April 22

<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this morning through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.  We thank you Father for your Word, and that opportunity for us to gather together to be taught and guided by your Holy Spirit through your Word.  Let us have open hearts and minds, as we hear your counsel and guidance this day.

<opentext> Phil 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe. (KJV)

<opentext> As we start to look at the Word today, an interesting thing as we start with this verse....what do you think the word ** finally** here means?

<at-peace> Those remaining.

<opentext> lol...very good Charlene..was wondering if anyone would remember.

<at-peace> lol

Definition of finally...actually a combination of to Greek words

the first part is the word **ho** which means he, she or they..the second word is...

3063  loipon-

remaining, the rest 

a) hereafter, for the future, henceforth 

b) at last, already 

c) for the rest, besides, moreover

<opentext> So in other words...verse 1 would start of.....to those yet remaining...rejoice in the Lord.

<at-peace> Those continuing in the Word.

<opentext> Philippians 3:1-3, It seems the church of the Philippians, though a faithful and flourishing church, was disturbed by the judaizing teachers, who endeavoured to keep up the law of Moses, and mix the observances of it with the doctrine of Christ and his institutions. He begins the chapter with warnings against these seducers. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).  To write the same  things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.

<opentext> what do you think Paul means here in this part of the verse?? Don't everyone answer at once.....

<at-peace> mulling it over

<at-peace> not sure

<opentext> Did Paul have to censure or reprimand the Church at Philippi?

<mizpah^> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So then a Larry paraphrase for this verse could be.....Paul was saying...the same things that i taught you in person, are the same things that i am penning to you know....and not to censure you, but put you in remembrance of those things, and by safe...he means words of encouragement.

<legend> How about..."for me to write to you is not tedious, and for you, it is safe that I do"...?

<opentext> Yes....because it is never hard on one to write words of encouragement...but always much harder to write a letter of chastisement.

<legend> amen

<opentext> The letter itself could not do anything for Paul's safety, because we know that he was already in prison.

<opentext> Phil 3:2, Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. (KJV)

<opentext> What does the word beware of...mean to you?

<at-peace> be watchful

Definition for beware of

991  blepo- def. For **beware of**…2) metaphorically, to see with the mind's eye a) to have the power of understanding b) to discern mentally, to observe, to perceive, to discover, to understand c) to turn the thoughts or direct the mind to a thing, to consider, to contemplate, to look at, to weigh carefully, to examine 

<opentext> 3) in a geographical sense of places, mountains, buildings, 

etc. turning toward any quarter, as it were, facing it. 

<opentext> If our mind is renewed with the Word of God...then we are able to look at all things with the mind of Christ...and will be able to see the things people might try to lead us astray with.

<opentext>  Beware of dogs, so then what does Paul mean by keeping a sharp mind against the dogs??

Definition of dogs

2965  kuon- def. For dogs….1) a dog 2) metaphorically, a man of impure mind, an impudent man

<opentext> So then beware of dogs...could be translated...keep a sharp mind for those with impure minds of thoughts.

<mizpah^> And motivations...goes with this right?

<opentext> Yes, because what the mind is renewed with, is going to be what motivates one.

<inHim> Impure thoughts could be thoughts against what Father says?

<opentext> Exactly.

<inHim> Not necessarily sexual in nature.

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

<opentext> Prov 26:11-12, As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him.(KJV)

<opentext> Proverbs gives us a very vivid description of this.

<opentext> Revelation 3:15-16 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold not hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

<opentext> In verse 16, the word spue, means to vomit in disgust, and what Father spits out with disgust...He will not return to.

<inHim> i sure don't want that!

<opentext> Another example of dogs...

<opentext> Isa 56:10-11, His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. (KJV)

<inHim> Jesus said to the woman: "It is not right to give to the dogs the childrens bread".

<opentext> Those that should be doing the work for God....and are to busy seeking out their own gain.  Very good Diane...have that verse coming up also.

<opentext> Matt 7:6, Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. (KJV)

<opentext> In other words....don't give to those that are rejecting the Word...your time and effort, but rather give to those that want to hear.

<inHim> This seems to discourage witnessing.

<opentext> What it does, is tell us to be sure we are hearing Father...and not acting on impulses.

<inHim> Feeding the hungry?

<opentext> Hungry in Spirit.

<mizpah^> 1 Pet 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)

<opentext> Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

<opentext> have you ever noticed how dogs fight with one another???

<opentext> Gal 5:15-16, But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.(KJV)

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah^> Very few want to share what they have without a fight.

<opentext> If God is our defender, and it is His battle..not ours...why do we get in arguments and skirmishes??

<inHim> Doing out of direction of the Holy Spirit - not my flesh and not to be praised by man.

<opentext> Exactly.

<mizpah^> Because the ego and doctrine of man becomes more important than the Word of God.

<opentext> Does Father need our help in defending His Word??

<at-peace> nope

<mizpah^> absolutely not

<inHim> Not one single bit of help from us.

<opentext> Psalms 119:89  For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

<inHim> only obedience

<opentext> It is already settled in heaven...so we either set our self in agreement with God...or against Him.

<inHim> God Bless - gotta go.

<opentext> Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

<opentext> One more scripture in ref to... Phil 3:2, Beware of dogs,

<opentext> Rev 22:14-15, Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:2, Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers.  What do you think Paul means by evil workers??

<zealous> Those who work evil against us.

<mizpah^> People that work behind the scenes to cause dissention and strife.

<opentext> ok

Definition of evil 

2556  kakos- def. For evil…1) used of a bad nature: not such as it ought to be 2) used of a mode of thinking, feeling, acting: base, wrong, wicked 3) troublesome, injurious, pernicious, destructive, 

baneful.

<opentext> and

<opentext> 1 Timothy 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. For the love of money is the root of all evil:

Definition of workers

2040  ergates (er-gat'-ace); def. For workers… from 2041; a toiler; figuratively, a teacher: KJV-- labourer, worker (-men).

<opentext> Matt 7:22-23, Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)

<opentext> How could it be that many have done these things ***in His name** and yet He does not know them??

<zealous> Many use the word of God for evil gain.

<opentext> Exactly.....it is to say...***look at what we have done for God***

<NowFaithIs> Zeal for God but not according to knowledge.

<opentext> We many times forget, that it is Father's vineyard that we are working in...not ours. Exactly, michie.

<opentext> Romans 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<opentext> His Word is truth! Evil workers

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:13-14, For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. (KJV)

<opentext> and unless we know the truth of the Word...how can we ever discern??

<opentext> Hebrews 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

<opentext> Unless we have gotten off of the milk of the Word, and onto the meat of the Word...there will not be much discernment.

<opentext> 1 John 4:1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

<NowFaithIs> The flesh cannot comprehend (discern) the things of the spiritual, they are contrary.

<mizpah^> That is why we have to seek daily for the Word to guide us.

<opentext> Renewing our minds daily with the Word...very good. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4, For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)

<opentext> A good example of this...is 3 wisemen around the manger...that is a fable.  How have we ever allowed this kind of teaching to get in...and if this...how much more that we are not aware of??

<NowFaithIs> Otherwise we will be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine (every man's new "revelation").

<mizpah^> There is much in doctrines, i am sure.

<opentext> And there are sure enough about **money** nowadays.

<opentext> Titus 1:16, They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:18-19. For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> they themselves are the servants of  corruption  how many of us remember what the word corruption means??:

<mizpah^> to pervert or make impure

Definintion of corrupt

5356  phthora-

1) corruption, destruction, perishing 

a) what is subject to corruption, what is perishable 

b) in the Christian sense, eternal misery in hell 

2) in the New Testament, in an ethical sense, corruption, that is, moral decay

<opentext> So as we can see...the Word has much to say about evil workers.

<opentext> Jude 1:4, For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Note how Jude says that they crept in unawares...without notice.  No one was able to discern...thus the wolves in sheeps clothing got in.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:19-20, Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> And because (as in 2 Peter verses) they allure through lusts of the flesh....their doctrines appeal to the emotions and such of the flesh.

<opentext> Exactly.

<NowFaithIs> Much of what we are seeing today.

<zealous> They tickle the ears of the believers.

<opentext> They do what makes them **feel** good...not what makes them good in Father's sight.

<opentext> Phil 3:2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.  (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> And without each individual working out their own salvation with fear and trembling or Romans 12:1-2....they blindly follow the blind.

<opentext> What do we think concision means??? Exactly michie...since they have no spiritual insight.

<mizpah^> It means to cut away.

<NowFaithIs> Division.

Definition of concision

2699 katatome (kat-at-om-ay'); def. For concision from a compound of 2596 and temno (to cut); a cutting down (off), i.e. mutilation (ironically): KJV-- concision. Compare 609.

<opentext> Many say they are of God, but all that they really do, is try to put the Church back under the bondage of the Law. And we know that the Word tells us plainly, that if we are under the law, we have then fallen from grace. (Gal 5:4, Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> aaah mutilation...using the Sword as a hammer and not as it was intended.

<opentext> lol...very good michie.

<opentext> Gal 5:1, Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember, that one of the things that Paul was warning the Philippians about, was the judizers....those that would put the people back under the Law.  And we see much of that yet today....we are justified by grace through faith...not by the Law.  We forget that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law....all of the blessings are still applicable.  Many mutilate, or cut down the liberty that is in Christ. How many of you would like to have to be under the Law?

<mizpah^> not me!

<opentext> Phil 3:3, For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> John 4:23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

<opentext> John 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:23-25, Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Wow....cut down the liberty we have in Christ....that is exactly it isn't it.  The point being to get us dependant upon a person or an organization rather than for us to be dependant upon Christ Jesus alone.

<opentext> Exactly....and this is why we are to have no confidence in the flesh.

<opentext> Phil 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext>  And have no confidence in the flesh.

<NowFaithIs> What is that verse about touch not, taste not.

<opentext> Col 2:21-23 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:8, So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> wow

<opentext> Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> This will be a good place to stop today...and we will start on verse 3 tomorrow. Any questions or things to share??

<NowFaithIs> Just looking at the definition of will worship, and that totally describes so many churches today...self imposed religion.

<opentext> Exactly.

<Ro> What do the words....dividing assunder....mean in Heb 4:12 ?

Definition for dividing asunder

3311  merismos (mer-is-mos');

from 3307; a separation or distribution: 

KJV-- dividing asunder, gift.

3307  merizo (mer-id'-zo);

from 3313; to part, i.e. (literally) to apportion, bestow, share, or (figuratively) to disunite, differ: 

KJV-- deal, be difference between, distribute, divide, give participle

