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March 2, 1999

<shama> yeah sure.   Father we thank you for blessing us with this time to come and feast at your table, we are so thankful for all that you have given us through your Son Jesus Christ, and we ask now that you would help us to hear all that you have prepared for us today. Father we thank you for your Word that brings life and sets us free.....and we give you all of the praise, honour and glory in your Sons

 name, Jesus Christ our Lord…

<opentext> we have started to look at the book of Philemon this week, and to understand this book more clearly, we need to take a brief look at the people of Colossae, to understand more of what Paul was addressing.

 COLOSSAE
(ko-los'-e) (Kolossai, "punishment"; the King James Version Colosse): A city of Phrygia on the Lycus River, one of the branches of the Maeander, and 3 miles from Mt. Cadmus, 8,013 ft. high. It stood at the head of a gorge where the two streams unite, and on the great highway traversing the country from Ephesus to the Euphrates valley, 13 miles from Hierapolis and 10 from Laodicea. Its history is chiefly associated with that of these two cities. Early, according to both Herodotus and Xenophon, it was a place of great importance.

From <Col 2:1, For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;(KJV)> it is not likely that Paul visited the place in person; but its Christianization was due to the efforts of Epaphras and Timothy <Col 1:1,7>, and it was the home of Philemon and Epaphras. That a church was established there early is evident from <Col 4:12-13; Rev 1:11; 3:14>. (from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, 

COLOS'SAE, or Colos'se (ko-lo-se). A city of mercantile importance on the Lycus, in Phrygia, about twelve miles above Laodicea. The most competent commentators think that the Christian church there was founded by Epaphras <Col. 1:2,7; 4:12> and believe <2:1> proves that Paul had not been there previous to writing the epistle. The city was destroyed by an earthquake in the ninth year of Nero and was then rebuilt. The modern town Chonas is near the ruins. (from New Unger's Bible Dictionary) 

<opentext>  Col 1:1-8, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,  To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;  Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:  As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear  fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;  Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to have somewhat of an understanding of the Colossians, and the people that Paul was addressing there, if we are to have a clear understanding of Paul's letter to Philemon. It is also interesting to note, that these is also one of Paul's

 prison epistles. If he was still busy going from place to place, as he had  been in the first 20 or so years of his ministry, do you thing he would have heard Father clearly on the issues that were facing the saints there?

<mizpah> there's no way...no quiet time to listen

<at-peace> no

<shama> not as clearly

<help-fish> probably not....he would have been preoccupied

<renewed> no, this gave him time to be quiet to hear more clearly

<kenny> no

<opentext> How often in our every day life, do we get caught up in the affairs of this world enough, so that it clouds our vision?

<mizpah> much too often

<shama> too often

<kenny> little to much

<shama> we focus on our circumstances

<diligently> to often, but not so much lately

<ready2> it can blind us, yes

<help-fish> too easily distracted at times

<opentext> Col 3:22-24, Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Was slavery a common problem there? Was it used by many that were in the Church?

<diligently> yes

<mizpah> it appears it was

<at-peace> yes, it appears so

<opentext> If it wasn't, why would Paul address the issue here?

<opentext> Col 3:11, Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. (KJV)

<opentext> Also interesting to note here, how Paul addresses the cultures prevalent with the region, but at the same time showing that in the age of grace, we are all one in Christ.

<opentext> when they adopted Greek culture, and reckoned themselves with the Greeks as the only cultured people in the world. Therefore Greek and barbarian meant the whole human race <Rom 1:14>. (from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia,

<opentext> So we can see just as the Jews considered anyone outside of them,  heathen or Gentiles, the Greeks also reckoned anyone outside of their culture, Barbarians. Even today, don't we have prejudices against those that are not of our country or race?

<ready2> sure

<help-fish> yes....and even within

<diligently> some do...yes

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> yes

<shama> yes a lot do

<renewed> as followers of Christ we shouldn't, but there certainly are prejudices that we deal with

<kenny> yes

<opentext> And even within the so-called church...don't we have divisions and such, where we are following men and their ideas, rather then the Word of God?

<help-fish> yup

<mizpah> yes, we sure do

<shama> yes

<at-peace> yup

<diligently> yes

<ready2> absolutely

<kenny> yes

<opentext> If we will remember, to the Corinthians, Paul had to ask why one said they were of Apollos, and another said they were of Cephas, and yet others of Paul...and he asked them if Christ was divided. It is so easy to become a follower of man, if we do not take the time to know the Word of God for ourselves.

<opentext> SCYTHIANS   The people are also mentioned in the New  Testament <Col 3:11>, where, as in Maccabees, the fact that they were barbarians is implied. This is clearly set forth in classical writers, and the description of them given by Herodotus in book iv of his history represents a race of savages, inhabiting a region of rather indefinite boundaries, north of the Black and Caspian seas and the Caucasus Mountains. They were nomads who neither plowed nor sowed (iv. 19),

 moving about in wagons and carrying their dwellings with them (ibid. 46);  they had the most filthy habits and never washed in water (ibid. 75); they drank the blood of the first enemy killed in battle, and made napkins of the scalps and drinking bowls of the skulls of the slain  (from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia,

<mizpah> eeeesh

<opentext> how many of the barbarous tribes kept slaves as the spoils of war?

<mizpah> i would say most all

<help-fish> they probably killed most of them

<at-peace> almost all of them probably did

<mizpah> killed the ones that looked defiant enough to flee and kept the women and children

<renewed> yup most took at least the women and children

<opentext> For what we consider the civilized world today, we have a hard time understanding that kind of life, and yet it still prevalent around us today, it is just that we have become blind to it. For most of the progressive nations, or as we call them, we have become slaves to the country and the lifestyles the rich have become

 accustomed to. Yet we fail to see and recognize it as slavery. And unless Father becomes our source, won't we to become  caught up in the same kind of thinking?

<renewed> yes we will be

<diligently> yes

<mizpah> we certainly would.

<shama> yes

<kenny> yes

<at-peace> yes, we would become dependant on the world to fulfil our needs

<help-fish> yes....being in bondage is still slavery

<ready2> sure, a snare

<opentext> How many people in the so-called free world, do you really think receive a just wage, or have they become slaves to the greed of the employers?

<help-fish> slaves to greed

<kenny> slaves

<diligently> they have become slaves

<mizpah> not many...even here in the u.s. there are sweat shops holding people against their will, working for pennies a day

<at-peace> many have become slaves.

<shama> they become slaves to greed

<ready2> yes, wages kept back by fraud

<opentext> We do not take the time to hear Father that times really have not changed, only the wrappings in how the devil puts them before the world.  We look back at what history records, and wonder how people  could live that way, and yet today without God as our source, we are really no better off.

<diligently> oh my

<help-fish> no we have not....the deception has just gotten greater

<at-peace> we also become a slave to the money... there are those who continue to push themselves to attain more, and leave out their families. they become just as greedy as the employers.  

<opentext> So as we look at the problems facing the Church in Colossius, they were really not a whole lot different then today, and this is why we can see that the Word of God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. God's answer is still the solution today, just as it was as Paul was presenting it back then.  

<ready2> we have to realize that God is our employer, and do all things heartily unto him, and not man

<opentext> Unless Father remains our source, will we not also try to take advantage of those around us?

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> yes we would

<shama^> yes

<help-fish> yes....just as they try to take advantage of us

<diligently> yes

<help-fish> if Father is not our source...we try to be like them

<kenny> yes

<opentext> And it is even more tempting for those in the ministry, because many times they want to tell the people thus saith the Lord, when it is really only control over the people that they want. We often times forget, especially those of us in the ministry, that the greater the calling of God in and on our life, the greater of the

 servant Father asks us to be.  

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the

 believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also

 suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
 (KJV)

<opentext> It is easy to say we love God when everything is going **our** way. But what about when the persecution arises? Or Father asks us to give things up, are we then as willing as when we first believed?

<diligently> not all the time,

<renewed> yes, we are asking Father to help us with that daily

<mizpah> when i hear Him, usually

<shama^> it challenges our flesh

<opentext> Can you remember you enthusiasm for the Lord when you first realized what you received your salvation? Is the same zeal for God in place, or have we softened a bit?

<diligently> the same love and zeal of the Lord

<shama^> i get more and more hungry as i learn more

<mizpah> it's become more...ummm...relaxed

<opentext> This may have been part of the problem that Paul sees and is addressing to the Church at Colossae.

<opentext> How many of the early Churches, do we see complacency slip in after only a few short years?

<help-fish> most of them

<diligently> many

<at-peace> most all of them

<renewed> just about all of them

<mizpah> most of them

<help-fish> all except the Philippines

<opentext> if we will recall the Galatians, after spending many months there with them, only a few years after Paul left there, he had to write back and ask them why they had begun in the Spirit, and now thought they were made perfect by the flesh.

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:13  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of

an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as we stay grounded in the Word, that we will not make the same mistakes we see that Father has recorded for us in His Word.  

<opentext> Col 1:23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not

 moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; (KJV)

<opentext> So the thing we need to ponder and hear Father about here, is considering that the letter to the Colossians and Philemon were written at about the same time, and probably delivered at the same time. And as we get further into this, we will see what Father was asking of for an example of those that were in the place and position of leadership within the ministry. All too often, we see those in the ministry thinking the people should wait on them, and yet the Word shows us just the opposite.  

<opentext> Mark 9:35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them,

 If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. (KJV)

<opentext> Mark 10:44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant

 of all.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please

 men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> Who is it that you seek to serve this day?  we will continue here tomorrow...any questions from today

<diligently> yes and another also says we are to be servent to our brothers and sisters, so where or how do we draw the line?

<opentext> it is as Father asks us, not as we decide. many times, we would want to do service to those we would think the ones in need or such, but as we listen to Father it would be someone totally different as Father asks of us, is when we lift those to Father...whether in prayer, or Father asking us to do something for them 

<diligently> ok, yes…i see

<help-fish> sometimes the one that Father has us be a servant to is the last one that  **we** think that we should be to servant to

<diligently> sometimes i felt Father wants me to be a servant to all man.

<opentext> the better we know the Word, the clearer we will hear Father's

 voice, the clearer we will hear that which he asks of us.  Judy...yes by the example that we set

<diligently> ok

<opentext> letting our light shine…not hiding it under a basket

<diligently> ok i see…not doing all for them…Father would not want us to do things for people that they could do for themselves

<opentext> letting the truth of the Word shine through us....is what it is all about, so that they may ask of the hope that is within us, and then we will have **the answer** for them, because we have studied for Father's approval

<diligently> yes ok, thank you.

<opentext> i pray that you all got something out of today's study, as it was

a tough one for me to hear Father clearly on. if there are no other questions, we will open the channel for fellowship

