Bible Study Thursday 13 March 2003

<helpmate> heavenly Father we give you thanks for yet another opportunity to gather

to learn more of you and everything you have given to us as your obedient child, we

pray that the ears of our understanding are open to receive all that you have for us

this day through Jesus Christ our lord and saviour

<opentext> Can you tell me what day it is today?

<helpmate> this is the day that the Lord hath made and we will rejoice in it and be glad

<diligently> this is the day the Lord hath made

<chosen> Father's day...the day that the Lord has made

<mike> Ps 118:24This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (KJV)

<at-peace> today is the day of salvation

<opentext> Yes, this is His day. I was watching part of a movie the other day, and it showed an older man trying to make it in major league baseball. The task had become very difficult, because he lost sight of the fact that it was a game that he enjoyed playing.

<opentext> As he lost sight of the fact that he was no longer enjoying what he was doing, it became difficult, rather then something he once enjoyed.

<opentext> Once he remembered his passion and love for the game, his skills returned to the ability he had been blessed with, and he accomplished that which no one but a few thought he could do.

<opentext> How often in our walk, do we forget the privilege that we have in being a part of Father's family, and forget to be joyful in our serving Him this day?

<helpmate> any time the flesh rises above the spirit

<diligently> the joy of the lord is to be our strength

<opentext> Isn't it when we forget His love for us, and fail to serve Him because we recognize this love, that the joy in serving Him slowly begins to disappear from our walk with Him?

<m-m> yes

<h-d> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<opentext> How often do we forget the joy that we are supposed to have in serving Him?

<diligently> not often

<at-peace> whenever we allow the simplicity to slip

<diligently> but doing it any time is too often

<opentext> As Judy brought up, the joy of the Lord is supposed to be our strength; but if we forget that joy, if we take it for granted or even neglect it for any amount of time, what will happen in our relationship with Father?

<diligently> we will start to be separated from our Father

<h-d> we will loose sight of it and fall

<opentext> We are to love Him, because we recognize and realize that he first loved us, in spite of all that we were. If one remembers this, will they as easily take their salvation, the gift of God for granted?

<diligently> no

<chosen> no

<h-d> no

<matti> no

<opentext> It was such a simple question that Father posed to me last evening right before bed, but realized how easy it is to forget the joy that i am to have in serving Him. To remember that in all that i do, i should remember to be thankful in my heart, and not just mouth the words. Yet how easy is it to forget, to take for granted the preciousness of that which we have received?

<h-d> easy is we do not remember what we have been delivered from

<chosen> easy at times

<m-m> sometimes forget who i am spiritually

<opentext> Does one always take into account the seriousness of it, when someone asks the reason of the hope within us? If we have forgot the joy we are to have, will we really remember that eternity is what is at stake?

<diligently> at times it can be easy to get caught up in what is going on around me

<h-d> not always

<disciple> no, it can become just words, instead of the Living Word

<h-d> we forget that He separated us from our mothers womb [fleshly ties]

<opentext> We are in this present evil world, but we are not to be a part of it. So we can see why Paul said to come out from among the world, and to be separate from it. The cares of this life, the pursuit of things other then the kingdom of God, will quench the Spirit within us, it will steal our joy if one allows it to continue.

<opentext> So, how can we, how are we able to maintain this joy in serving God this day?

<disciple> by remaining in His Word, and staying the obedient child

<diligently> keeping our heart , mind and soul on Him, keeping our eye single, and the peace of God which passeth all understanding will be with us.

<h-d> meditate on His word....day and night

<opentext> Paul tells us to pray without ceasing, that is communicate with Him at all times, in all things. That we should not allow His Word to depart from us, but in all of our ways, not some or a few, to acknowledge Him.

<opentext> If we remember that we sold and got rid of all that we had to obtain this pearl of great price, would one be as quick to neglect it, or to hide it away?

<diligently> no

<h-d> no

<disciple> nope

<chosen> no

<opentext> Ps 119:10With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 11Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 1:1Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. (KJV)

<opentext> This is the day which the Lord has made, and i can rejoice in it, because Jesus Christ lives in me this day, and Father calls me one of His. Will this be your thought, desire and prayer for this day?

<diligently> yes :-)

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> yes

<m-m> yes

<matti> yes

<h-d> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> verse to share

<opentext> ok

<diligently> Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

[<opentext> It is the peace of God, which passes all worldly understanding, that is to keep the heart and mind seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<diligently> Fathers perfect peace

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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