Bible Study Thursday 15 May 2003

Definition for struggle: 1. Properly, to strive, or to make efforts with a twisting or with contortions of the body. Hence, 2. To use great efforts; to labor hard; to strive; to contend; as, to struggle to save life. (Tis wisdom to beware, and better shun the bait than struggle in the snare.) (Webster’s 1828 dictionary)

Wherefore the apostle suggests, that they ought to consider, that they had been indulged; and what they had been engaged in, were only some light skirmishes; and that they must expect to suffer as long as they were in the world, and had blood in them; and that their blood, when called for, should be spilled for the sake of Christ: (John Gill commentary)
1 Timothy 6:12 Exert all your strength in the honorable struggle for the faith; (Weymouth's New Testament)
Hebrews 12:4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted so as to endanger your lives; (Weymouth's New Testament)
Ye have not yet resisted unto blood. They had not yet realized the full extent of the struggle. No martyrdom had as yet occurred; no extreme measures, such as wholesale taking of life, had been employed against them. Finally, they were to remember that sin is the antagonist. They were to continue to strive against sin, particularly the sin of unbelief, which destroys faith. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

Hebrews 10:32-33 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock (to hold up to derision or mockery) both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. (KJV)
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