Bible Study Monday 24 March 2003

<chosen> thank you Father for blessing us with this time together, to fellowship in your Word and learn more of you... we pray that we will be ready to receive your Word into our hearts, to lead and direct us as we continue to fellowship with you this day, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Definition for persuade: 1. To influence by argument, advice, intreaty or

expostulation; to draw or incline the will to a determination by presenting motives to the mind. 2. To convince by argument, or reasons offered; or to convince by reasons suggested by reflection or deliberation, or by evidence presented in any manner to the mind. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Paul tells us, that the peace of God that passes all of the understanding of the lower nature will keep our hearts and minds by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> It is what is cultivated within our heart, which will persuade one's heart on which path they will follow.

<opentext> I Jn 3:19And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, we know that faith is by hearing the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus, and responding in accordance with this Message.

<opentext> How does one cultivate this Message within their heart?

<h-d> study to show thyself approved unto God

<diligently> by being renewed in the spirit daily

<disciple> by applying the message daily in their walk, and studying Father's Word

<at-peace> applying the Word in our lives daily ... practicing to walk in accordance with God's Word

<opentext> As we can see by some of the responses, we have to be quick to hear and obey the Message delivered; it has to be applied to the heart and mind so that we will know which way we should travel; but, as we know from Mark chapter 4 as well, any obstacles within the heart also have to be cleared and removed, so as not to show resistance to this Message.

<opentext> What kind of obstacles can one encounter, that can prevent them from being persuaded to follow and adhere to the Word?

<h-d> all the old traditions and doctrines

<greg> beginning in the spirit, and trying to perfect it by the flesh

<disciple> evil communications...outside circumstances and cares of this world

<at-peace> cares of this life

<at-peace> distractions

<diligently> cares of the world , people, we can not please both God and man

<opentext> Let's take a look at a few of the things you have listed. The old traditions and doctrines of the old nature; that is the old habits and traits of this world which we were taught from a child. Isn't it hard to persuade the heart and mind to turn from these practices?

<disciple> yes <diligently> yes <chosen> yes

<h-d> yes, you can only do it with the help of Father

<at-peace> yes

<greg> the flesh still likes to sip the old wine 

<opentext> So it is learning to hear and follow the Spirit of God, as He leads us and guides us into all truth. However, as we hear, learn and grow, aren't there forces that are trying to prevent us from growing up into Him in all things?

<disciple> yes, the spiritual darkness of this world will always attempt to hinder us

<h-d> yes, satan comes to steal kill and destroy all that he can

<diligently> yes, the devil will keep trying to make us fall at all times

<diligently> he wishes that all will perish

<opentext> Evil communications try to persuade us from hearing and following the truth. Now, if someone is cursing or shouting at us, it is easy to identify the evil communications. But, is the devil always that obvious in his attempts to persuade us from following the truth?

<disciple> no, he's not <h-d> no <diligently> no

<h-d> he can appear as an angel of light

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So there will be distractions communicated to us, to persuade us from hearing and obeying the truth. How easy is it for the cares and concerns of this life, to hinder one's hearing?

<disciple> if we don't stay tuned to Father, it can be very easy

<h-d> very easy IF we give ear to it

<diligently> very easy , if we allow them it

<chosen> very easy

<opentext> Now God tells us that we are to cast all of our cares and concerns on Him, and He will provide that daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. We hear this, and understand this, yet, why are we not always persuaded to believe this?

<disciple> we allow our physical sight to lead us into fear, at times

<diligently> we are learning daily, one step at a time, line upon line, 

<greg> the spirit is willing, the flesh sees the outward

<opentext> Ah, the flesh often over-rides the Spirit. So we can see why Paul tells us to walk by and in accordance with the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus, and not by the senses of the lower nature.

<opentext> We also have to notice that Paul tells us to walk. How often does one get in a hurry to get things accomplished, and get a bit ahead of God?

<diligently> have done that at times

<h-d> have done more than He asks at times

<disciple> have sprinted a few times

<chosen> at times

<opentext> Now, when you start running or in a hurry, are you able to see and hear as clearly as when you are walking?

<h-d> nope <chosen> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <disciple> no

<opentext> James 1:19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: (KJV)

<opentext> Swift to stop and hear Father's counsel. Being fully persuaded before we act or respond. Is one always fully persuaded by the Message that they have heard, before they respond?

<disciple> not always <h-d> not always <chosen> no <diligently> no

<opentext> You have to be fully persuaded that what God has spoken to you is true, beyond what any man, or situation has spoken to you.

<opentext> Rom 14:5One man esteemed one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. (KJV)

<opentext> Are you fully persuaded that this is the day which the Lord has made, so that you can rejoice in the Message He has delivered by and through Christ to you, regardless of what any and all of the external circumstances may try to communicate to you?

<h-d> yes <disciple> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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