


<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time that you have blessed us with to gather in the name of you Son Jesus Christ.  We are ever so grateful for this Word of life that you have blessed us with, and the opportunity to be taught and led by your Spirit.  Father, minister to our hearts this day, that we would be the stronger, more capable servants for the work of your kingdom...in Christ Jesus name we pray.





<opentext> Phil 1:19-20 For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. (KJV)





<opentext> How often do we look forward to each day with earnest expectation while serving Father?


<mizpah^> everyday


<Hischild> always


<at-peace> More and more everyday that i learn more from Father.


<Ro> everyday


<opentext> How many of us would say this if we had been sitting in prison a few years??


<Hischild> ? don't know


<at-peace> ummmm... not sure


<Ro> no


<opentext> Yet, here we see our brother Paul....entering each day with the anticipation of reaching one more, and his faith being strengthened besides.  How many would have this peace and confidence sitting in a cell?


<Hischild> ? only through the Holy Sprit


<Ro> I would fail





<opentext> Phil 1:20 That in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified


<opentext> (KJV)





<opentext> As we learn to put Christ first, we find that nothing is to hard.  Nothing is beyond the capabilities of Christ.


<Hischild> amen


<opentext> As Paul says later...learning to be content in whatever state he is.


<mizpah^> I can do all things through Christ.


<opentext> Every place that i may be ...i see as an opportunity to have an answer for one more that may ask of the hope that is within me.





<opentext> Phil 1:20-21 Now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (KJV)





<opentext> What do you think that Paul means by this statement here?


<Hischild> He was content with what every happened to him.  Life or Death.


<mizpah^> as long as we are alive, we should be living for the glory of Father, even though we would inherit the kingdom if we died.


<at-peace> To die would be he would go home to Father, to live is to serve Christ, in pointing one more to Father thru Jesus Christ.


<opentext> Exactly.......even though he knew to be absent from the body, was to be present with Christ....he was always looking for the one more while he was here....rather then thinking of what life we would be like absent from here.  Many times we will so focus on the persecution and trial going on, that we just want to leave and be home with Father...yet


<opentext> we have to maintain our focus on what Father would have us do this day.  This what we see Paul reminding the brethren of...reminding them to keep their focus on Christ...not the problems.





<opentext> Isa 50:7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. (KJV)





<at-peace> He learned to be content in what ever state he was in.


<opentext> There is not a thing that will deter me from doing what Father asks of me. Setting our face like a flint.......


<Ro> a flint?


<opentext> A stone for striking to obtain a spark.


<Ro> thanks


<at-peace> The fullness and glory of Christ within us, that others may ask of the hope that is in us and that we may have an answer for everyone who asks.





<opentext> Isa 54:4-5 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he  be called. (KJV)





<opentext> Sometimes one forget the objective is to drain the swamp, when knee deep in alligators.


<Hischild> ?


<mizpah^> Sometimes our feet gets stuck in the mud.


<opentext> Hischild...if we focus on the problems...we will forget Father's instructions.


<Hischild> Oh, yes





<opentext> Ps 62:5-7, My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. (KJV)





<opentext> If God be for us....who can be against us.





<opentext> Rom 5:3-5 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (KJV)





<opentext> We sometimes forget, that Paul did not have the New Testament to read while in prison....he was still being used by Father to pen it.





<opentext> Phil 1:21-22 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.  (KJV)





Definition for wot...


1107  gnorizo (gno-rid'-zo);


from a derivative of 1097; to make known; subjectively, to know: 


<opentext> KJV-- certify, declare, make known, give to understand, do to wit, wot.





<opentext> Always maintaining our focus on Father....no matter what the situation may be.


<mizpah^> Being independent of the external circumstances.  Exactly.





<opentext> Phil 1:23-24 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. (KJV)





<opentext> these few middle verses can have little added to them, since they are so plain and straight forward.


<Hischild> yes


<opentext> Each and every day that we are here, we should always be ready to do all that Father asks to reach one more that is looking for help.





<opentext> Phil 1:24-25 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; (KJV)





<opentext> Notice how even though Paul is the one in prison....he is the one encouraging the people on the liberty that is in Christ.


<mizpah^> He never stopped doing Father's work.





<opentext> Philippians 1:21-26  PP8, Paul's strait was not between living in this world and living in heaven; between these two there is no comparison: but his strait was between serving Christ in this world and enjoying him in another. Still it was Christ that his heart was upon: though, to advance the interest of Christ and his church, he chose rather to tarry here, where he met with oppositions and difficulties, and to deny himself for awhile the satisfac (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)





<at-peace> He trusted totally in Father.


<at-peace> He was being a living sacrifice unto Father.


<opentext> So often we become selfish and self-centered when we go through problems and such...and think no one else has gone through what we have.  Exactly, Charlene.


<Hischild> He knew God had much more work for him to do.


<opentext> To present ourselves to Father.....we have to be a living sacrifice...and that can only come through the living Word.


<opentext> Yes...and much more work can be reaching ***one*** more.....for what price can be put on one persons salvation??


<at-peace> none


<Hischild> Priceless


<mizpah^> none


<opentext> So, each and every day, we should set our face like flint, to do that which Father asks of us this day.  How many days do you wake up and feel like studying and praising God?


<Hischild> Everyday


<at-peace> everyday


<mizpah^> everyday


<opentext> Is your heart always ***fully*** in it?


<Hischild> Usually


<Ro> My flesh fights.


<at-peace> not at first


<opentext> So, then we can see that Paul was no different then us....so how did he overcome those feelings?


<mizpah^> By pressing on toward the mark...





<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight.


<at-peace> By not looking at the whole picture, by now faith... one day at a time... keeping his focus on Gods Word thru Jesus Christ.


<mizpah^> If he had walked by sight, we probably wouldn't be reading his epistles.


<opentext> Many times what we would see as a prison cell.....God would see as the opportunity that Paul had....to pen the epistles and encourage the brethren...


<at-peace> He was writing from his heart.


<opentext> This is why we can not focus on the picture that the world presents.....but rather see and observe through Father's eyes.


<Hischild> Yes, all things work together for good.





<opentext> Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.





<opentext> To them that love God AND are called according to His ***purpose***


<at-peace> Not what we think our purpose is.


<opentext> We many times have the misconception that Paul was this popular preacher....welcomed everywhere that he went...





<opentext>  2 Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.





<opentext> 2 Pet 3:15-16 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. (KJV)





<opentext> Many times we get the wrong notions that serving Father is going to cause us to win a popularity contest.....we have to remember that there is but One that we have to please.


<Hischild> amen


<opentext> We can only maintain this focus, as we look for Father to feed us and build us up with His Word.


<at-peace> Study to shew ourselves approved unto Father.


<opentext> Exactly....and not always easy for the flesh to do.





<opentext> Phil 1:25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;


(KJV)





<opentext> Notice how unselfish Paul is in this verse....in spite of where he is at...he will continue that they might be built up.





<at-peace> Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:





<opentext> this truly shows us the unselfish role of a servant.  The only way that our confidence can grow, is by the time that we spend with Father in His Word. By studying for Father's approval.





<opentext> Phil 1:26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again. (KJV)





<opentext> How often do we ***feel*** like doing all for the benefit of the body of Christ.


<Hischild> Feelings shouldn't count, but they do.


<opentext> In the role of a servant...the role of the body of Christ will always come before ones own thoughts and needs.


<at-peace> Not always when we allow the flesh in the way.


<opentext> And we should all rememeber what the works of the flesh are.





<opentext> Gal 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (KJV)





<mizpah^> Sometimes it is difficult to put our own feelings on hold to lift others up.





<opentext> Rom 8:8-9 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)





<opentext> Phil 1:27


<opentext> Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;(KJV)





Defintion for conversation


4176  politeuomai (pol-it-yoo'-om-ahee);


middle voice of a derivative of 4177; to behave as a citizen (figuratively):  KJV -- let conversation be, live.





<opentext> So, as we can see in this verse, that Paul is sharing with us, that we should act like citizens of the kingdom of God......so that we are set aside from those of this world.





<opentext> Phil 1:27 That whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  (KJV)





<opentext> Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,


<Hischild> one truth





<opentext> We should be of one mind and one accord....for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.





<opentext> John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.





<opentext> Phil 1:28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. (KJV)





<opentext> 2 Timothy 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.





<KevDon> amen


<Hischild> amen





<opentext> 1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.





<Hischild> awsome


<opentext> Satan goes about ***as*** a roaring lion.....making noise to keep you from hearing the Word.


<opentext> the devils 


<mizpah^> Kinda difficult hearing that still small voice if you are listening to a roaring lion.


<opentext> Purpose is to keep your focus off of the Word.





<opentext> Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 





<opentext>  Our confidence has to be in Father, and the work that He asked His Son Jesus Christ to do.


<Hischild> Until He returns.


<opentext> Exactly.


<Ro> But, if the Word is more powerful than satan, how come he can stop us from hearing?


<mizpah^> So, if we will give Him the clay (a living sacrifice) He will mold us into faithful children of God.


<opentext> Ro....how many years have we listened and trained ourselves in operating contrary to the Word??


<Ro> many


<opentext> It takes time to renew the mind with the Word.....and get all of the weeds out of our spiritual garden.


<mizpah^> The joy of the Lord is our strength...we can do all things through Christ.


<at-peace> We can do all things thru Christ who strengthens us.


<mizpah^> :-)


<Hischild> His Spirit will always overcome the world.


<opentext> We often forget how long and hard we worked at getting ourselves in the mess that we did.....and it is only by turning to the Word...and using Father's strength...Christ Jesus that we can overcome.





<opentext> 1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.





<mizpah^> Absolutely!


<opentext> We have to remember that the Spirit of Christ that abides in al believers...is greater then the power of the devil.





<at-peace> Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.


<Hischild> amen





<mizpah^> Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.


<opentext> And...we have to remember that our faith is developed by hearing....and hearing by the Word of God.  We have to renew our minds daily with the Bread of Life...


<mizpah^> Otherwise, we get stale and rigid...and we can't go forward without the Word.


<Ro> very true


<Hischild> Yes, Mizpah.


<opentext> Now faith is.....forgetting those things that are behind...and the old manner of man that we were....and pressing forward by the Word of God...Jesus Christ...our hope and our strength.





<opentext> Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;





<opentext> we will continue here at verse 29 tomorrow.


