Bible Study Monday 5 May 2003

<greg> I thank you Father for this day, and for revealing your secret to your saints, to allow us to know and understand your love for us which is manifested through the perfect example of your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 1:20 Forever since the creation of the world, His invisible characteristics<s> -- His eternal power and divine nature -- have been made intelligible and clearly visible by His works. So they are without excuse,

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, that the only time you have a conflict with God, is when you have doubt to that which He has said, that which He has spoken?

<disciple> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> His invisible characteristics, are only invisible, to those that have a conflict with Him, and that which He has spoken.

<opentext> In Psalms, if you will recall, that it tells us that His Word is forever settled, or established in heaven. That it remains firmly established in now faith. 

<opentext> That they are His servants, to carry out His will and purpose.

<opentext> What happens when you doubt that which Father has spoken to you?

<disciple> you can't receive anything from Him, and you have unrest, because your confidence in Him is disrupted

<helpmate> you are tossed to and fro and wander from sea to sea

<opentext> So then, what you are saying, is that when you lack confidence in the evidence of His presence, you are unsure of where to step or proceed next?

<helpmate> yes

<helpmate> Ps 37: 23The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. (KJV)

<greg> it sounds like a light that should be shining more and more unto a perfect day, just got dimmer

<opentext> So then, if the light is not shining as bright, how well is one able to examine the evidence, to eliminate the conflict or doubt within their life?

<disciple> that would be very difficult

<diligently> not very well

<greg> Prov 4:18But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.19The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. (KJV)

<opentext> Now remember back in the verse that we started in today, that it tells us the the invisible things of God characteristics, are clearly seen. So if our vision is clouded or impaired, put in conflict by the lower nature, what happens to one's perception of God, and His plan and purpose?

<disciple> one would not be able to see His plan and purpose, and stumble around in the dark

<greg> they stumble on the rock that should be their foundation

<diligently> there eyes are blinded

<mike> they start (or continue to) wrestle with flesh and blood

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, if a person is having a conflict with those things that God has presented, they will doubt the evidence that has been clearly placed before them. Yet, how often does the lower nature think that it can improve upon that which God has already done?

<disciple> it will always think that, even though it's impossible...the lower nature wants to control

<chosen> the flesh always wants to think that it knows better than anyone

<h-d> any time we allow the flesh to take control

<opentext> Paul tells us to work out the conflicts in our relationship with God. As the conflicts are removed, then our reverence and respect for God and His plan grow, as does our love relationship with Him.

<opentext> This can only happen our come about in one's life, as they allow God to reveal it to them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, i like the way Paul says that they have been revealed. Yet, how often does one have a conflict with that?

<greg> people think that there is all these new revelations, when in fact they miss the only one that is needed for salvation

<disciple> when i am not listening to Father, i am ignoring the revelation, and waiting on something that has been done, already

<mike> the lower nature would like to "fill in the blanks" at times in our hearing instead of us waiting for revelation (light) from the Divine nature.

<opentext> Very good insights. Would it be any time one will walk in the conflicts and confusion of the flesh, rather then in the Spirit?

<disciple> yes <h-d> yes <judy> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> Don't we often forget, that in Christ, are hid "all of the treasures" of wisdom and knowledge?

<disciple> yep <chosen> yes <judy> yes, at times

<opentext> So when i look or seek anywhere other then in Christ for the answer, won't conflict enter and grow in one's life, and further cloud the vision for where and how one should navigate the strait and narrow path?

<judy> yes <h-d> yes <chosen> yes <mike> yes <greg> One Lord, One faith

<opentext> Think about this, if one will only look through the keyhole, how narrow is their vision? Are they able to see all that Father has for them?

<disciple> not seeing much at all

<judy> no

<h-d> very narrow...no

<chosen> no

<opentext> Jesus Christ say that He stands at the door and knocks. That He wants us to open the door to Him, so that we can be a partaker of all of His divine nature, and not be peeking through keyholes. If one will open and enter in through the door, one will be able to operate in the fulness of God, and eliminate the conflicts that cloud the vision.

<greg> with what measure we mete, will be measured in return

<opentext> Today, will you accept and utilize all that He has for you?

<h-d> yes, joyfully

<judy> yes, with a joyful heart

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<disciple> yes

<mike> Revelation= ...

<mike> John 5:19Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. (KJV)

<opentext> As Paul said, to be imitators of him, only as he imitated Christ.
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