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March 4, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this time and this day, that we may partake of the food you have set before us this day, which has been afforded to us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> today is Q & A day....Father has all of the answers...i do not yet, but let us see what answers Father will provide for us today.

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> the Scythians (nomads) described on Tuesdays bible study... would that be where the term we hear today as gypsy's came from ?

<opentext> in all actuality...it would be more present day Russia. they were some of the most skilled horsemen and archers.... of all time. we will cover that when we go into Colossians after we finish Philemon. 

<at-peace> really... but wasn't the area of Colossi in what we call Greece today? oh okay. okay.... think i understand now

<opentext> it would be more in present day Turkey

<mizpah> i thought that was the Galatians

<at-peace> lol... need to study the world map again

<help-fish> look in the maps in the back of you scofield

<at-peace> i did… lol

<help-fish> did you find it

<at-peace> it doesn't say what part is the modern name

<help-fish> look on the one for the roman empire....second from back

<at-peace> we did... the map says Asia where colossi is.. does not have the modern names on here except for Italy

<help-fish> right

<opentext> it was in Phrygia about 10 to 12 miles from Laodicea… modern town of Chonas

<at-peace> we see it on here... that is why i thought it was in what we call Greece today... will need to write the modern names in here...lol

<opentext> lol…that help charlene?

<at-peace> yes.. so the gypsy's were more of Russian area

<opentext> i did not say the Scythians were gypsy's....two different cultures

<help-fish> i did run across the name gypsies in one of my studies...but do not remember the area they were from

<at-peace> okay

<opentext> the Scythians were more like an army for hire

<help-fish> i found it in one of the commentaries when i was researching a people

<at-peace> ahh okay.. see i did not want to have an misunderstanding of who the Scythians were

<opentext> ok…next question

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> Hope this isn't jumping ahead, but one of the things that kept jumping at me while reading this letter was how something that was unprofitable or useless (Onesimus)

was being transformed into something useful by forgiveness ... and was thinking that is what Father does with all of our lives?

<opentext> the more of Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness we are able to learn, the more of Christ is manifest in our life

<opentext> Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed

 by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

 acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Romans 12: And do not follow the customs of the present age, but be

 transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn

 by experience what God's will is--that will which is good and beautiful and

 perfect.(Weymouth)

<opentext> so as our mind is renewed by the Word....we learn Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness. anyone can hold a grudge....not everyone is able to forgive. 

<help-fish> it is easier to hold a grudge than to forgive

<opentext> we are to forgive 7 X 70....not so we count, but rather are as merciful as Father

<renewed> yes and that forgiveness and forgetfulness has to be towards ourselves also as we receive Father's forgiveness

<opentext> absolutely.... if we are not able to receive Father forgiveness and forgetfulness for ourselves, how can we have it to give to others?

<renewed> we really can't

<opentext> we are only able to share that which is real to us.  

<renewed> wow ... right

<opentext> does that help cheryl

<renewed> yes it does thanks :-)

<mizpah>  o/

<opentext>  yes, miz

<disciple> if we haven't been able to forgive others, does that mean that we have not accepted all of Father's forgiveness and are able to forget our own past mistakes?

<opentext> that is usually a good indicator, yes. if we have not been able to accept Father's forgiveness for ourselves...how can we share it with anyone else

<mizpah> so, as long as we struggle with the past, we are going to look at the past mistakes of others

<opentext> where are we working or dealing with if we are not at the point of forgiveness? we have to be operating in the boneyard

<mizpah> then we need to make phil 3:13-14  real and alive and we can overcome that problem

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> Phil 3:13-14 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this

 one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching  forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of

 God in Christ Jesus.
(KJV)

<mizpah> ok, thanks

<opentext> and another thing we have to keep in mind...is it is God we sin against...therefore we have to accept His forgiveness and forgetfulness...in order for us to move on

<opentext> Ps 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.  (KJV)

<opentext> and when can i be justified, when my sayings line up with His

<opentext> Rom 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it

 is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest

 overcome when thou art judged.  (KJV)

<mizpah> oh...so when others does something not nice to us, it's against Father, not us?

<mizpah> wow...ok...so we are being arrogant if we don't forgive....that is Father's place to deal with them

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah> ouch!

<mizpah> wow...ok...so we are being arrogant if we don't forgive....that is

 Father's place to deal with them

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah> ouch!

<opentext> Paul persecuted the early Church....and though he thought he was serving God, Paul was sin direct rebellion against God....and rebellion is as the ________?

<mizpah> sin of witchcraft

<mizpah> ok, ok

<renewed> sin of witchcraft

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is

as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the  LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  (KJV)

<opentext> so when we do not forgive as Father forgives...we have also become stubborn......Father ...i will NOT forgive them until they say they are sorry

<help-fish> it will hurt or hinder us...but it is against Father

<mizpah> our unforgiveness is against Father

<opentext> yes. He either had His Son pay the price for all sin...or He did not!!!

nothing i could ever say or do would make me worthy of Father's forgiveness....i only could accept it or reject it

<opentext> Col 1:13-14, Who​ hath delivered us​ from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:(KJV)

<opentext> accept or reject…that help miz?

<mizpah> oh, yeh

<mizpah> thanks

<renewed> so the stubbornness becomes idolatry ... idolizing ourself, because we are saying we know what this person deserves more than God?

<opentext> exactly…and where would we be without Father's forgiveness?

<mizpah> lost

<renewed> living in the boneyard

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> next question

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> i don't quite understand what paul means to be a prisoner of Jesus Christ....could you explain it again please?

<opentext> prisoner...can also mean a ligament.......that which ties the muscles and joints together.... once Paul had found the mystery of the gospel....he realized all that Father had asked of him, as well as the importance of being used by Father to help the body work and grow together. to deny what Father had asked of Him, would have been to deny his own salvation

<shama> hmm i guess i never saw prisoner as meaning ligament before

<opentext> so thus, Paul became a prisoner to what he knew of the Word, knowing he had no place else to go or turn to, and thus was compelled to do all that Father asked of him

<shama> ahh ok

<opentext> Paul, as an Apostle......brought unity...or the body working together...common goal....one more for the body of Christ

<help-fish> paul knew what was available to him through Christ    it is almost like an obsession, that it makes you a prisoner...that is all he wanted

<shama> he knew he had to do what the Word said?

<help-fish> being possessed by Christ

<opentext> we have a choice to be possessed by the Spirit of Christ...or the spirit of this present evil world....your choice...your decision. yes, Paul knew that which Father was asking of him within and by the Word.....and the Word was his life. 

<shama> ok

<opentext> a good example are some of these work-a-holics (people who like to work most the time) in the civilian world...their job is all that matters....this is the way Paul was consumed by the Word. 

<shama> yeah

<opentext> that help steph?

<shama> it sure does....thanks

<opentext> next question

<opentext> wow...no more questions?

