Bible Study Tuesday 25 March 2003

<greg> Father, we ask this day for your bread of life, to strengthen and guide us another day on the strait and narrow path, the same path walked by your Son and our perfect example, Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Definition of persuaded: 4135 plerophoreo (play-rof-or-eh'-o); from 4134 and 5409; to carry out fully (in evidence), i.e. completely assure (or convince), entirely accomplish: KJV-- most surely believe, fully know (persuade), make full proof of. (Strong's)

<opentext> PERSUA'DED, pp. Influenced or drawn to an opinion or determination by argument, advice or reasons suggested; convinced; induced. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> When one is saved, they know in their heart there has been a change within them, but, how hard is it for the mind to then be persuaded, to accept and walk in the things that God tells us within His Word?

<disciple> the mind can only change as it becomes a real and living truth in one's heart...by applying the truth to one's life, daily

<diligently> it can be hard on the flesh at times. need to growing daily growing up onto Father in all things

<h-d> one has to have complete trust in Him to walk by faith....blind faith, a spiritual faith...not physical sight

<opentext> Was thinking about with the war that is going on, how the troops move forward, and most people assume that where they have left is safe, and then fighting returns to where they had already left. How often in the Christians walk, does one see the devil attack and area that one had just started to obtain the victory in?

<h-d> very often that happens

<chosen> very often

<diligently> yes, this has happen to me at times.

<disciple> that happens when we move ahead of Father, having not overcome some things before moving on

<at-peace> every opportunity that presents itself

<opentext> As Paul tells us, that for him it was a constant battle to keep the body fully persuaded to stay in agreement with that which he had heard and accepted in the Spirit.

<opentext> One is able to see, acknowledge and accept that which they have seen in the Word in their heart or spirit, yet what kind of struggle or battle goes on, that get the mind to be persuaded as well?

<diligently> at times this does take time, line upon line

<disciple> always a spiritual battle for control...up to each one to keep casting down all thoughts that exalt above Father

<at-peace> the flesh wars against the spirit as they are contrary to one another.....the mind being the battlefield

<greg> many think they can mix the two, and end up with a divided house

<chosen> a strong resistance at times

<opentext> For myself, i never thought there were so many preconceived notions or thoughts within my mind, until Father asked me to change something in my life, to come into agreement with His Word.

<opentext> Rom 4:21, And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. (KJV)

<mike`> In my mind at times... the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

<opentext> We can read about those that lived and operated by faith in God's Word. We can acknowledge what a great life and example that they set for us to follow. And as Mike just said, the mind produces ambushes, to keep one from being fully convinced or persuaded, to continue in and on that strait and narrow path.

<opentext> The key is, how do you react or respond, once the ambush occurs?

<disciple> should recognize the lies and cast it down, with Father's Word

<greg> at the beginning of an ambush there can be unrest, so it is a matter of allowing the peace of God to be restored as the deciding factor

<opentext> Do you forget all that has been made available to you, and thus by using only a small part of the resources or fullness of God that is rightfully yours, are you able to overcome?

<mike`> pray (call in the air support)

<disciple> no...we need the full armor of God...that is why He made it all available to us...knowing our need

<h-d> we need to use all that is available to us, just as the devil is going to use everything against us that he can

<opentext> One also has to remember, not to get caught up in looking at what one perceives that others have, but using the full resources that have been made available to you. Where Father has you in your walk of faith, He is able to sustain you and protect you, if you adhere to the counsel or instruction that He has given to you.

<opentext> Could you imagine a battleship trying to carry out the role of a tank? Yet, isn't this exactly what happens when a person is persuaded to follow another person, rather then the reality of Christ in their life?

<disciple> yep <diligently> yes <h-d> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> 2 Tim 1:12, For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. (KJV)

<opentext> As Paul tells us, to work out our own salvation, with reverence and respect for God. Allowing the Word to be built up in our heart, as Father knows that which we have need of this day to remain an overcomer in Him.

<opentext> Being confident, fully persuaded of the work which He has begun within us, to know that if we allow Him to, that He will bring it to completion.

<opentext> Heb 6:9, But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. (KJV)

<opentext> If you remain confident and fully persuaded of God and His promises, what kind of affect does that have on those around you?

<h-d> you become the example of the believer

<diligently> allowing them to see the light of Christ shinning form with us.

<greg> i have found some to get a bit nervous and defensive

<at-peace> Phil 1:14And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. (KJV)

<disciple> agree...your life will become a living sermon for them

<mike`> confidence... that we are not in this body alone (especially in time of need) 

<opentext> For those that are listening, it will encourage; for those that are fighting the Word, you will become an enemy. Thus the importance of being persuaded to only do the things we see the Father do, and speaking only those things we have heard the Father speak, so that one will always remain firmly within His grace.

<opentext> Heb 11:13, These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Being fully persuaded by the which we see in God's Word, and not by that which we see going on in the world.

<opentext> You must remember that His kingdom is not of this world. That we are just strangers and pilgrims passing through. Today, are you fully persuaded to trust that that which Father has promised you, He is able to perform?

<disciple> yes <mike`> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <h-d> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> just wanted to share what was said about

<opentext> ok

<diligently> <opentext> For those that are listening, it will encourage; for those that are fighting the Word, you will become an enemy. Thus the importance of being persuaded to only do the things we see the Father do, and speaking only those things we have heard the Father speak, so that one will always remain firmly within His grace.

<diligently> this is of great help to me

<disciple> i was thinking about the thoughts that attack our mind, and the verse about

casting down every thought that exalts­ itself­ against the knowledge of God...each

thought is an independent action, if we don't cast it down...words of death that are

real and working in our lives, if we allow the thought to take root

<at-peace> 2 Cor 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the

obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. (KJV)

<disciple> thanks, sis...that is the verse that came to mind even more clearly today

<opentext> imaginations are those things that one sees or conjures within their mind,

that try to cloud the truth of His Word

<opentext> thus why the devil tries to put up smoke-screens....to hide the truth from

those that are not walking in the Spirit

<disciple> yes

<opentext> like using night vision goggles.....we are able to see in the Spirit, that

which the flesh cannot perceive

<opentext> walk in the Spirit, and you will not be taken by surprise by the trappings

and ambushes of the flesh

<opentext> people shudder at the war that is going on, yet this is what transpires in

the spirit realm every day

<diligently> when we are in the spirit we catch all the ambushes

<disciple> yes it is...and the consequences are an eternity of life or eternity of death
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