opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time together to share in your bread of life, the living Word.  Father, we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day, as we study the Word seeking your approval only.  We thank you Father for all that you have done for us this day already, and all that you have yet in store for


<opentext> and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Jesus Christ our Lord.





<opentext> Phil 1:15, Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: (KJV)





<opentext> Here we can see Paul saying that all will not present the gospel of Jesus Christ with good or proper motives....as we witnessed just a few minutes ago.  What would cause people to do this?


<NowFaithIs> Seeking their own gain.


<Hischild> Fear


<opentext> When you think of envy...as Paul states there...what does envy mean to you?


<NowFaithIs> jealousy


<mizpah^> to be jealous 





Definition for envy


5355  phthonos (fthon'-os);envy; probably akin to the base of 5351; ill-will (as detraction), i.e. jealousy (spite):  1) envy  2) for envy, that is, prompted by envy. From the base word 5351…def for… 5351  phtheiro (fthi'-ro); corrupt or destroy….probably strengthened from phthio (to pine or waste); properly, to shrivel or wither, i.e. to spoil (by any process) or (generally) to ruin (especially figuratively, by moral influences, to deprave):  KJV-- corrupt (self), defile, destroy. to corrupt, to destroy  a) in the opinion of the Jews, the temple was corrupted or "destroyed" when anyone defiled or in the slight its guardians neglected their duties 


b) to lead away a Christian congregation from that state of knowledge and holiness in which it ought to abide  c) to be destroyed, to perish  d) in an ethical sense, to corrupt, to deprave. 





<opentext> The job of any minister of the gospel, is to always point the people to Father through Jesus Christ...not build up a following for themselves.  How often do we defile our own temple, when we become jealous or envious of others?


<Vexa> Envy is still a problem...even among Christians.  I know it from our church.


<opentext> Look at what Paul says, and how he describes carnal Christians.





<opentext> 1 Cor 3:2-3, I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? (KJV)





<Vexa> People can be SO jealous.


<gully> it will always be there


<opentext> These kind of things happen when people are led by the flesh, rather then the Spirit.


<Vexa> agreed


<Hischild> Yes


<gully> yeah


<Hischild> sinful nature


<opentext> Here again, Paul gives us a description of these things in this text.


<opentext> Gal 5:19-21, Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance (strife), emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (KJV)





<opentext> Unless we take the time to feed and nurture our spirit man every day, isn't this how we too will end up?


<Hischild> Yes, without the cleansing blood of Jesus.


<NowFaithIs> Absolutely, cannot weed out the old man without renewing our minds on the Word of God.


<opentext> It is only as we act and react in the flesh, that we get caught up in these kind of attitudes and actions.  If we are led by the Spirit of God...He will lead us into all truth......and cause us to want to please God.


<Vexa> Yeah, we have to die for Christ daily.


<gully> what do you mean by that vexa?


<NowFaithIs> Dying of the flesh, renewing of the Spirit, gully.


<opentext> We have to put aside the wants and desires of the flesh each day....and chose to serve God in spirit and in truth.


<gully> everyday?


<opentext> every day...for they that are in the flesh cannot please God.


<gully> have faith.


<NowFaithIs> We cannot serve the flesh and Spirit, gully.





<NowFaithIs> Romans 8:8-9  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.





<opentext> 2 Cor 12:20, For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: (KJV)





<Vexa> We have cross to bear.


<gully> i know we cannot but


<opentext> It is the Word that sets us free from the desires of this world.  But one has to have that desire to serve God through Jesus Christ


<Hischild> And the Spirit of Father living in us.


<opentext> We so often read the good texts of the Word...and do not see all of the problems that Paul had to address in the early church


<gully> still not sure on topic.





<opentext> Philippians 1:15  Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:





<opentext> 1 Tim 6:3-4, If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, (KJV)





<Vexa> Why God made people envy?? Any suggestions?  Is there any good about it?


<opentext> Each person has their own free will....and God will not violate that.


<mizpah^> God didn't make people envy, Vexa.


<NowFaithIs> Our sin nature is what causes ungodly behaviour.


<Vexa> good point.





<opentext> James 4:5-6, Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. (KJV)





<opentext> And the battle continues in our mind, and this is why we have to renew our mind each day with the Word of God.  Peter gives us a very good description of this also.





<opentext> 1 Pet 2:1-2, Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: (KJV)





<opentext> But notice...***you*** have to desire this.  Many times we desire what we see others have, rather then seeking that which Father has for us.


<Hischild> Wants not needs.


<NowFaithIs> Many times we desire what others have but do not want to do what it takes to obtain it as well.


<opentext> Father knows what we have need of before we ask....but, we have to ask.  Yes...many want an easy road, and are not willing to pay the price to obtain it.


<gully> What do you mean before we ask we have to ask?


<opentext> Does God know all?


<Hischild> Yes


<gully> Doesn't answer my question.


<opentext> Then would it not be for our benefit to ask Him, who knows what we are in need of?


<gully> yes, praying... but you said before we ask, we have to ask


<Hischild> Gully, you didn't read it right.





<NowFaithIs> Matt 6:8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)





<gully> Well, please explain!


<mizpah^> Even though He knows what we have need of...we still have to ask.  Before we ask Him...He already knows what we have need of...but, we still have to ask in order to receive.


<gully> Ok. Now that i put a couple of letters into the sentence i understand.





<opentext> Matt 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)





<opentext> Many times we want to follow the crowd, where they are going, and what they are doing....and yet this scripture shows us quite clearly what can happen if we envy and follow the wrong things.





<opentext> (Philippians 1:15) -- Some indeed preach Christ even of envy


<opentext> and strife; and some also of good will:





<opentext> What do you think **strife** means??


<Hischild> Contention


<NowFaithIs> fighting, debating


<mizpah^> to cause disruption 


<opentext> good answers





Definition of strife


2054  eris (er'-is); strife… of uncertain affinity; a quarrel, i.e. (by implication) wrangling: KJV-- contention, debate, strife, variance.  contention, strife, wrangling





<mizpah^> So, they are using Christ Jesus as a tool for debate?


<opentext> Yes, exactly, mizpah.  How often have you thought that Paul would have to address these issues, so few years after Jesus Christ has left this earth??


<Hischild> People haven't changed much.


<Vexa> not at all


<NowFaithIs> I wouldn't have thought long...but then again...there weren't too many that followed Jesus Christ when He was on earth either.


<mizpah^> no they haven't but it still surprises me that Paul had to preach this so soon after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. <Hischild> yes


<opentext> And if it was this obvious this soon after Jesus Christ had left, how much worse has it got some 1960 years later?


<NowFaithIs> Same sin, different day.


<mizpah^> It's like a virus that only gets worse...much more evident these days.


<gully> yeah


<opentext> Have you noticed all the different epistles that Paul had to address this in?


<NowFaithIs> yes





<opentext> Rom 13:13-14, Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. (KJV)





<opentext> Have you noticed how envy and strife go hand in hand with all the other desires of the flesh?


<gully> yes


<mizpah^> yes


<Hischild> yes


<NowFaithIs> yes


<opentext> This is why we have to have the Holy Spirit as our teacher and our guide.





<opentext> @read john 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.





<NowFaithIs> And where there is envy and strife, there is disunity.





<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.





<opentext> exactly.....the next thing Paul addresses by the Spirit is contention.





<NowFaithIs> Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?(KJV)


<opentext> Phil 1:16, The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: (KJV)





<opentext> what does contention mean to you???


<mizpah^> strife





definition for contention


2052  eritheia- contention….electioneering or intriguing for office  a) apparently, in the New Testament a courting distinction, a desire to put oneself forward, a partisan and fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts  b) partisanship, fractiousness;  


Before New Testament times this word is found only in Aristotle where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. Paul exhorts to be one in the mind of Christ not putting self forward or being selfish (Phil. 2:3). James 3:14 speaks against having selfishness or self-promoting in your heart.





<NowFaithIs> Self seeking pursuit.


<Hischild> Ahhhh, yes


<opentext> And what is the purpose of each and every Christian?


<NowFaithIs> To be a servant to all....be selfless and point people to Father through Jesus Christ and the Word.


<Hischild> To Love and Live for the Father, and Praise Him in everything we do.





<opentext> Eph 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV)





<opentext> So, then we should all be striving and working for the unity of the faith.


<NowFaithIs> Unity..yes, which cannot be established with contention,strife, envy....etc.


<Hischild> amen


<opentext> Correct....and yet this is what Paul was facing.  And what is even more amazing...is where was Paul when he was writing this letter?


<NowFaithIs> prison? Correct.


<NowFaithIs> So he played referee from jail?!


<Hischild> Under house arrest.


<opentext> What it shows us...is how fearful the enemy was of him, even when he was seemingly a prisoner. How often do we look at our own circumstances and think that Father can not use us?


<NowFaithIs> He had just said earlier in the verses that although he had to defend the gospel...it was used to further the gospel, so that is understandable.


<mizpah^> sometimes


<NowFaithIs> not as much as before, but still...sometimes


<Hischild> Me too





<opentext> Phil 1:17-18  But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. (KJV)





<Hischild> amen


<opentext> Paul rejoiced in that Christ was preached....but how could he...with the motives behind it??


<Hischild> The story of Jesus was getting out.





<NowFaithIs> Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. (KJV)





<mizpah^> Because if Christ is mentioned, there is an opportunity for someone to get to know Christ...becoming hungry to know Him.


<opentext> Good answers.  If Christ is preached...and one hears and seeks Father sincerely.....who will teach them?


<NowFaithIs> The Holy Spirit.





<opentext> 1 John 2:27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.





<opentext> Exactly. And this is why Paul could and did rejoice...knowing that the Word of God is greater then any circumstances.


<Hischild> yes


<NowFaithIs> This became my point of question when Evander Holyfield was preaching and following Benny Hinn.  I could see there that if some young person who looked up to that boxer, heard him preaching Christ...perhaps it would turn to cause that person to seek a relationship with Father through Jesus Christ as well.


<opentext> Not all seek the things of God........this is why we have to be always willing to set the example that will cause people to ask of the hope that is within us.





<opentext> Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.





<opentext> Is it always an easy thing to put the kingdom of God first in our lives??


<mizpah^> no


<NowFaithIs> easy, no


<Hischild> Not always


<opentext> And usually because our mind is not renewed to where it should be in the Word. And who's fault is that??


<NowFaithIs> <---


<Hischild> Ours


<mizpah^> ours


<opentext> And who is the only one that can do anything about it??


<NowFaithIs> <---


<Hischild> Us


<mizpah^> me


<NowFaithIs> Working out our own salvation with fear and trembling.


<opentext> exactly





<opentext> Phil 1:19  For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, (KJV)





<opentext> What happens within us, when we see one other person grab a hold of the Word of God??


<mizpah^> Makes me excited for them and joyful to watch them grow.


<Hischild> I am joyful for them.


<opentext> what about if you know that by your being faithful, you had a part in it??


<Hischild> Humbled


<mizpah^> yes, very humbling


<Hischild> and Greatful


<opentext> And does this not make us want to do even more to please Father?


<Hischild> Yes,


<mizpah^> yes, very much so


<opentext> so, as we look back at these few verses that we covered today... we can see Paul's excitement that the Word was going out, and lives were being changed...regardless of what the devil was doing to stop him.


<Hischild> yes


<opentext> The more roadblocks the devil threw in front of Paul...the more excited and determined he became.  How encouraging for a brother like Paul, to exhort us in the Word....regardless of the situation that faced him.


<mizpah^> Yes, a great example for us to follow.


<Hischild> The Spirit of God gave him Joy.


<mizpah^> And the joy of the Lord is our strength


<Hischild> Our joy does not depend on our circumstances, at least it shouldn't.


<opentext> Tomorrow, we will start with verse 20...





<mizpah^> Phil 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)





<opentext> And what does the word content mean there?


<Hischild> Inner Peace





Definition of content


842  autarkes-


1) sufficient for oneself, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support 


2) independent of external circumstances 


3) contented with one's lot, with one's means, though the slenderest


note 2





<opentext> Could this be why we walk by faith...and not by sight??


<mizpah^> absolutely


<Hischild> Yes, it is the only way.


<opentext> If we often looked at things going on around us.....would it not be easy to be discouraged??


<mizpah^> Which is difficult to do sometimes.


<Hischild> Yes,


<Hischild> It seems like an uphill battle.





<mizpah^> Luke 3:5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; (KJV)





<opentext> What if Paul would have grumbled about being in prison...how many epistles woould we have gotten from him?


<Hischild> None, I guess


<opentext> lol...certainly not as many as we did.


