rule

<opentext> 2583  kanon-


1) a rod or straight piece of rounded wood to which anything is fastened to keep it straight; used for various purposes: 

1) a measuring rod, a rule 

2) a carpenter's line or a measuring tape 

3) the measure of a leap, as in the Olympic games 

2) a definitely bounded or fixed space within the limits of which one's power of influence is confined 

a) the province assigned to one 

b) one's sphere of activity 

3) metaphorically, any rule or standard, a principle or law of investigating, judging, living, acting

<opentext>  a carpenter's line or a measuring tape
<opentext> Phil 3:15, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: (KJV)


<opentext> How mature will we stay, if we keep gathering together with vultures?


<patience> We won't stay mature....we will become vultures like them.


<at-peace> We won't.


<opentext> Unless one is mature in the Word, how can they ever have any peace in their life, let alone peace of mind? It is only the peace of God, which passes all understanding, that can keep your heart and mind in a peaceable state. It is only as we are mature in the Word, that we can have Father's discernment working in our life. It takes a steady diet of the meat of the Word for this to happen.  How many will go out and pick a green lemon from a tree, and eat as ripe?

<patience> no way!

<opentext> why not?

<patience> cause it is sour and yuky!

<at-peace> eeeeuuuuu

<opentext> What about when we sit under teachers that have not matured in the word, what happens when we sit and eat of their tree?

<patience> Our way of thinking becomes changed and it distorts the good fruit already present.


<opentext> 1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.


<opentext> Amos 3:3  Can two walk together, except they be agreed?


<opentext> what kind of example do we set for those that are watching us?

<patience> it is a really rotten example to heed to the conversation of fools


<opentext> 2 Cor 6:3-4 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,  (KJV)


<opentext> We at times forget who's ministry this is......

<opentext>  Rom 15:1-3, We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. (KJV)


<opentext> For his good to edification  For even Christ pleased  not himself.  Unless one is strong in the Word....how can they set the example??

<patience> They can't...and they can't get that way if they eat sour and imature fruit.

<at-peace> They won't be able to.

<opentext> Be strong in the Lord, and the power of His might! If you try to do it on your own, or with your own understanding, you are headed for serious trouble. If our strength is not from Him, how can we help ourselves, let alone anyone else? What are our motives in serving God? What are our expectations? Have we forgot who's vineyard it is that we are working in?  What are our motives in serving God?  If it is anything other then spending eternity with Him...our motivation is wrong. What are our expectations?

<opentext> if our expectations are anything more then being a servant....where is our focus?

<patience> On ourselves.

<at-peace> To do all things unto the Lord.... to serve Father whole heartedly thru his Son Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Oftentimes, we forget whose vineyard that it is....it is Father's vineyard...He is the one that will settle the wages at the end of the work day.


<opentext> Phil 3:15, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: (KJV)

<opentext> We have to keep in mind, that we are talking about being mature in the Word here...


<opentext> Colossians 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:


<opentext> We have to remember how and why we are complete...

<opentext> Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

<opentext> (KJV)


<opentext> Not of works, lest any man should boast.


<opentext> 1 Cor 2:6-7, Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: (KJV)


<opentext> Have you ever tried to give T-bone steak to a 2 month old child?

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Why not?

<at-peace> They would choke on it, they don't have the teeth yet to chew on the meat.

<algea> The same with baby Christians.

<opentext> Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: (mature).  It is no different when we started school, you did not start in 12th grade...this is why we have to always ask Father for His wisdom each time we open our mouths, and speak in His behalf.  How come Paul did not send the same epistle to all of the churches?

<patience> Because not all churches needed the same instruction or couldn't handle the same maturity of Word.

<at-peace> Because each one was struggling with different issues, and he needed to speak to each one differently with Fathers wisdom and guidance.  Exactly....and yet how often do we try to give the same exact message to everyone that we come in contact with?

<patience> It starts sounding like a recording and if we listen to Father that won't happen.

<opentext> Christ is made unto us wisdom! Yet so often, we think we can acquire wisdom through means other then the Spirit of God. Unless one has an understanding of the mystery, how can one acquire Father's wisdom? It is a hidden wisdom, that Father reveals to only those that will diligently seek Him. How many of you diligently seek Him on a regular basis? Is it a steady diet of His Word that is feeding you?

<patience> yep

<opentext> How many of you tell your deepest secrets to anyone that comes along?

<at-peace> i don't

<patience> not me

<Ro> nope

<opentext> But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, mystery = the deep secrets of God, from the greek word musterion.

<opentext> Do you think Father shares His deep secrets with anyone that comes along?

<patience> nope


<opentext> Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.


<at-peace> No, only those that are truly seeking him.

Defintion for diligently


1567  ekzeteo-


1) to seek out, search for 

2) to seek out, that is, to investigate, to scrutinize 

3) to seek out for oneself, to beg, to crave 

4) to demand back, to require

how often do we truly crave the Word of God.....

<opentext> Are you able to go boldly before the throne of grace in a time of need??

<patience> yes!

<at-peace> yes


<opentext> 1 Cor 14:20, Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. (KJV)


<opentext> Many because they say they are children of God, want to act or behave like a child also. They want to fight and argue or anything and everything. Since when does Father need you to defend Him? 

<patience> He does not.

<at-peace> H doesn't, His Word is settled.

<opentext> Are you sure enough of your relationship with Father, that you can maintain your walk with Him without wavering? Have you ever noticed how quick children are to forgive? Could this be why the Bible says not to let the sun go down with anger still in our hearts?  

opentext> Col 1:28, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)


Definition for warning


3560  noutheteo (noo-thet-eh'-o);


from the same as 3559; to put in mind, i.e. (by implication) to caution or reprove gently: 

KJV-- admonish, warn.

<opentext> How many here have ever thought....sure wish Larry would lighten up once in awhile?


<at-peace> No, have never thought that... i know and trust what Father has to say to me thru larry.

<at-peace> Whatever Fathers message is.

<opentext> The reason for this, is that i never want to have to hear Father say to me, that i never taught all of the truth to **whoever**  The message of Jesus Christ is the trumpet warning. We know not the day nor the hour that Father shall send the Son for His Church. So, yes indeed, this gospel message is a constant warning for us all to be prepared; to be settled in our hearts to know that we are His.


<opentext> Col 1:28, Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching

<opentext> every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in

<opentext> Christ Jesus: (KJV)


<NowFaithIs> Now faith, now salvation

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)


<opentext> Exactly.  How many here like to be corrected??


<at-peace> Where is your heart at, at this moment?

<NowFaithIs> At the time of correction? No.

<patience> i don't, but i know it is for my good when it is in line with the Word.

<NowFaithIs> Afterward, absolutely.

<at-peace> Not me... it hurts at the moment.


<opentext> Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.


<opentext> Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.


<NowFaithIs> I think I get more mad at myself than anything else....especially when it is a correction that I have had over and over!


<opentext> If one hears the Word in the proper context, every time we hear correction from Father, we should hear His love for us.

<Ro> We won't grow will we, if we are never corrected and challenged?

<opentext> If we are not hearing any correction from Him, one had better check out their standing with Him.

<patience> Nope, we won't, steph.

<at-peace> Its like when i was growing up... the spanking hurt at the moment... but i always knew that my mother loved me... for it was still there once the pain was gone.

<opentext> As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.

<NowFaithIs> Was just typing up hidden manna on that subject and if one thinks of the love they have for their child in correction to them because you want the best for them...then you can have a glimpse of what Father's love is in His correction for us.

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> How many so called Christians think that they should never have to be corrected?

<NowFaithIs> many

<patience> most

<at-peace> a lot

<Ro> Oh many..too many preach a weak gospel and compromise so not to offend!

<opentext> and it all comes to being taught falsely, and not knowing the Word well enough to discern.

<patience> Right...steph

<NowFaithIs> Because they don't know that they need to grow off of the milk, they are content where they are....and again, like many un-disiplined children, they behave the same way.

<patience> And also, being too lazy to search it out for ourselves to find out if it is false or not.

<opentext> It does not matter who teaches a study...we have to go to the Word, and be sure that it all lines up.  Father already knows what His Word can do, how about you? It is given for your advantage, for His Word is forever settled in heaven. Therefore, you are either for Him or against Him! He knows those that are His; how sure are you?

<patience> i am very sure about my Father.


<opentext> Heb 5:14, But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)


<at-peace> Father is my peace in this life.


<opentext> If Father corrects us in and through His Word, how then does His discernment come to us?


<NowFaithIs> John 16:13...the Holy Spirit.


<at-peace> Thru the Holy Spirit... if we listen and obey his voice .


<opentext> Isa 28:10-12  For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> As the word becomes part of our lives not just something we have read, that is when we are able to use that to discern....when it is written in our hearts.


<opentext> and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. Living waters, and only living waters, can quench the spiritual thirst.


<at-peace> So as we study Father's Word, line upon line, we buld upon the only foundation that will withstand all in this world.


<at-peace> isaiah 32:3-4  And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.


<opentext> What does a child sound like when they first start to talk? Stammering or stuttering sounds?

<NowFaithIs> lol, alex is starting to talk...he is babbling.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<opentext> The same way that we are when we first come to the Lord.....as we grow in His wisdom and knowledge, our speech regarding His Word becomes much more clear.  The more of His wisdom and knowledge that we acquire, the clearer His Word is presented.


<opentext> James 1:4, But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (KJV)

<opentext> But let patience have her perfect work.

NowFaithIs: Is it just coincidence that there is a "her" in that verse?!

Definition for patience


5281  hupomone-


1) steadfastness, constancy, endurance 


a) in the New Testament, the characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings 

b) patiently, and steadfastly 

2) a patient, steadfast waiting for 

3) a patient enduring, sustaining, perseverance

<opentext> How many of you are patient with yourselves?

<patience> Learning.

<Ro> ouch!

<NowFaithIs> :-/

<at-peace> Working on it.

<opentext> Can anyone here show me a verse where Father says that He expected immediate perfection from us?

<patience> There isn't one!

<opentext> :-)

<NowFaithIs> Nope, in fact I can show you plenty of ones that say just the opposite.

<at-peace> nope


<opentext> I Jn 2:5-6, But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. (KJV)


<opentext> But whoso keepeth his word.


Defintion for keepeth


5083  tereo-


to attend to carefully, to take care of 


a) to guard 


b) metaphorically, to keep, one in the state in which he is 

c) to observe 

d) to reserve: to undergo something

<opentext> each and every day, we should undergo a change by the Word of God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:15-16, But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> But he that is spiritual judgeth all things.


defintion for judgeth


350  anakrino-


examine or judge 


to investigate, examine, enquire into, scrutinize, sift, question 

a) specifically in a forensic sense of a judge to hold an investigation 

b) to interrogate, examine the accused or witnesses 

to judge of, estimate, determine (the excellence or defects of 

any person or thing

<opentext> If you are maturing in the Word, you will scrutinize everything that is said to be the Word of God.  One will always judge everything by the Word that Father has taught them.


<opentext> Prov 3:5-8, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. (KJV)


<opentext> In all thy ways acknowledge him,

<Faith_Is> That includes 'regular' conversation, too.

<opentext> note...it does not say in some...or when it suits you.  In ALL conversation.

<opentext> Isa 35:8-10, And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their

<opentext> gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> In all manner of conversation--that definition means in all manner of living...nothing left out.

<opentext>  The unclean shall not pass over it.


defintion for highway 

4547  macluwl (mas-lool');

from 5549; a thoroughfare (as turnpiked): 

KJV-- highway.

<opentext> It is a straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house. And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

<opentext> Luke 11:13, If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (KJV)

<opentext> John 7:16-17, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. (KJV)

<opentext>  Any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine.

<opentext> II Jn 1:9-11 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:15-16, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. (KJV)

<opentext> So, hopefully, this will gvie you a better understanding of these 2 verses.  Monday we will start.

<opentext> Phil 3:17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (KJV)

<opentext> Any questions or things to share?

<patience> That was a great study in how to keep our conversation and manners in line with Father's Word.

<opentext> Proverbs 6:2 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.

<opentext> Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

<patience> Something i noticed about one of the last verses.

<patience> If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.  However, if we do His will, we will "know" it a doctrine is of God or not...true or false.

<patience> John 7:16-17 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 

<opentext> God is not the author of confusion!!!! We cannot be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that blows through. There is but one doctrine, and that is the doctrine of Christ....Father's mystery...His secret will for those that will hear Him.

