14 April, 1999 

<shama> Father we come before your throne with thankful hearts for all that you are, and all that you have done.....as we hear your Word this day, reveal to us the areas that we need to work on with you that could hinder our walk with you......Father help us to apply your Word to every area of our life so that we may be a servant for you and an example of the believer.....we ask these things thanking you for them in your sons name Jesus Christ… 

<opentext> Phile 1:21-22 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.(KJV) 

<opentext> Now, how may of you, if you were found to be a bit out of line with the Word, would be praying real hard for Paul to show up at you door step? 
<diligently> me 
<helpmate> ahhh......I don't think so! 
<mizpah> me 
<shama> hmmm, tough one! 
<opentext> For some the answer would be yes, but for a moment listen to this scenario..... 
<renewed> no, we would rather be on the same spiritual footing, so to speak as Paul 
<opentext> Here you are, the elder at a local church, you are making a good living, you have an abundance of wealth as well as slaves, you are looked up to by much of the religious community, and you are going to want someone to come in and ruin the style of living you have become accustomed to? 
<diligently> ok we see 
<shama> my flesh sure wouldn't be willing for that 
<helpmate> would not be looking forward to being convicted 
<opentext> And, another thing that we need to consider here, is that Paul was a prisoner, because of his convictions of this salvation message, so by supporting him, you too just may also become a prisoner of Rome. 
<helpmate> had not thought about that angle 
<diligently> oh my 
<opentext> It would be similar in thought, for you to want the IRS to show up at your house. 
<mizpah> might make him a cottage outside of town 
<helpmate> wouldn't want that either 

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15-16 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. (KJV) 

<opentext> The more Paul showed his love of Christ for the people, the less he was loved, the less the people wanted to see him. From what i see and hear within the scriptures, as far as they were concerned, he showed up at the most inopportune times. 

<opentext> John 10:10-11 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. (KJV) 

<at-peace> he showed up when they were in a mess spiritually... they probably did not see it as Father coming to bring correction 

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, that the deeper one gets into the mystery of the gospel of Christ, the less the religious people want to have anything to do with you? 
<mizpah> yeh  <shama> yep  <at-peace> yes 

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. (KJV) 

<renewed> hmmm, was thinking more it was the less we wanted to do with them 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> The human side of us wants to be accepted and liked, yet, as we are driven by the Word, we find that many times Father has me say things that many do not like to hear. Yes, the less we want to do with them, but also at the same time, Father asks us to go here, or to go there, in spite of the opposition that we know will be there. 

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:3-4 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. (KJV) 

<opentext> It is hard to write newsletters, that ones knows that they are going to upset and anger the majority of the people that see them, yet ones is compelled by the Spirit to put forth the truth. 
Do you think that Paul's flesh liked what Father had him write in his epistles to the churches? 
<at-peace> no 
<helpmate> no 
<diligently> no, it must of been hard...grieved him 
<renewed> no, most times not ... for he knew it would mean fewer and fewer people who were truly seeking Father and would receive him as a brother 
<shama> no he may have hesitated at times 

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:3-5 I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our hearts to die and live with you. Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears. (KJV) 

<opentext> If....we are in Christ, then there is no condemnation, however, if we are playing games with God, the Word will cut, and cut deep 

<opentext> Gal 4:10-11 You scrupulously observe days and months, special seasons, and years.  I am alarmed about you, and am afraid that I have perhaps bestowed labour upon you to no purpose.(Weymouth) 

<opentext> To see and understand the liberty that is in Christ, and then for Paul to have to watch the people be placed under bondage again, how that must have tore at his heart. 

<opentext> Col 1:23-24 which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:24-26 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; (KJV) 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:27-28 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. (KJV) 

<opentext> Now, who do you think did the majority of these things to Paul, the heathen, or the religious people? 
<shama> the religious 
<renewed> the religious people, as they were the ones being threatened 
<at-peace> religious 
<helpmate> the religious leaders.....the same ones who crucified Christ 
<diligently> yes the religious :-( 
<opentext> As you started to hear and see the mystery of Christ, how much did it threaten your way of living? Of your way of believing? 
<ready-fish> totally 
<renewed> turned my world upside down for awhile ... or should I say right side up? 
<shama> much, cuz it meant i had lots to change in my life 
<opentext> In our spirit man, we all knew there had to be more to the gospel message, but then as we started to see and hear, how did our flesh and human nature react? 
<renewed> it rebelled against it, because we were comfortable where we were at in the physical 
<at-peace> resisted 
<shama> it went into panic and confusion mode!! 

<opentext> Gal 3:2-4 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. (KJV) 

<opentext> So then, in many ways we were like the Galatians, we began in the Spirit, having a life changing experience with Christ, but then soon returned to try to bring perfection by the flesh. 
And we know, or should know, that the flesh and the spirit war one against the other. 

<opentext> Gal 5:16-17 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV) 

<opentext> From what we have seen in Paul's letter to Philemon, didn't this seem to be part of the problem that Paul was addressing there? 
<renewed> yes <helpmate> yes <shama> yes <at-peace> yes  <diligently> yes 

<opentext> 1Thes 2:8-9 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. (KJV) 

<opentext> The only thing that Paul wanted from them, was their commitment unto Father through Jesus Christ. He knew that if Father asked him to do something Father would provide. (However, not quite always the way Paul thought that He might.) When we present and or share the gospel message, we should be as Paul was, seeking only their commitment to God, and nothing else. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:10-12 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: (KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes Judy 
<diligently> that makes it even seem better ,,if people are being mean to us...as to what we should say...if we make sure our only goal is for them to seek their commitment to Father we don't have to fix, or can we fix any one 
<opentext> yes, and as our focus is on Father through Jesus Christ, then we are not concerned with their actions or reactions, since we only want to please Father 
<diligently> oh yes wonderful 
<opentext> Father is the only one that bring about the change, as they surrender their life to Him, personal choice, personal decision 
<diligently> and he just uses us…Father 
<opentext> exactly....and useable instrument in Father's hand 
<diligently> we see :-) 

<opentext> Phile 1:23-24 There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus; 
Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. (KJV) 

<opentext> Take some time one of these days, and go through Paul's epistles, and see how many people that he does indeed call by name. You will be amazed at how few people he does mention by name, after over 30+ years in the ministry. 
<diligently> very interesting 
<opentext> After 22+ years in the ministry, i am no where close to Paul's number that he could call brothers and sisters, but do love and cherish all those that Father has blessed me with. The one constant that Paul could always leave with the people was.... 

<opentext> Phile 1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. (KJV) 

<opentext> and so we bring to conclusion this study from the book of Philemon.. any questions from today? Don't forget, tomorrow is Q & A day, and then greg will be doing the Bible studies for the next 3 weeks 
  

