<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to share your Word of life.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day, and they we would hear all that you have for us this day.  We thank you Father for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord.


<opentext> Phil 2:5, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 


<opentext> As we look at this verse....we have to hear all that Paul is saying to us through the Holy Spirit.


<opentext> Phil 2:5, Let this mind be in you, We have to remember, that Jesus Christ always heard and obeyed the Father.

Definition of exercise the mind

5426  phroneo (fron-eh'-o); mind; from 5424; to exercise the mind, i.e. entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication, to be (mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a certain direction); 

<opentext> Jesus Christ mind was always exercised by the Word.....He was tempted in every manner as we are...yet He sinned not, because He always gave heed to the Word.

<opentext> Rom 15:5-7, Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.(KJV)

<opentext> With one mind and one mouth glorify God,  Is this always an easy thing for us to do??


<mizpah^> no

<Ro> nope

<at-peace> no

<NowFaithIs> only by the Spirit

<opentext> Col 3:2-4, Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV)

<opentext> We can only do this, by setting our affections....above.  If we dwell on the physical things of this earth.....we are focused in the wrong areas.


<NowFaithIs> The flesh continuing in subjection to the spirit.

<opentext> Not always an easy thing to do or maintain.

<mizpah^> Even if that physical thing...or especially if that physical thing is ourself.

<opentext> We so often fail to see and hear all that the Word is saying to us.  "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." How was this mind there? Was it by entertaining the wrong thoughts?

<at-peace> Through the Word of God.

<mizpah^> It was by focusing on things of God.

<opentext> Exactly...He did only the things He saw the Father do…He spoke only the things He heard the Father speak.

<NowFaithIs> That mind was in subjection to the spirit, doing that which He saw the Father do and speaking that which He heard the Father speak.

<at-peace> Renewing the mind daily on Gods Word... listening, doing, obeying Father.

<opentext> Exactly.

<angel36> There is such a pull in this world.

<opentext> Now, if we want verse 5 to be in action in our life, then verses one through 4 have to also be in operation for us to be listening to the Spirit.  Exactly...the world and all its vices are going to be constantly pulling at us.  However, what we also have to see here, is that unless we have heard and given ear to the first few verses of this chapter, how can we ever operate in the mind of Christ? We will always be seeking our own agendas, and that which will makes us stand out. If we are always trying to be in the **lime**light...we will end up being a spoiled fruit

<mizpah^> Only by letting The Light shine in us, can we glorify God.

<angel36> I always feel that I'm going one step forward and two steps back!

<opentext> Angel, this is where we have to spend that time with Father in His Word every day.....so that our spirit man does not get weak.

<angel36> You're right.


<opentext> Phil 2:1-2, If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.(KJV)

<opentext> How hard it is for us to be likeminded for the furtherance of the Gospel. To keep us of one accord, that God would be the one to receive all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving. This can only happen as we seek to do the will of God in all that we do.

<mizpah^> We have to put God ahead of ourselves...our own desires.

<opentext> We also have to remember, that a true servant, will always try to lift everyone else closer to the Lord.

<NowFaithIs> Diing to self(ishness) daily, esteeming others above us...thereby lifting them closer to God and the blessings will overflow.

<opentext> Exactly.  We are servants for the work of the Lord...and this we have to always be mindful of.

<Ro> wow!

<opentext> And not always easy to do.....

<angel36> I struggle at work to connect to some that I know are gay, etc.

<opentext> angel...we have to love the person, but hate the sin...always letting the light of Jesus Christ shine through

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<Faith_Is> How can we lift someone up if our heads are hung low in a pity party for ourselves?

<opentext> exactly...michie.

<angel36> I agree Faith Is.

<opentext> If we can show others how important that they are to God....maybe they will catch a glimpse of what can be theirs.

<opentext> Phil 2:3-4, Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. (KJV)

<opentext> These are usually the toughy  verses...and would like to paste a few of Matthew Henry's comments.  Do nothing through strife and vain glory, v. 3. There is no greater enemy to Christian love than pride and passion. If we do things in contradiction to our brethren, this is doing them through strife; if we do them through ostentation of ourselves, this is doing them through vain-glory: both are destructive of Christian love and kindle unchristian hearts. 

Christ came to slay all enmities; therefore let there not be among Christians a spirit of opposition. Christ came to humble us, and therefore let there not be among us a spirit of pride. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).  Christ destroyed all enemities......not some.


Definition for ostentation (òs´tèn-tâ´shen, -ten-) noun


1.Pretentious display meant to impress others; boastful showiness.

2.Archaic. The act or an instance of showing; an exhibition.

<opentext>  In lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. We must esteem others in lowliness of mind better than ourselves, be severe upon our own faults and charitable in our judgments of others, be quick in observing our own defects and infirmities, but ready to overlook and make favourable allowances for the defects of others.  We must esteem the good which is in others above that which is in ourselves; for we best know our own unworthiness and imperfections. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<NowFaithIs> That is what Mathew Henry said about bowels of mercies...focusing on our own short comings and overlooking the short comings of others.  If we are focused on others short comings or faults, it keeps our eyes off of the areas that we need to work out.

<opentext> In this world, we are taught to fight and claw our way to the top...and yet as we see from the Word, that just the opposite is true within Father's realm.  Can you imagine yourself writing such a letter of encouragement, while sitting in a jail cell?

<mizpah^> no, i can't

<angel36> not at all

<Ro> no

<at-peace> Not at this moment.

<NowFaithIs> No, I cannot even imagine being in a jail cell!


<NowFaithIs> Matt 23:11-12  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. (KJV)


<opentext> And yet here is our brother Paul....exhorting the brethren, telling them to be encouraged....and be a servant to all, while under those conditions.  How often do we use the excuses for how rough we think we have it?

<NowFaithIs> Less and less often as I begin to realize what Paul endured.

<opentext> And not only will we complain, but then we will exaggerate, to try to outdo the others story.

<angel36> Amen.  That's me.


<opentext> Rom 12:2, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> See that a lot in a circle of wives, each outdoing the others "can you believe how awful my husband is" stories.


<opentext> It is anyone that is acting in the flesh...conforming to this world, rather then the Word.

<at-peace> yep

<opentext> So, as we can see...Paul says not to pattern ourselves after this world....but be changed by renewing your mind with the Word of God on a daily basis.  And notice Paul does not allow squirming room.

<mizpah^> No back doors.

<opentext> Rom 12:2  …that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)


<angel36> What do you mean?


<opentext> First prove that it is good...then double check it to be sure it is acceptable unto God.....and then if it is perfect, you are on the right path.

<mizpah^> The Word is uncompromising...as we should be in our walk with God.

<NowFaithIs> Applying Philippians 4:8 to our thoughts, our words, our decisions.

Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)


<opentext> Our motives may be wrong to start with, but if we double and triple check them against the Word, with open ears…then we will hear ALL that Father has for us.


<angel36> You hear so many cults out there saying: I have the truth.

<opentext> John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.


<opentext> Any true man or woman of God, will always point the people to Father through Jesus Christ.


<angel36> Amen.


<opentext> And Paul shows us the example of this, by always trying to get us in a closer, deeper relationship with Father.

<opentext> How do we get to know God's will for our life?

<NowFaithIs> The Word

<at-peace> Continuing in Gods Word.

<mizpah^> By reading Galatians 1:4.


<opentext> Gal 1:3-4, Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:  (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly. If it leads us into sin....or under bondage to the evil of this world...it cannot be the will of God.

<hsmom> Love the Lord your God with all your heart, acknowledge him in all your ways.

<angel36> Oh I do!  Satan loves to lead us to traps, though.

<opentext> This is why we are not to be ignorant of the enemies devices or traps. By knowing the Word, we will be able to spot all his trip wires.  What did Jesus Christ speak?  What did Jesus Christ do? Didn't He set the example for us to follow?

<angel36> How do we know if it is of satan or a test from The Father?

<NowFaithIs> God does not test us or tempt us.

<at-peace> Father does not tempt us or try us.

<opentext> James 1:13-14 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. (KJV)

Definition of tempt

3985  peirazo-

1) to try whether a thing can be done, to attempt, to endeavor 

2) to try, to make trial of, to test; for the purpose of ascertaining his quantity, or what he thinks, or how he will behave himself 

a) in a good sense 

b) in a bad sense, to test one maliciously, to put to the proof his feelings or judgments craftily 

c) to try or test one's faith, virtue, or character, by enticement to sin; 

to solicit to sin, to tempt; 

used of the temptations of the Devil 

d) after the Old Testament usage 

1) used of God: to inflict evils upon one in order to prove his character and the steadfastness of his faith 

2) men are said to "tempt" God by exhibitions of distrust, as though they wished to try whether He is not justly distrusted 

3) by impious or wicked conduct to test God's justice and patience, and to challenge Him, as it were to give proof of His perfections.

<angel36> I do not mean tempt us, but He is a God of wrath, too.

<opentext> For those that do not hear and obey His Word.

<opentext> 1Thes 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> John 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

<angel36> But, what about the judgement in the end times?

<opentext> That will be for those who have not obeyed...not for His children that have heard and obeyed His Word.

<NowFaithIs> 2 Cor 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<angel36> I am studying Revelation; not an easy topic.

<opentext> If we were lowly-minded, we should be like-minded; and, if we were like Christ, we should be lowly-minded. We must walk in the same spirit and in the same steps with the Lord Jesus, who humbled himself to sufferings and death for us; not only to satisfy God's justice, and pay the price of our redemption, but to set us an example, and that we might follow his steps. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary.)

<hsmom> Amen.

<angel36> To be Christ-like, agree.

<opentext> We often  times forget, the example that Jesus Christ set for us....He was tempted by the devil in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not.

<angel36> Oh, to be like Him! His strength and will.

<opentext> Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

<at-peace> It is a continual daily process, that we learn through God’s Word to walk more perfectly in the footsteps of Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> We can only have His mind within us....as we keep ourselves renewed in the Word of God. Exactly, Charlene.

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing...and hearing by the Word of God.

<hsmom> Yes, it is a process.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<angel36> I am hearing, yet still a struggle!   : )

<NowFaithIs> 1 Cor 2:16 6For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Col 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)

<Ro> Wow, He is so faithful.

<opentext> Being lowly in mind...means that we will study for Father's approval only...not our fellow man.  We will do all things to please Father...and look for His approval only....and by handling the Word properly, we will never have a reason to be ashamed.

<angel36> I've tried 10 years to have my husband see the truth, yet he is still blind.

<opentext> angel, this is where we have to set the example...without forcing the Word on him.

<angel36> We've been married 20 yrs and I am the one that changed, he just remained the same.

<opentext> Allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine through us....setting the example.

<hsmom> don't give up, I know someone who prayed and waited for her husband for 15+ years.

<at-peace> Stop trying and learn from the Word of God, and be an example unto the Lord... let the Light of Christ shine within you and that will be the best example to your husband.

<angel36> Thank you.

<opentext> Phil 2:6-7 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> *I've tried*...when we try..it doesn't work...we can only work out our own salvation with fear and trembling, not anyone elses and as we do that by staying renewed in the Word, they begin to see the Light that shines forth through us and *ask* for the reason of the hope that is in us and we will be ready to give an answer with all meekness.

<opentext> 7But made himself of no reputation, Note...He made Himself of NO reputation.  He could have told the people...hey look at me... I am the Son of God......but rather was a servant to all people....always trying to lift them closer to Father.  If we are constantly telling people how bad they are...and how wrong they are.....are we setting the example that Jesus Christ did?

<NowFaithIs> no

<at-peace> no we are not

<hsmom> No

<angel36> no

<Ro> absolutely not

<mizpah^> No, we are not...we are to edify the body and encourage those who are not saved.

<NowFaithIs> and those that are

<hsmom> my husband is a christian, but we struggle sometimes and don't always edify each other

<mizpah^> edifying...meaning encouraging each other

<opentext> Phil 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<angel36> Judge not least ye be judged, right?

<opentext> How humbling was it for the Son of God....to be a servant to all man-kind?

<at-peace> Very humbling... for he had no place to rest .

<mizpah^> Very humbling, especially for the persecution He faced.

<angel36> Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord.

<hsmom> Very humbling.

<at-peace> He only had what Father had given him for his needs .

<opentext> This is the example that we have to see and observe....and then apply to our life.

<angel36> I pray to be humble, but my pride trips me.

<opentext> Not many ministers can make the statement that Paul made...be ye followers of me, as i am of Christ....... what a statement to be able to make...

<opentext> something we should all be striving for.

<NowFaithIs> The ultimate in what He did to serve us was to be separated from the Father for the first time....complete and utter obedience to the Spirit, not crying out how unfair it was...that He was blameless and yet had to be separated from the Father and take our sins upon Him.  We often times cry how  unfair it is when Father asks us to be humble and serve another.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<at-peace> angel36... satan is the only one who brings up what you are doing wrong, it is as we focus on what we are doing right for Father in His Word thru his Son Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Isaiah 43:25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.

<at-peace> That we are able to stand .

<Ro> Amen. 

<angel36> I see.

<opentext> We have to allow the Word of God to be the light that illuminates our every step on that straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.

<opentext> Psalms 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<NowFaithIs> Looking forward in Now faith.

<opentext> Our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace...not war.

<opentext> Tomorrow...we will start again with verses 6 and 7.

<opentext> anyone have any questions or things to add?

<mizpah^> i have a comment

<mizpah^> since there are so few in the body of Christ, we should esteem each other's works so they show the glory of God, knowing that the work will reflect on the whole body.

<NowFaithIs> Absolutely, miz.

<at-peace> miz, we agree totaly with your comment :-)

