Bible Study Monday 26 May, 2003

<greg> Father i thank you for this day, and for the inheritance you have provided for us and that is reserved in heaven, and incorruptible and undefiled inheritance, as we wait for our adoption to be finalized in heaven, by the leading of your Son, the first born of many bretheren, Jesus Christ

<greg> Deut 32:9-10 9 For the LORD's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 10 He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. (KJV)

<greg> we talked last week, about apples of gold in pictures of silver, how precious and cherished they are in our Fathers sight

<greg> and we as His people, are also referred as the apple of his eye as well, something cherished and protected by Our Father, pleasing in His sight

<greg> James 2:23 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. (KJV)

<greg> Abraham, a man used of God, willing to hold God to be true, and anything else a lie

<greg> and yet as great a man as Abraham was, as much as has been written concerning his walk with God, we see that he is referred to as a friend of God, why is this?

<disciple> because the indwelling spirit of Christ was not yet available

<at-peace> because the Spirit of Christ had not yet been given

<greg> maybe i should word it this way, was a friend considered a part of the family?

<diligently> because he knew Father was very close to Him

<at-peace> no

<disciple> no...the adoption was not made available at the time

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<greg> they were friendly, they were companions, associates if you would, and yet despite him not being a part of the family, we still see the high esteem God had for mankind, considering them the apple in his eye

<greg> John 15:13-14 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (KJV)

<greg> in reading the book of John last week, i noticed this word friends, and often wondered why it was worded this way

<greg> and in conclusion, the way it is worded, is truly fitting for that time

<greg> John 15:15 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. (KJV)

<greg> we see God’s plan of salvation being revealed, we now see the transformation, from being a servant, and we do know that a servant was not someone belonging to the family, but would be someone outside the family

<greg> we also see in verse 15 here also, that the Lord was specific to refer to the Father as my Father

<greg> a servant would serve the household, at the command of the master, not knowing why or for what reason, but rather being obedient to what was asked

<greg> in comparison, the book of Peter writes how the old testament prophets desired to hear and understand the things that we do, and yet could not

<greg> John 20:17 17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. (KJV)

<greg> while we were yet sinners, outside the family of God, Christ died for us, and now in John here we see the intimacy of the Father restored to mankind again, as it was in the beginning before the fall

<greg> we see the adoption taking place, the transformation from being outside the family of God, to now being a part of an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven for those that choose to hold fast to the promise of God, allowing Him to be a Father and we His children

<greg> they that worship God, must worship in spirit, and in truth, being that God is a spirit, those that enter in His realm, have basically now become a part of His family

<greg> Matt 23:37-38 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. (KJV)

<greg> we see the purpose of the Father sending the Son, so that we to could know Him as our Father as well, to share that same intimacy, to know the love of God that passes all knowledge

<greg> and yet isn’t that what sin involves, unbelief and doubt, thinking that the thing formed knows better than the one who formed us

<disciple> yes, it is <diligently> yes <chosen> yes

<greg> how precious and cherished we have now become in His sight, like many people i see with family portraits at their place of work or on their desks, the people they consider precious in their sight, their family members are portrayed for all to see

<greg> and yet how it must hurt our Father at times, when we like chickens, stray from the house, only to be captured by the fox

<diligently> wow, never thought of it like that 

<greg> Gal 4:7 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. (KJV)

<greg> under the old law we were still a servant, but now we are able to receive the adoption of Sons, how precious we are in the sight of God, and yet how it must hurt Him when we neglect so great a salvation, and all that has been done on our behalf to allow this adoption to take place 

<greg> Matt 17:5 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. (KJV)

<greg> even though Peter James and John accompanied the Lord to the mount, we see that Father only referred to one of them as His Son

<greg> it Jesus of Nazareth, the first born of many bretheren, who chose to follow the leading and guidance of the Spirit of Christ within Him, to set the example of how we too could live a life pleasing to Father, so that the Father could look on us as well and make the same statement, this is my beloved Son and daughter, in whom i am well pleased

<greg> Matt 18:3-4 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (KJV)

<greg> except we see ourselves also as one of His, a child of God, partakers of His divine nature, a partaker of the inheritance set before us, we will not enter into that intimate relationship as a Father and His Son

<greg> so for today, how do you see yourself, and how will you conduct yourself this day, this moment, seeking that same intimate and personal relationship, establishing a perfect love which casts out all fear

<greg> remember, without that vision, the revelation of the Son, the people will perish

<greg> James 1:23-24 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural 

face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. (KJV)

<greg> any q's or comments this day
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