April 27

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, in which you have blessed us with, to gather together and share the life in Christ that is within your Word.

<opentext> we ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day, as we study and hear your Word.  We are so thankful Lord, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

<opentext> Notice the personableness of this verse? That I  (you) may know him, and it is not just a once a week thing, but rather an every day occurance, or should be…and the power of his  resurrection.

<opentext> Acts 2:31-33  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.  This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

<opentext> We often times forget, that we became new creations in Christ, and what price Jesus Christ paid that we might be partakers with Him.

<opentext> Rom 8:9-11  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. (KJV)

<opentext> We do not very often give much thought to the power of His resurrection...let alone look at all the scriptures that tie together to it.

<opentext> John 10:17-18  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. (KJV)

<opentext> What  does the power of His resurrection mean to you?

<NowFaithIs> Christ in me....the hope of glory through Jesus Christ I am saved, delivered, redeemed, dead to the things of the flesh.

<at-peace> It means everlasting life with Father thru Christ Jesus, my Lord and Saviour.

<CrossBear> Being "free indeed".

<opentext> How often do we really stop to think of all Jesus Christ went through, that you and I might have new life in Him?

<CrossBear> When sharing the gospel and also as I read the scriptures.

<Ro> Some only think of it at Easter time!

<opentext> Many only do think of it once or twice a year, thank God that new life in Christ is available each and every day.

<CrossBear> There were 39 stripes he took and then there are 39 curses that were spoken in Deut.

<opentext> That was the physical price that was paid for, and then the spiritual aspect as well.

<NowFaithIs> Spiritual aspect was the separation from the Father for the first time.

<opentext> And for those of you that want to look at the blessings and the curses that is in Deut. chapter 28.

<opentext> Acts 2:31  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we rejoice in our sufferings, or grumble through them?

<NowFaithIs>  We usually grumble through them.

<CrossBear> Depend on what we consider sufferings? 

<mizpah^> Sorta rejoices...most of the time.

<Stu> When you realise that you are suffering for God you can rejoice...

<mizpah^> Mostly rejoice when it's over.

Definition for suffering...

3804  pathema (path'-ay-mah);

from a presumed derivative of 3806; something undergone, i.e. hardship or pain; subjectively, an emotion or influence: 

<opentext> KJV-- affection, affliction, motion, suffering.

<CrossBear> Then we sometimes do grumble and complain .

<Stu> Motion??????

<opentext> Most, when encountering any kind of hardships when living the gospel......wonder what they did wrong, rather then understanding that the devil never attacks an empty warehouse.

<CrossBear> More like the Israelites in the wilderness yet they were fed .

<opentext> Motion.......in terms of thoughts and feelings.

<CrossBear> And also their shoes never wore out and God delivered them out of bondage.

<Stu> I see now, thanks.

<opentext> Yes, the children of Israel complained, even though they were fed and given drink each day.

<opentext> Many times with what we have for food and raiment, we are not very content.......we want next weeks and next months provisions now....we are not content with our daily bread.

<Stu> I don't take everything for granted....I count my blessings regulary.

<CrossBear> 'yes, In Proverbs 30 Solomon asked to be given just enough so he would not curse God or forget him .

<mizpah^> That is where "now faith" come in...we have to trust Father for tomorrow and not worry about it.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 3:12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

<CrossBear> That is why worry does not add to our stature .

<Stu> I do trust Him..... Not much of a choice there.

<opentext> There is always a choice each and every day, on which path we will choose to walk on.

<NowFaithIs> To walk by faith or by sight.

<Stu> I made 1 choice Jesus... Never will I choose again any thing else.

<at-peace> Today, this day, if you will hearken unto His voice.

<NowFaithIs> …and harden not your hearts.

<opentext> Josh. 24:15...choose you this day who you will serve....each day we have to walk by now faith.

<opentext> Col 2:13-15  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

<CrossBear> That scripture is one I really love.

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:1-2  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Rom 6:13-17 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> yield=choice

<opentext> Phil 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, (KJV)

<opentext> By understanding the power of His resurrection, is what will enable us to overcome any sufferings.

<CrossBear> For me to live is Christ but to die is gain.

<NowFaithIs> In order to know him and the power of His resurrection, we must yield ourselves to the renewing of our minds...through the Word.

<opentext> Exactly, it would always be a lot better to be home with Him, but for now it is more expedient that we be here...so since we have to be yet here...we have to recognize how it is that we are able to overcome, any and all hardships that we may endure.

<opentext> 1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

<opentext> Phil 3:10-11  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

<Stu> We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?

<opentext> If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

<opentext> @read 1john 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

<opentext> Phil 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Being made conformable unto his death---Jesus Christ was obiedient to the Father in His life, death and resurrection.  Father didn't force Him, the Son was obiedient.

<opentext> Often times, we think that we need to have all of the answers... what we have to ask ourselves, is have we done to the best of our ability, that which Father has asked of us?

<NowFaithIs> Being made conformable unto his death---Jesus Christ was obedient to the Father in His life, death and resurrection.  Father didn't force Him, the Son was obedient...

<mizpah^> That is all Father expects of us...and it is what i try to do daily.

<NowFaithIs> Obedience is far better than sacrifice.

<opentext> but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 

Definition of apprehend

2638  katalambano (kat-al-am-ban'-o);

from 2596 and 2983; to take eagerly, i.e. seize, possess, etc. (literally or figuratively): 

KJV-- apprehend, attain, come upon, comprehend, find, obtain, perceive, (over-) take.

<opentext> So, as we can see then from that verse, we have to seize, know our rights and authority in Christ.

<opentext> Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil..stand = rights and authority in Christ.

<opentext> Phil 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So, as we can see here, Paul was telling us quite clearly, that he did not have all of the answers...yet....but each day he stove for a deeper and closer walk with Father through Christ.  If we go into each day thinking that we have all of the answers, what will happen to us??

<NowFaithIs> Pride will go before the fall.

<mizpah^> We will never learn anything.

<NowFaithIs> We will get puffed up and vain in our own wisdom and we will not be open to hearing Father through Jesus Christ.

<CrossBear> We become more and more  prideful. 

<opentext> Exactly.

<Jeshua4evr> If we think we have all the answers, what need is there of God?

<CrossBear> We become our own gods so to speak .

<opentext> We have to remember, that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.  This is where we have to rememeber that we are servants, working in Father's vineyard.

<opentext> Phil 3:13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, (KJV)

<Jeshua4evr> Jesus said that without Him we could do nothing..

<opentext> So, does Paul mean by this verse, that we are to forget everything that we learned yesterday??

<mizpah^> No...just the mistakes we make, and not hold it against ourselves.

<Jeshua4evr> I think he is talking about past sins, failures, etc.

<CrossBear> Not at all....But he said to count what was gained in the body loss.

<mizpah^> We remember and learn from the lessons we learn and the Word.

<CrossBear> He looked to apprehend more in Christ.

<opentext> Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

<NowFaithIs> Not forget necessarily...but if we cling onto what we learned yesterday thinking there is no more to learn...we will not grow.

<opentext> Isaiah 44:22  I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

<CrossBear> amen 

<opentext> Very good....we forget that which has been forgiven, and be not content with what Father taught us yesterday, but look for fresh manna today.  Many of us can accept Father's forgiveness, but where many of us have a problem is with forgetfulness.

<CrossBear> How do you mean??? 

<opentext> Who better then Paul, could talk to us about forgetting the past then Paul, he who had murdered and persecuted the Church.

<opentext> Phil 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, (KJV)

<opentext> Forgetting those things that are behind......there is only one being that operates in the boneyard, and that is not Father.  What Father forgives, He also forgets.

<mizpah^> Just as we have to do, also.

<Jeshua4evr> I don't think Paul ever forgot his past...it's what made God's grace so amazing to him!

<opentext> and if Father will never bring it to remembrance, who does??

<mizpah^> only satan would bring it to his remembrance...

<Jeshua4evr> Satan and ourselves.

<CrossBear> Rev 12:10-11...he stands at the throne accusing 

<opentext> Exactly, the devil is the one that operates in the boneyard...and this is why we have to develop the same forgetfulness that our Father has.

<opentext> Phil 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<CrossBear> in Isaiah 38:17 ..he says he casts our trangressions behind his back 

<opentext> this is where our focus has to be.  Where is our focus today???  Is it on what happened or went wrong yesterday?

<CrossBear> no 

<mizpah^> On Father through Jesus Christ...now...today.

<opentext> We have to operate in ***now faith****......

<at-peace> On what we can do for Father this day through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Yesterday is gone, and tomorrow is not yet here.

<opentext> Exactly, Charlene...

<opentext> How can we live this day to the glory of Father through Jesus Christ.

<NowFaithIs> If we are looking to yesterday...we are headed in the wrong direction. 

<opentext> We have to be willing to learn this day at the throne of grace.  Exactly,  michie....we have to keep going forward.  Staying on the straight and narrow path.

<CrossBear> Moses commanded to not turn to the left nor to the right .

<opentext> Father never told us it would be easy, but that He would be with us each and every step of the way.

<NowFaithIs> His glory bringing up the rear guard.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Luke 9:62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> We have to determine within ourselves each and every day....which path we will choose.

<opentext> Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> We have to continue in this faith....today.....

<opentext> 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> we look for Father's approval...not any man's....and without faith, it is impossible to please Him

<opentext> So, as you go into this day or evening....take His Word with you, let it be the lamp to guide your each and every step, in being prepared with the Word of God.

<opentext> Psalms 119:105  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> Ephesians 6:15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<opentext> We will start here tomorrow morning....with the same section of Philippians.  Any questions or things to share?

<mizpah^> The study was great....as usual....thanks.

<opentext> :-)

<CrossBear> Yes, it was. 

<opentext> Father is faithful...as always.

<Ro> Thanks.

<opentext> Tomorrow we will look at the same verses with a bit of a different perspective.

