1
1

March 1, 1999

<renewed> sure. Father we thank you that we may gather together today through your Son and our Savior Jesus Christ ....We pray Lord that we would have open ears and listening hearts to receive of that spiritual bread you would have for us this day,  and we ask this all through Christ Jesus…

<opentext> for the next few weeks, we will be looking at the book of Philemon...and for the next couple of days we will be laying an overview of the book, to try to give you an over view of the book before we get into the book itself. The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to Philemon.  WRITER    The Apostle Paul (1.1)    DATE      Probably A.D. 64.  It is one of the Prison Epistles. THEME     Onesimus ("profitable"), a slave of Philemon, a  Christian of Colosse, had robbed his master and fled to Rome.  There he  became a convert through Paul, who sent him back to Philemon with this  letter.  It is of priceless value as a teaching (1) in practical righteousness;  (2) in Christian brotherhood; (3) in Christian courtesy; (4) in the law of  love. the date of the writing varies anywhere from 60 to 64 AD.... he comments i am using for the next few minutes will be

 Barnes notes on the epistle to Philemon. On Philemon, to whom this Epistle was addressed, almost nothing more is known than can be ascertained from the Epistle itself. It is short, and of a private character; but it is a bright and beautiful gem in the volume of inspiration. From <Col. 4:9>, it may be inferred that the person to whom it was addressed was an inhabitant of Colossae, since Onesimus, concerning

 whom this Epistle was written, is there mentioned as "one of them." He is said by Calmet and Michaelis to have been wealthy; but this cannot be determined with certainty, though it is not improbable. The only circumstances which seem to indicate this, are, that Onesimus had been his "servant," from which it has been inferred that he was an owner of slaves; and that he appears to have been accustomed to show hospitality to strangers, or, as Michaelis expresses it, "traveling

 Christians;" But these circumstances are not sufficient to determine that he  was a man of property. There is no evidence, as we shall see, that he was a slave-holder; and Christians in moderate circumstances were accustomed to show hospitality to their brethren. Besides, it is not said in <Philem. 1:22> that he was accustomed to show general hospitality; but Paul merely asks him to provide for him a lodging. It is probable that he had been accustomed to remain with him when he was in Colossae. one thing that i would like to bring up here, that Barnes brings  out quite clear, that many times when we hear the scriptures, we hear with  preformed thoughts and ideas from what have been taught, or heard mentioned previously, and thus causes us not to hear the scriptures clearly. we should always be trying to go into the Word with an open heart and mind to hear what Father wants to say to us....and not what the man is wanting us to hear. It is quite clear that he had been converted under the ministry of the apostle himself. This appears from what is said in <Philem. 1:19>: "I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self." This cannot be understood otherwise than as implying that he had been converted under his preaching, unless the apostle, on some former occasion, had been the means of saving his life, of which there is no evidence. 
Indeed, it is manifest, from the general tone of the Epistle, that Philemon had been converted by the labors of the author. It is just such a letter as it would be natural and proper to write on such a supposition; it is not one which the apostle would have been likely to write to any one who did not sustain such a relation to him. But where and when

 he was converted, is unknown. It is possible that Paul may have met with him at Ephesus; but it is much more probable that he had himself been at Colossae, and

 that Philemon was one of his converts there. It is evident from the Epistle that Paul regarded him as a sincere Christian; as a man of strict integrity; as one who could be depended on to do right. Thus <Philem. 1:5-7>, he says that he had heard

of his "love and faith toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;" thus he confidently asks him to provide for him a lodging when he should come <Philem. 1:22>; and thus he expresses the assured belief that he would do what was right towards one who had been his servant, who, having been formerly unfaithful, was now converted, and, in the estimation of the apostle, was  worthy of the confidence and affection of his former master. In regard to his rank in the Christian church, nothing whatever is known. Paul calls him <Philem. 1:l> his "fellow-laborer;" but this appellation is so general, that it determines nothing in regard to the manner in which be co-operated with him in promoting religion. It is a term which might be applied to any active Christian, whether a preacher, an elder, a deacon, or a private member of the church. It would seem clear, however, that he was not a traveling

 preacher, for he had a home in Colossae; and the presumption is, that he was an active and benevolent member of the church, who did not sustain any office. There

 are many private members of the churches, to whom all that is said of Philemon in the Epistle would apply. Nothing is known of his age, his profession, or of the time and

 circumstances of his death. Neither is it certainly known what effect this Epistle had on him, or whether he again received Onesimus under his roof. It may be presumed, however, that such a letter, addressed to such a man, would not fail of its object.  

The Occasion upon which the Epistle was written: This can be learned only from the Epistle itself, and there the circumstances are so marked as to make a mistake impossible. Philemon had had a servant of the name of Onesimus. Of the character of this servant, before Paul became acquainted with him, nothing more is known than that he had been "unprofitable" to Philemon <Philem. 1:11>, and that he bad probably done him some wrong, either by taking his property, or by the fact that he had escaped from him; for some cause, this servant had fled from his master, and

 had gone to Rome. The cause of his escaping is unknown. It may be that he had purloined the property of his master, and dreaded detection; or that he had, by his base conduct in some other way, exposed himself to punishment; or that he merely desired freedom from oppression; or that he disregarded the bonds into which he

 himself, or his parents or guardians, had entered, and had therefore escaped.

Nothing can be inferred about his condition, or his relation to Philemon, from the fact that he ran away. It is perhaps quite as common for apprentices to run away, as it is for slaves; and they who enter into voluntary bonds to render service to another, do not always regard them.  

<opentext> Phile 1:1  Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother,

 unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,
 (KJV)

<opentext> i find it interesting to note, that Paul in addressing this issue,  makes note of the fact that he himself is a prisoner of the Lord......one indebted himself...

how many of you have gotten to the point that you see yourself as a prisoner of this Gospel message?

<mizpah> i have

<at-peace> i have

<ready2> with no parole, yes

<help-fish> i have

<renewed> yes

<opentext> also it is interesting to note, that Paul uses Timothy as his brother here....and not as a son as he does in some of his other epistles.  

<shama> never thought of it that way before

<help-fish> as an equal

<renewed> a brother being equal in understanding of the gospel

<opentext> how often do we tend to look down on others??

<mizpah> once would be too often, but i don't realize it if i do

<shama> those that are younger, yes

<opentext> yet, if we follow the example that Paul sets, we find the more that we gain in knowledge and understanding of the Word, the greater the servant we become

<opentext> we have to hear just what Paul is saying there, is that we are fellowlabourers, and that we have a common goal as well as common purpose

<help-fish> we are all part of one body

<renewed> joint labourers and joint heirs

<at-peace> we are labourers together with God

<opentext> how would this letter affected you....if the apostle Paul had written this to you, in behalf of someone you had looked down on?

<renewed> think I would struggle with it at first and need to take it to Father

<at-peace> if i were listening when reading it, i would be forgiving

<opentext> would it not as well though, tell you of this apostles deep love for all of the brethren, and especially for you, as he would be trying to lovingly, and humbly bring correction to an area he saw you in error on?  

<shama> yeah

<mizpah> yes, if i was seeking to please Father

<renewed> yes it would

<help-fish> i am sure it had hurt him when he had left the first time and paul is asking him to humble himself and open himself up again to a possible hurt again.

<opentext> how special would you feel, if this great apostle had taken the time to personally write to you, while in prison awaiting his own death?

<help-fish> or a great reunion

<renewed> I would feel very special and know it would have to be of some

 importance for Paul to write

<mizpah> i would feel pretty special...and cherish that letter

<help-fish> yes

<opentext> now, for a moment stop and ponder this fact....that all of the epistles are Jesus Christ personal last will and testament to **you**, that it is all personally written and addressed to you.... so often when reading and studying....we look at as for someone else.....but we do not take it as the personal letter that it is to us. it is also shows us the value that Paul puts on **one more**,  and the lengths that he would go through to keep peace and unity within the body of Christ.  

<opentext> Phile 1:1-2  Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother,

unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:  (KJV)

<opentext> it is also of interest to note....that the church was within his (Philemon's) house. how often do we think of the church as Paul does? or are we still under the misconception that it has to be some special building? 

<help-fish> nope

<renewed> not any more

<at-peace> nope, we see it as paul does

<shama> no

<mizpah> not at all

<opentext> Matt 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name,

 there am I in the midst of them.   (KJV)

<opentext> we do not always think of the church as being the assembling together of the saints...as a living body for much of our life we were taught that it was a stone, cold building . are we always content, to be satisfied when two or three are gathered together.....or do we still think there has to be more?

<renewed> we are satisfied where two or three are gathered ....

<help-fish> it is much easier to share, when it is only a few

<at-peace> we are content

<mizpah> i am satisfied with any number Father puts together for study...or if it's He and i

<help-fish> yes we are

<opentext> so as we look at this letter from Paul over the next few weeks, listen to Father and see what bondages He is wanting to set you free from. listen and hear, to see if maybe you have been looking down on anyone?  

<opentext> Gal 3:28-29  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor

 free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  (KJV)

<opentext> for we are all one in Christ Jesus, one Lord, one faith...

<help-fish> one body in Christ

<opentext> we will close here for today...any questions?

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> not sure I understand slavery ...  were the Jews allowed to have anyone as slaves that where not of them?

<opentext> not sure of that cheryl...we do not know if Philemon was a Jew

<renewed> ok

<opentext> however slavery was quite common then within the Roman empire

<opentext> Gal 3:28-29  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,

<renewed> yes, seem to remember the year of Jubilee when all the slaves were set free by Jewish law

<opentext> and debts were forgiven

<renewed> right

<opentext> the thing that we will see as we get further inti this book...is the assault Father has Paul take against slavery. yet, how he tactfully and diplomatically approaches as well as addresses this.  

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Philemon being a Christian... maybe it was time for him to see what he was still doing and this was Father's way of letting him know that slavery was not acceptable.  

<opentext> :-)

<at-peace> in other words correction

<opentext> yes, and we will see this clearly a swe get further into the letter

<mizpah> but, also....maybe for Onesimus to learn to be content in whatever state he was in if Philemon didn't accept correction

<opentext> miz...yes waiting on Father's timing...not our own

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> I had asked Father if there was anyone that i've looked down on.. and the first one that He pointed out to me, was myself... and i pray that i've never looked down on any of my other brothers and sisters in the Lord

<opentext> yes, often times we despise our own youth, or maturity in the Lord....and thus hinder Father's ability to use us as effectively as He would like to

<renewed> o/

<help-fish> yes cheryl

<renewed> seems to me I have been hearing Father saying through the study this morning also, what "things" have we become slaves to that I need to be set free from ... that are hindering our growth

<opentext> yes...exactly...being only a prisoner to the Lord as Paul was

<opentext> John 8:36  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  (KJV)

<ready2> might that be the same as leading captivity captive?

<opentext> yes greg....led from the bondage of sin...into being that prisoner for the Lord.

<ready2> ah, yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments? then we will open the channel for fellowship

