Bible Study Tuesday 13 May 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father thank you for this day and this time of fellowship to hear and receive that which you know each of us has need of to grow and abound in the knowledge of your precious Son Christ Jesus, the way you would have us to go with praise, honor and thanksgiving given to you for this blessing in Christ.

<opentext> Conflicts are like blockages in the arteries, that prevent all of the nourishment from arriving with it's full purpose and intent, and that will keep a person from proper growth and maturity. 

<opentext> Prov 4:20-27, My son, attend to what I say, bend your ear to My words; never lose sight of them, but fix them in your mind; to those that find them they are life, and health to all their being. Guard above all things, guard your inner self, for so you live and prosper; bar out all talk of evil, and banish wayward words; let your eyes look straight ahead, gaze right in front of you; keep a clear path before you, and ever make your footing firm; never turn to the right or the left, draw back from a wrong step. (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> Now, in life, a person listens to words much more then they are often aware of. In the world there are many voices seeking to get your attention, and only one is there for your spiritual health and well being.

<opentext> Yet, how often does a person pick up on all of the things that are harmful to them?

<disciple> anytime they do not keep the shield of faith up

<h-d> that is the manner of the lower nature

<diligently> sometimes for most all the harmful things are already habits for them

<opentext> Now note in the above verses, that it says to above all things, to guard your inner self. Like having a filter on your water supply, so that all the impurities are filtered out. Does one always do this with their senses, or only occasionally as they may think about it?

<chosen> sometimes forget to <at-peace> should be always

<diligently> it should be done at al times <disciple> sometimes forget

<opentext> Now, before anything can get to the inner man, it has to come in from the outside. One has to allow it in. Have you ever noticed that most of the things that are advertised for in the grocery store, or even the things that are prominently displayed, are the things that are not the best for your health and well being?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yep <diligently> yes

<opentext> Why is this?

<h-d> they are catering to your lower nature

<diligently> because the devil has it planed that way

<chosen> they know that most can't resist the temptation if it's in front of their eyes

<disciple> the flesh likes to eat junk...and they know it

<opentext> Have you noticed that most often the things that are advertised the most, are the things that are least beneficial for your health and well being? 

<h-d> yes <chosen> yes <disciple> yes

<opentext> Guard above all things, guard your inner self, for so you live and prosper; bar out all talk of evil, and banish wayward words; let your eyes look straight ahead, gaze right in front of you; bar out, or block out ALL talk of evil. Now think about that; for our computers one will purchase the programs that will do the best job of blocking out everything that is harmful for them. Does one make as much of an effort to afford this protection for the inner man?

<at-peace> we should at all times, evil communications corrupts good morals

<chosen> no not always <h-d> yes, we should at all times 

<diligently> they should always <diligently> we should

<at-peace> a little leaven allowed in will corrupt the whole lump

<disciple> we should always guard the inner man...above all things

<opentext> Blockages of the arteries do not just happen, they have developed over time, by not using the wisdom given to us. They came about from developing and nurturing bad habits. From failure to block the entrance to those things which can be harmful or detrimental to us.

<opentext> In the spiritual realm, the devil advertises those things that entices the lower nature, but is very detrimental to one's spiritual well being.

<opentext> The spiritual blockages do not happen overnight either, but they are developed over time, by the nurturing of bad habits and traits.

<opentext> So, one should be able to see that the devil advertises those things that are appeasing to the lower nature, but harmful to one's relationship with God.

<opentext> So, how can one filter out these harmful advertisements or ploys of the devil?

<at-peace> having our spiritual senses exercised to discern between good and evil

<disciple> allow the shield to stop all of it, and then cast down imaginations that are contrary to the Word of God

<chosen> by weighing everything against the Word before we partake of it

<h-d> keeping the mind renewed in His Word and studying to show one approved unto God

<opentext> Good answers. Keeping the mind renewed in and on the Word, and then exercising that on a daily moment by moment basis, so that the shield of faith is always properly deployed to extinguish the fiery lies of the devil, because we have weighed everything against the Word of truth.

<opentext> And how is one able to do this? Usually in a commercial, they give you adequate instructions to get to that place that has those temptations available to you.

<opentext> John 16:13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as the world guides you to that which they want to control you with, the Christian has to be led and guided by the Spirit. This is the only way that they will be able to properly maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path.

<opentext> I Jn 2:26These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> When is one seduced? When they forget to filter out the garbage that is trying to enter their senses?

<disciple> yes <h-d> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> Man will always try to seduce us. Note from the above scripture, that the Spirit of God guides you into ALL truth. (His Word is truth)

<opentext> Now, if one does not listen to and obey the counsel or directions given by the Guide, what will the results be?

<disciple> eventual death

<at-peace> could end up like the man in the ditch that was beaten and robbed... beaten and robbed spiritually

<h-d> spiritual death

<opentext> False information will cause conflicts in a person life. In the midst of conflicts, how often is an informed decision made and acted upon?

<at-peace> if we don't learn to be still and hear His still small voice for instruction it would not be often

<disciple> only as one ignores the circumstances that surrounds us, and listens to the still small voice of Father

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free, and keeps us free, as we continue in it. It will block out all of the advertisements of the devil. It is the truth that will prevent blockage of your spiritual arteries. How healthy of a spiritual diet will you choose to partake of this day?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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