Bible Study Wednesday 21 May 2003

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: (KJV)

[And God said, Let us make man] It is evident that God intends to impress the mind of man with a sense of something extraordinary in the formation of his body and soul when he introduces the account of his creation thus, Let US make man. 

[In our image, after our likeness] What is said above refers only to the body of man, what is here said refers to his soul. This was made in the image and likeness of God. Now, as the Divine Being is infinite, he is neither limited by parts, nor definable by passions; therefore he can have no corporeal image after which he made the body of man. The image and likeness must necessarily be intellectual, his mind, his soul, must have been formed after the nature and perfections of his God. The human mind is still endowed with most extraordinary capacities, it was more so when issuing out of the hands of its Creator. God was now producing a spirit, and a spirit, too, formed after the perfections of his own nature. God is the fountain whence this spirit issued, hence, the stream must resemble the spring which produced it. God is holy, just, wise, good, and perfect; so must the soul be that sprang from him: there could be in it nothing impure, unjust, ignorant, evil, low, base, mean, or vile. It was created after the image of God; and that image, Paul tells us, consisted in righteousness, true holiness, and knowledge, <Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10>. Hence, man was wise in his mind, holy in his heart, and righteous in his actions. Were even the word of God silent on this subject, we could not infer less from the lights held out to us by reason and common sense. The text tells us he was the work of 'ELOHIYM, the Divine Plurality, marked here more distinctly by the plural pronouns US and OUR; and to show that he was the masterpiece of God's creation, all the persons in the Godhead are represented as united in counsel and effort to produce this astonishing creature. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

God, created man in Their image, and after Their likeness, truly the masterpiece of His creations.

Man listened to the lies of the devil, and allowed conflict to enter between him and his Creator, marring the masterpiece.

Now faith, enables a person to have total restoration of this masterpiece by and through Christ Jesus.

Father, by the guidance of His Spirit, points us to the truth of His Word, which shows us how to accomplish this restoration.

Ephesians 2:13-16 But now through your union with Christ Jesus you who were once far away have through the blood of Christ been brought near. 14. For He Himself is our peace, He is the one who has made us both into one body and has broken down the barrier that kept us apart; 15. through His human nature He has put a stop to the hostility between us, namely, the law with its commands and decrees, in order to create one new humanity out of the two parties and so make peace through union with Himself, and in one body 16. to reconcile them both to God with His cross after He had killed the hostility through it. (Williams New Testament)

Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. (KJV)

Definition for reconciled: 1) to reconcile completely 2) to reconcile back again, to bring back a former state of harmony. (Thayer’s)

Father’s purpose and plan for mankind, is the restoration of the masterpiece to how He created it; this can only be accomplished by and through Christ Jesus, the reconciler, the restorer. Have you accepted, and using this gift today, for the restoration according to His purpose and plan for you?

Copyright © 2003 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
