<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the honor and privilege that we have to come together to share your precious Word of life.  We ask Father that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day, as we seek your wisdom and guidance for this day.  We are ever so thankful Father, for all that you have done for us, and all that you have yet in store for your children, and we give you and you alone Father, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 2:15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  (KJV)

Definition for blameless

273  amemptos-

blameless, deserving no censure, free from fault or defect

<opentext> In this world today....this is something that takes extra effort on our part, so that we are not taken in by the many subtleties of the devil, and this covers so many areas...from driving a car...to just casual conversation.  How often are we taken in by other drivers....and begin to act like they do??

<mizpah^> Used to all the time, and still do at time.

<Angel36> I hear ya.

<at-peace> ummm.... sometimes, not as much as i used to .

<Angel36> Easy to bend the rule a bit.

<opentext> Probably one of my pet peeves is...people with Christian bumper stickers on, and drive worse then all the rest.

<NowFaithIs> Much better than I used to and often times Father will have me stop so that others may go ahead of me.

<opentext> And immediately wonder what the witness is to the rest of the world? Just as we get impatient standing in lines at a store or such, and grumble, instead of taking the time to pray or praise Father.

<NowFaithIs> The funny thing is, we often get impatient and we are in no hurry to get anywhere!!

<opentext> How much better of a witness would we be unto Father, if we prayed every time we had to wait in line, instead of joining in with the **grumble gertie's**??

<Angel36> A lot of Christians feel that they should be treated different.

<opentext> I apologize if there are any gertrudes here.

<mizpah^> A really good witness, and it would do us a world of good, too.

<opentext> Exactly.  So often we open mouth and insert foot, before we pray or think, and not necessarily in that order.

Definition for harmless

185  akeraios-

1) unmixed, pure (as in wines or metals) 

2) used of the mind, without a mixture of evil, free from guile, innocent, simple

<opentext> The Lord Himself, told us to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  We are to be in the world, but not of the world.

<opentext> Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,  (KJV)

<Angel36> So hard to live that way......meaning not of the world.

<opentext> A cts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

<opentext> And ye shall be witnesses unto me.  We forget who we are supposed to be witnesses to.....and few know what the word witness really means. Witness means to be a martyr...to set ones life aside.

<Angel36> Martyr in what way?

<opentext> And also notice who it is that we are to be witnesses to.  Martyr...to set ones life aside that we would set aside our lives unto God.

<Faith_Is> Living sacrifice.

<at-peace> To be a living sacrifice unto Father through his Son Jesus Christ.

<Faith_Is> Many forget that Father doesn't only see us when we are at church or praying or whatever, but that He always sees and hears us every moment.

<opentext> As Paul said...come out from among them, and be ye separate saith the Lord....so that we are not partakers of their evil deeds....that we are not counted amoung them.  And as we all well know, a hard thing to do in this society.

<Angel36> Same thought as not being of the world, right?

<mizpah^> yes

Definition for without rebuke

299  amomos-

1) without blemish: as a sacrifice without spot or blemish 

2) morally: without blemish, faultless, unblameable

<opentext> Romans 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

<opentext> That ye present your bodies a living sacrifice.  We can only be a living sacrifice, if we are alive for God.

<Angel36> And be not ashamed of the gospel.

<opentext> Because the wages of sin are______? Exactly.

<at-peace> death

<mizpah^> death

<opentext> Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

<Angel36> I get teased whenever I even wear one of my Christian shirts to work! ...but, I am not ashamed.

<opentext> John 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

<opentext> Phil 2:15  the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  (KJV)

Definition of crooked

4646  skolios (skol-ee-os');

from the base of 4628; warped, i.e. winding; figuratively, perverse: 

KJV-- crooked, froward, untoward.

4646  skolios-

1) crooked, curved 

2) metaphorically: 

a) perverse, wicked 

b) unfair, surly, froward

Definition for perverse

1294  diastrepho-

1) to distort, to turn aside 

to oppose, to plot against the saving purposes and plans of God 

2) to turn aside from the right path, to pervert, to corrupt

<opentext> This sure describes most nations in the world today.

<mizpah^> That's for sure.

<opentext> Many say Lord, Lord, but do not the things that He said

<NowFaithIs> Zeal for God, but denying the power thereof.

<opentext> @read romans 10:2  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.

<opentext>  2 Timothy 3:5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

<opentext> Phil 2:15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember, that we are the light, as well as the salt of the earth

<opentext> if our lights are flickering...then what?

<NowFaithIs> Our oil is low and soon will die out.

<mizpah^> The two things it takes for something to grow...if it flickers...it is the light is diminishing.

<Angel36> ...better to light a little candle than curse the darkness.....

<at-peace> Our pure oil of Gods Word is running low.... as the five foolish virgins.

<opentext> As did the five foolish virgins....in Matthew 25.  Exactly. Whose job is it to be sure the lamp is full?

<at-peace> ours

<NowFaithIs> ours

<mizpah^> It is up to each individual.

<opentext>  2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> Study to shew thyself approved.

<NowFaithIs> Working out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

<at-peace> Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling... not someone else’s.

<opentext> Exactly.

<NowFaithIs> And not waiting until the last minute to go and try to buy some oil.

<opentext> If we each only realized how much of a full time job we are for self.

<Angel36> We have the choice......God gave us free will so that we are not His little robots.  

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Phil 2:16 Holding forth the word of life;  (KJV)

<mizpah^> It is our choice to serve God or the flesh..

Def inition for holding forth

1907  epecho-

1) to have or to hold upon, to apply, to observe, to attend to 

to give attention to 

2) to hold toward, to hold forth, to present 

3) to check, 

to delay, to stop, to stay

<opentext> Prov 4:20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<NowFaithIs> That the Word may go before us in all that we say and do, just like when you hold a lamp out before you to be able to see your every step.

<opentext> Correct, and also that we have to attend to the Word of God.  If God speaks, and we do not listen.....then what??

<NowFaithIs> Then we have strayed off of the straight and narrow and into the thorns and rocks....ouch.

<mizpah^> We fall into blunders and mess things up.

<opentext> Exactly.

<at-peace> We are being disobedient children.

<opentext> Prov 7:24-25 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.  (KJV)

<Angel36> Wonder if we do something wrong (not realizing); is that sin to God?

<NowFaithIs> Hearken unto me *now*...*now* faith is the substance of things....

<opentext> 1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Angel, if with a pure heart we confess what we know we did wrong....note the last of the verse,  and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He then cleanses us from all unrighteousnesss.

<NowFaithIs> All unrighteousness covers that which we do not realize as sin.

<Angel36> I never understood that.

<opentext> 16Holding forth the word of life;  It is the Word of God that we are holding forth .  Many times we forget that, and do not handle it properly.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> Nor handling the word of God deceitfully.

<opentext> Phil 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.  (KJV)

<opentext> So, it is up to us as the individual...to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering.

<opentext> Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

<opentext> The profession of our faith.

<at-peace> Being grounded and settled in the Word of God... not being tossed to and fro.

<opentext> Ephesians 4:14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<opentext> Colossians 1:23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> If ye continue in the faith.

<opentext> Phil 2:17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.  (KJV)

<opentext> Most of us have a hard time being offered up for ourselves, let alone for someone else’s faith.  We may lay down our life for ourselves, or our children.....but what about for a stranger....or someone in the body of Christ??

<mizpah^> ummm...that would be difficult, i think.

Def inition for   **I be offered.

4689  spendo (spen'-do);

apparently a primary verb; to pour out as a libation, i.e. (figuratively) to devote (one's life or blood, as a sacrifice) ("spend"): 

KJV-- (be ready to) be offered.

 4689  spendo-

1) to pour out as a drink offering, to make a libation 

2) in the New Testament to be offered as a libation 

3) figuratively, used of one whose blood is poured out in a violent death for the cause of God

<opentext> How much do you put your very life on the line for the Word as Paul did?

<Angel36> Notice people can talk about GOD so openly;  but, not Jesus in public. Why is that?

<opentext> Because the are ashamed of the gospel of Christ.

<at-peace> Working on it every day... to become more bold in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> They can talk a good show at church, but they will not be marked as a Christian away from the building.  They are what i call **undercover** Christians

<Angel36> Sunday - Believers!

<at-peace> yep

<mizpah^> It is even easier to say Jesus in public than Jesus Christ.  They don't want to sound too close to being a Chrtisian.

<opentext> Or another word for them is **popcorn** Christians, they only pop up once a week, the rest of the time they hide in the field.

<Angel36> At work I only hear the name Jesus Christ as swearing.

<at-peace> I hear both used that way at work.

<opentext> That is why the devil has them using that name.

<at-peace> More often though Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Any way that he can get someone to degrade, and think less of the name of the Son of God....the less it will mean to that person.

<Angel36> When I hear that....it just sends chills in me.

<opentext> Phil 2:18 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.  (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Wow....just realized more will use the full name of Jesus Christ in swearing....than those that will go before the throne of grace in the full name of the Son.

<opentext> One of the interesting things is that of all Paul's epistles, this was the only Church that supported him...Exactly, michie.  One never knows how lonely the walk with the Lord is, until they ask Father to use them, and they do as Father asks of them.

<Angel36> One day every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

<opentext> Exactly angel...for the tongue is an extension of the heart.   And they will have to admit that He was their Lord and Saviour, or with their tongue they will have to say how they repeatedly denied Him.

<Angel36> I heard that the tongue can break every Commandment.  We can even KILL someone with our tongues in gossip.

<opentext> Matt 12:34-37  Of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.  

<NowFaithIs> Words of hate=murder.

<opentext> Proverbs 6:2  Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.

<opentext> Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.

<opentext> Our words are much more powerful then most people think.

<Angel36> Isn't gossip just as bad as doing it?

<opentext> Yes it is.  Jesus Christ said that by thinking it is the same as doing it.

<Angel36> ouch

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

<opentext> This is why we have to cast down the thoughts and imaginations.  That exalt themselves against the knowledge of God

<opentext> Matt 5:28   But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her  hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  (KJV)

<opentext> So, we have to keep our hearts and minds pure before the Lord.....this is why we have to keep our minds renewed with and by the Word of God.

<Angel36> What about if you just look at someone and think that he or she is beautiful?

<opentext> That is fine, it is when one dwells on it, and gives the next glance with ulterior motives.

<Angel36> When it becomes a lust, right.

<opentext> James 1:13-16  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  Do not err, my beloved brethren.  (KJV)

<opentext> These verses explain it quite well angel.

<Angel36> Yes, indeed.

<opentext> Phil 2:18-19 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.  But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. (KJV)

<opentext> This is where we will start Monday....and put the verses up so all would know where we are going to start.

