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10 March, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather together in the name of your Son and our saviour Christ Jesus our Lord. Father we ask and thank you for our daily bread for that which will sustain us through this day, and give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> Phile 1:1-2, Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, 2And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: (KJV)\

<opentext> Just to refresh everyone a bit with where we left of with on Monday

 PHILEMON ; (fi-le'mon; "affectionate"). A member of the church of Colossae, who owed his conversion to the apostle Paul, for such is the interpretation generally assigned to the words "You owe to me even your own self as well" <Philem. 19>. To him Paul addressed his epistle in behalf of Onesimus. His character, as given in that letter, was one of great nobility. The apostle commends his faith and love, his benevolence and hospitality, and his docile, sympathizing, and forgiving spirit. Apphia;  682  Apphia- Apphia = "fruitful" a Christian member of Philemon's household; presumed by most Christian scholars to be Philemon's wife. Commonly supposed to have been Philemon's wife. Archippus; 751  Archippos- Archippus = "master of the horse" a certain Christian teacher in Colossae, possibly a son or adopted child of Philemon and Apphia. Archippus]. Possibly the son of Philemon and Apphia. From <Col. 4:17> he would appear to have held some important office in the church, either at Colossae or at Laodicaea, ​and to the church in thy house: ​ Paul wanted to be sure this letter was addressed to all that were within this body, but especially those that were in the role of leadership House; 3624  oikos (oy'-kos); of uncertain affinity; a dwelling (more or less extensive, literal or figurative); by implication a family (more or less related, literal or figuratively):

 KJV-- home, house (-hold), temple.

<opentext> For so much of our lives, we have been indoctrinated into thinking that God only inhabits or occupies some special building. We often times forget that we are the temple of the living God. Paul in the early parts of his ministry, ran to the temples, and synagogues and whatever other big buildings or gatherings he could find, and now Paul the aged, travels from house to house....and those that would hear the Lord. And that when two are three are gathered together in His name, the expanses of the building (body) are then expanded, in proportion to the number of believers gathered. It is again important to note, how Paul brings all that are involved within the household of Philemon, into the discussion, and as fellow-workers. Thus showing the burden of responsibility upon the whole household for presenting the pure Word of God, and not just that which suits ones lifestyle. We as the body of Christ, make up a household of believers. How dedicated are we to the cause of Christ? 

<opentext> Romans 8: 38-39 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither the lower ranks of evil angels nor the higher, neither things present nor things future, nor the forces of nature, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God which rests upon us in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Weymouth)

<opentext>  the Word will set us free from the sin of this world, and see Father as our source, that we will not fall into the trap of the evil of this present world. To know God's Word, is to know His will for our life.

<opentext> Gal. 1: 3 Grace to you, and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who did give himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of the present evil age, according​ to the will of God​ even our Father, (Young's)

<opentext> God's will, that we accept the forgiveness of our sin through Jesus Christ, and be delivered from the evil of this present world

<opentext> Acts 17: 24-25 GOD who made the universe and everything in it--He, being Lord of Heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries built by men. Nor is He ministered to by human hands, as though He needed anything--but He Himself gives to all men life and breath and all things. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> The Church is God's people, not a building or any other such thing. Why is it that we try to dictate to God where we think He should dwell? 

<help-fish> carry over from the old testament

<ready2> traditions of men

<at-peace> most have been taught and brought up to look to those buildings and that is where they will find God

<labourer> blindness of the heart

<opentext> good answers...looking through the flesh as in the OT, rather then seeing through the eyes of the Spirit in the NT. Or even think that we can tell Him when and where He should be or appear? Has our fellowship with God merely become a ritual?

<diligently> no

<renewed> to many it has become, even the modern day charismatics like to tell you when God is doing miracle services and such

<help-fish> not any more......was when i went to that building

<diligently> :-)

<opentext> Many think that God only shows up at 10am at the building down the street, or as cheryl said, to dictate to God when they think a miracle service or such should be.

<opentext> 2 Chr 2:6, But who is able to build him an house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him? who am I then, that I should build him an house, save only to burn sacrifice before him? (KJV)

<opentext> Now, we are the temple of the living God, and we are to present ourselves to Him, a living sacrifice, alive spiritually, and to present ourselves wholly to Him, not just a bit here, and a bit there.

<opentext> Isa 66:1-2, Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith

 the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and  of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. (KJV)

<opentext> Those that reverence Father, and accept the sacrifice that His Son made, to those He comes and dwells within them...

<opentext> John 4:23-24, But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

 (KJV)

<opentext> we have to recognize the truth of God's Word, for the Spirit of Christ to dwell within us....and as we allow Him to make His abode within us, slowly the flesh is pulled away, that we see more clearly each day into Father's realm, which is spiritual

<opentext> Ephesians 1:18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened so that you may know what is the hope which His call to you inspires, what the wealth of the glory of His inheritance in God's people,19 and what the transcendent greatness of His power in us believers as seen in the working of His infinite might (Weymouth)

<opentext> Acts 7:48, Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, (KJV)

<opentext> So then, we see why Paul was addressing those that were in a role of leadership at the  Church of Colassae, so that they would hear and understand the responsibility that had been given to them, and how they had to hear all of the Word of God in order to set the proper example for all to follow. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:16-17, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. (KJV)

<opentext> And in having to address this issue of slavery, He had to make clear to them that within the body of Christ, all are the same in Father's eyes. how often is it that we too want to play favorites amongst the Church?

<mizpah> probably too often

<renewed> is a very easy thing to do if we aren't listening to Father

<opentext> 1 Cor 6:19-20, What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,​ and in your spirit​, which are

 God's. (KJV)

<opentext> Phile 1:, Paul, ​a prisoner​ of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer…

<opentext> Paul showing how all involved are in the same work, for the same cause, and all have to be working, listening, and growing together.

<opentext> Prisoner…1198  desmios (des'-mee-os); from 1199; a captive (as bound):  KJV-- in bonds, prisoner. 1199  desmon (des-mon'); or desmos (des-mos'); neuter and masculine respectively from 1210; a band, i.e.​ ligament (of the body)​
<opentext> Paul, as a prisoner of the Lord, was in bonds to the mystery of the gospel that had been opened to him, and as a prisoner of this knowledge, he needed and used Father's wisdom to be that ligament which helped keep the members of the body working and moving together 

<help-fish> and sometimes gets stretched pretty thin

<opentext> lol, yes. many times when we get a muscle cramp, it is because the fluids between the muscles has got very low, and causes friction between the muscles...thus a cramp

<help-fish> lol

<renewed> yup

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> oh, yeh

<shama> yes

<opentext> only the living waters can lubricate and nourish properly. We do not always think of what it means to be a prisoner. Yet we see Paul use the terms several times within the epistles that Father had him scribe. What a better way to start a letter of correction on slavery, then to show and address those that will be workers for the Lord, as servants of all?  

<opentext> Phile 1:3-4 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, (KJV)

<opentext> We are also able to see Father's wisdom further developed within this letter to Philemon, on maintaining the unity of the faith in the bond of peace. And how the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man will avail much. How often is it that we grumble about others, rather then pray for them?

<diligently> :-)

<mizpah> more often than i would like to remember

<shama> sometimes too often

<opentext> How could Paul bring correction on slavery and forgiveness, unless Father reminded him of all that he had been forgiven of? Is it that we have forgotten how much we have been forgiven of? Could this be what causes us to grumble rather then pray?

<diligently> oh yes

<renewed> quite often

<shama> yes

<diligently> take things for granted  Fathers love

<opentext> Phil 3:13-14  Brethren, I do not imagine that I have yet laid hold of it. But this one thing I do--forgetting everything which is past and stretching forward to what lies in front of me, with my eyes fixed on the goal I push on to secure the prize of God's heavenward call in Christ Jesus.(Weymouth)

<opentext> we often times forget, how long it had taken Paul to be able to lay his own past in the grave, and stretch forth as one to bring unity, rather then division. 

<opentext> Phile 1:5  Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; (KJV)

<opentext> Now we can see Paul getting ready to make the correction...He tells them that he hears of their love towards the Lord Jesus Christ, and all the saints......so we can see and hear now beginning to lay the ground work for the correction. Can we look at ourselves, and say that our love for all of the brethren is the same, or do we play favorites at times?

<help-fish> not anymore...it is all the same

<renewed> it takes spiritual maturity to have the same love for all the brethren

opentext> Do we try to hold some as servants or slaves to us, or do we grant them the same liberty we have been given in Christ? 
Hearing of thy love and faith, is this the example of the believer that will draw out that one more? Is our love and faith to the place that it will cause that one more to ask of the hope that is within you?
Today, let us become that prisoner of the Lord as Paul did, and bring the love of God to a lost and dying world, that one more might see the Light of the glorious gospel of Christ this

day. we will start again at verse 5 tomorrow...any questions from today?

<renewed> o/

<help-fish> yes cheryl

<renewed> Can we go to 1 Cor 3:16-17 for a moment ... what does it mean if any man defile the temple of God, him God will destroy?

<opentext> ok. if after we have seen the mystery of the gospel....we run back to the old ways of the flesh and stay there, are we not defiling the temple? new wine in old wine skins?

<renewed> yes. oh okay ... and it just bursts ...

<opentext> yes....for those that are in the flesh...CANNOT please God. does that help cheryl?

<help-fish> it bursts...it destroys itself

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> I notice in verse 5 it talks about faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then love for all the saints...faith has to come before love?

<opentext> Rom 10:9
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
 (KJV)

<opentext> we have to first have faith to be saved.....confess with the mouth, and then believe in the heart...then we are saved. once we are saved...then....

<opentext> Rom 5:5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (KJV)

<opentext> Phile 1:5 
Hearing of thy love and faith, 


<opentext> once we are saved....then the love of God, causes us to live the Word...which is sharing the faith within us. Does that help cheryl?

<renewed> yes thanks

<opentext> and we will cover that more in tomorrows study

<renewed> ok :-)

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> when we were talking about the house, and that we are the temple of the living God... Father opened up this to me... now He has a place to rest His head, a dwelling place within us, as the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests... as He lives and abides(dwells) within us, then we too have a place to rest in the Lord, ceasing from our own works.  

<opentext> excellent charlene

<help-fish> neat charlene

<at-peace> :-) had been studying when is an answer, not an answer last night

<mizpah> wow...didn't think about that...that we gave Him a place to rest within us, as we rest in Him.  thanks charlene

<at-peace> :-)

<opentext> Heb 4:10-11 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
 (KJV)

<opentext> if no other questions, we will open the channel for fellowship

