<opentext> We ask Father, that the Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, as we seek a closer walk and relationship with you.  We are so thankful Father, that we have this time together each day, for sharing your bread of life, and are quick to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> For the past week we have been looking at the book of Philippians.  I have been surprised that during this time, no one really inquired when Paul first visited there, or why he had such deep feelings for these people.

<opentext> Acts 16:11-14, Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days. And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. (KJV)

<opentext> Several things that can be noted from these verses.  One...that this was on Paul's second missionary journey.  Another thing of note, that these people were outside of the town worshipping God, which tells us several more things.  For the Jewish people to not be worshipping in a building setting, tells us that they did not have a quorum of 10 men, for a synagogue setting to be held, so we can then gather from the setting, that there was not a great Jewish population there. It has always been and is still a common custom in the Orient to refer to one living in a foreign land by employing the adjective which designates the nationality. Renan thinks it means "the Lydian"; Thyatira is a city of Lydia. Lydia was (1) living in Philippi, (2) of the city of Thyatira,   (3) a seller of the purple-dyed garments from her native town, (4) and "one that worshipped God." Her occupation shows her to have been a woman of some capital.  If we take our time to be quick to hear what the Word is saying to us, it is amazing how much is in these few verses, if we take the time to hear.

<opentext> If we remember at about the time just before Paul came to Philippi, he was in some question as the where the Spirit was to have him go.

<opentext> Acts 16:7-9 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. (KJV)

<opentext> How many times in our lives, do we move before we have the peace of God, and the leading of the Holy Spirit?

<Evie> many times

<mizpah^> Not since i got saved.

<opentext> even for the smallest detail?

<mizpah^> THAT'S different.

<Evie> I don't understand, sorry.

<at-peace> Sometimes.... it is an ever learning process, each and every day thru the Word of God.

<Evie> Yes

<mizpah^> He meant do anything at all without the Holy Spirit's guidance, not just moving from one house to another.  

<opentext> And the reason i bring this up, is because we never quite comprehend how every decision that we make, can have an effect on someone else’s life.  As we look back at the opening verses, we see how Paul then got to Philippi, just at the time necessary for this woman to meet God.  Many times we see no significance to what father is asking us to do, and this is why we have to be sure we are hearing Father all the way through.

<NowFaithIs> true

<Evie> Yes

<opentext> The phrase which describes her religion (sebomene ton Theon) is the usual designation for a proselyte. She was in the habit of frequenting a place of prayer by a riverside, a situation convenient for the necessary ablutions required by the Jewish worship, and there Paul and his companions met her…being at a certain place at a certain time, and being ready to do whatever Father asks of us

<Evie> God will working in us.

<opentext> exactly

<Evie> open and yielded

<opentext> We never realize how much all of our decisions can affect others.

<NowFaithIs> Many times we will say something...oh I would never go there or I would never do that....and we have bound Father from being able to use us.

<opentext> Exactly. Was just thinking back to 3 years ago, how Father used someone to tell me that Father wanted me on the internet...and i laughed...not only at the thought of the internet....but having computers in the Ministry as well.

<NowFaithIs> :-)  so did I...laughed and scoffed at the internet.

<opentext> So, we always have to be open to Father leading....not just what we think should be so.

<MrPicky> LYDIA - She became the first convert to Christianity in Macedonia and, in fact, in all of Europe. Lydia is a good example for Christians in the business world today. A devout Christian and a conscientious businesswoman, she used her work to help further God's purpose. (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary) (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers).  How often do we consider how much of an effect, we can be for God?

<mizpah^> I don't think about it.

<Evie> every day

<NowFaithIs> I consider it...but often times, I don't think that I can be used like others are.

<Evie> I do, but in little ways.

<at-peace> not always

<MrPicky> And yet through the happenings of this day, much of the way that Father used to support Paul was established.  In spite of all of the rough times that Paul had at Philippi, it was still some of the Christians that he cherished most, and held dear to.

<MrPicky> Acts 16:40, And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and departed. (KJV)

<MrPicky> What do most of us think, if obstacles get in our way serving God....such as being imprisoned...or even ridiculed or mocked?

<NowFaithIs> We throw a pity party.

<MrPicky> Or we might even question Father's wisdom?

<mizpah^> We should always give it to Father.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, thinking that all is for nought.

<Evie> That we may not be doing God's will after all.

<MrPicky> Exactly.  And this is why, the more we know the Word, the clearer we will be able to hear Father's voice.   Throughout his life the Philippians held a special place in his heart. Paul writes to them with affection, and the epistle breathes a note of joy throughout. When Paul first came to Philippi, he was thrown in jail. In the deep of the night, bound and beaten, he sang a hymn to God <Acts 16:25>. 

<NowFaithIs> Also we will recognize the devices of the devil...because that is what he wants us to do...question ourselves, question God and focus on our physical circumstances so that we will give up and/or hide.

<MrPicky> Exactly.  This is why we always have to wait for the peace of God which passes all understanding.

<Evie> amen

<mizpah^> Not act impulsively, but wait for Father to guide us.

<MrPicky> A decade later Paul was again in prison, and he still was celebrating the Christian's joy in the midst of suffering, "Rejoice in the Lord always.   How many of us being thrown in jail...could rejoice, and sing praises unto God?

<NowFaithIs> Don't know that I could even comprehend it.

<Evie> I don't know. Will never know, unless it happens.

<MrPicky> How many of us on our first visit to a town, being thrown in jail, would want to return to that town again?

<Evie> not me

<at-peace> probably not

<MrPicky> And be eager to do it?

<NowFaithIs> Not me, especially if I was unjustly accused.

<at-peace> nope

<Evie> Only through God.

<mizpah^> I wouldn't want to.

<MrPicky> Yet, over Paul's years in the ministry, he would return here 3 more times.  Paul had had his first experience of a Roman scourging and of lying in the stocks of a Roman prison here at Philippi, yet he went on his way rejoicing, for a company of disciples had been formed, and he had won the devotion of loyal and loving hearts for himself and his Master.

<NowFaithIs> When he returned the second and third time, did he get thrown in jail again?

<MrPicky> One thing that we must always keep in mind, is when we were that ***one*** sheep that was the one that was lost....and someone came looking for us.  Michie, will have to look today...and answer that tomorrow

<NowFaithIs> ok 

<MrPicky> If we always keep in mind...what Father did for us....we will always be a little more willing to do all that Father asks. Philippi.--  It seems to be the least Jewish of all the Pauline churches. There were few Jews in Philippi. No Hebrew names are found in the list of converts in this church mentioned in the New Testament. The Jewish opponents of Paul seem never to have established themselves in this community. And yet, without the Jewish opposition there, the devil still found enough people to make it difficult for Paul to preach there.  Women seem to be unusually prominent in the history of this church, and this is consistent with what we know concerning the position accorded to woman in Macedonian society.   If the constituent elements of the church at Philippi fairly represented the various elements of the population of the city, they must have been cosmopolitan in character. Philippi was an old Macedonian city which had been turned into a Roman colony.  It was both Greek and Roman in its characteristics. Christianity had been introduced here by two Jews, who were Roman citizens, and a Jewish son of a gentile father. In the account given of the rounding of the church in <Acts 16> three converts are mentioned, and one is a Jewish proselyte from Asia, one a native Greek, and one a Roman official.

<Evie> About what time in history was this? Before 100 AD?

<MrPicky> Somewhere between 48 to 50 AD.

<Evie> Thank you

<MrPicky> Paul died somewhere around 68AD.

<Evie> ok

<MrPicky> It always amazes me, how Father can use the simplest of things, to bring about so great of a change.

<NowFaithIs> We have a lot of grandiose ideas ...don't we...but that is why Father's wisdom confounds the wise.

<MrPicky> By a slight change of plans for Paul....he made a few others see the love of God, and thus had encouragement for the rest of his time in the ministry. Exactly...and why we have to be willing and obedient to all that Father asks of us.  As one searches the epistles, you will find that the Philippians supported him on a regular basis, and would take offerings from them, when he would refuse it from others.

<mizpah^> why?

<MrPicky> As a  matter of fact, this letter was written by Paul, as he set in jail in Rome, to thank them for the gift that they had sent to him.  miz, because their motives were pure in giving to God....they were not seeking an advantage over the apostle, but giving of a pure heart.  Our motives always have to be pure before the Lord.

<NowFaithIs> In that nothing the ministry might be blamed.

<MrPicky> Exactly. PHILIPPIANS, THE EPISTLE TO 

<MrPicky> one mind in the Lord. It is a remarkable proof of the fact that in Christ all racial and social conditions may be brought into harmony and made to live together in peace. (5) They were a very liberal people. They gave themselves to the Lord and to Paul <2 Cor 8:5>, and whenever they could help Paul or further the work of the gospel they gave gladly and willingly and up to the limit of their resources; (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft).  How many times do we think what we have to offer God can be of no value?

<mizpah^> sometimes

<at-peace> sometimes

<MrPicky> How much of a comfort do you think it was to Paul, to know that he always had a few from Philippi that were praying for him?

<at-peace> alot of comfort

<mizpah^> It must have been of great comfort to him.

<Evie> a very big comfort

<MrPicky> And in this, we can then see why Paul in his journeys, made a total of 4 trips there....to be refreshed for whatever lay before him. Have you ever noticed at times when you are really confident in your relationship with Father....how nothing thrown against you, bothers you?

<NowFaithIs> yes!!

<Evie> yes

<mizpah^> yes

<at-peace> yes, very much so

<MrPicky> this is why the gathering together of the saints, to share the Word of life...and prayer, and fellowship are so vital and important. If we take the time to know the people that we are reading about in the epistles, it will give us a deeper understanding of what Father is trying to say to us in the epistles.  It helps us become more aware of all the ways that Father can and will work if we allow Him to. All to often we wonder how God can use us, and yet if we are willing...God can use us beyond all that we may think.  Hopefully, by taking this time today to see who the Philippians were, it will give us a deeper insight to Paul’s epistle to them, as we continue tomorrow with our regular study.  Tomorrow, we sill start at Phil 2:5...and continue with our regular study.

