Bible Study Thursday 1 May 2003

Weighing the evidence. How often does one try to give the answer before they have heard all of the evidence?

1 Corinthians 2:14-15 An unspiritual man does not accept the things that the Spirit of God teaches, for they are nonsense to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are appreciated by spiritual insight. 15. But the spiritual man appreciates everything, and yet he himself is not really appreciated by anybody. (Williams New Testament)

for they are foolishness unto him; they are looked upon by him as absurd, and contrary to reason; they do not agree with his taste, he disrelishes and rejects them as things insipid and distasteful; he regards them as the effects of a crazy brain, and the reveries of a distempered head, and are with him the subject of banter and ridicule: (John Gill)
because they are spiritually discerned; in a spiritual manner, by a spiritual light, and under the influence, and by the assistance of the Spirit of God. There must be a natural visive (pertaining to the power of seeing or vision) discerning faculty, suited to the object; as there must be a natural visive faculty to see and discern natural things, so there must be a spiritual one, to see, discern, judge, and approve of spiritual things; and which only a spiritual, and not a natural man has. (John Gill)
Jude 1:18-20 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, (KJV)

Persons who shall endeavour to turn all religion into ridicule, as this is the most likely way to depreciate truth in the sight of the giddy multitude. The scoffers, having no solid argument to produce against revelation, endeavour to make a scaramouch (a buffoon in motley dress) of some parts; and then affect to laugh at it, and get superficial thinkers to laugh with them. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

They wish to follow their own lusts, and consequently cannot brook the restraints of the Gospel: therefore they labour to prove that it is not true, that they may get rid of its injunctions, and at last succeed in persuading themselves that it is a forgery; and then throw the reins on the neck of their evil propensities. Thus their opposition to revealed truth began and ended in their own lusts. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

[Who separate themselves] From the true church, which they leave from an affectation of superior wisdom.

[Sensual] Animal-- living as brute beasts, guided simply by their own lusts and passions, their Bible being the manifold devices and covetousness of their own hearts; for they have not the Spirit-- they are not spiritually minded, and have no Holy Spirit, no inspiration from God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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