Bible Study Wednesday 12 March 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father we come before you with praise and thanksgiving for all that you have prepared for us that will enable us to grow in grace and strength to go about your work and business that you may ask of us this day to your praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Titus 2:11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, (KJV)

<opentext> The grace of God, which is able to bring salvation, has appeared to all men. Yet then, why is it that so many are not able to see it?

<at-peace> god of this world has blinded their minds

<diligently> eyes of understanding have not been opened up yet

<chosen> the veil of the flesh is across their eyes

<disciple> the veil of the flesh is still over their eyes

<opentext> The last few days we talked about the fact that God so loved the world, that He gave. Yet, so few are able to comprehend what He has given. His Word has gone to all of the world; His grace and salvation has appeared to all men as well. Just as the sun shines every day in the sky, yet how many give thought to the fact that they would die, if the sun quit existing?

<diligently> not many <disciple> most don't give a thought to it <chosen> not many

<opentext> Honestly, when is the last time that you gave thought to the fact that you are able to exist because the sun is there?

<disciple> i am one of those most :-(

<diligently> a long time ago

<chosen> not for a while...sometimes take it for granted

<diligently> we just know our Father will care for me , like a child, and do not even question it.

<opentext> So we can see, that it is easy for a person to take things for granted, when they do not maintain a total understanding and picture in their mind, of all that God has given to us.

<diligently> yes, it is

<opentext> Isn't it often the same way with salvation, that we do not always remember all that we have received with the gift, and take it for granted?

<diligently> yes, at times <chosen> yes

<opentext> Just some food for thought, i find it interesting, that the sun was not created until the fourth day, and Jesus Christ did not appear to man until 4000 years after creation. So, for almost 2000 years, God's plan of reconciliation has been made plainly visible for those that want to see.

<opentext> The love of God has been shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghost, who was given to you.You have that ability, to allow the Son to shine forth from you. Do you always allow this to happen?

<chosen> no

<disciple> not all always...we allow the lower nature to block Him sometime

<at-peace> not always, sometimes the bushel is the cares of this life

<diligently> do fall short at times.

<opentext> Titus 2:11-12, 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; (KJV)

<opentext> Just as the clouds can prevent a person from seeing the sun; likewise, clouds in a persons life can prevent others from seeing the Son-shine within us. Ungodliness and worldly lusts we can see are those things which allow the storm clouds to build in a persons life, and prevent themselves as well as others from seeing the salvation of God that has appeared to all men.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that which we have been given stewardship over. If we would be more cognizant of remembering this, do you think one would allow the light of this glorious gospel to shine a bit brighter from us?

<disciple> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> If one is always going to concentrate on the problems, will they ever be able to see, observe and then follow the path that will deliver them?

<at-peace> no <diligently> no <chosen> no <disciple> nope

<opentext> How often do you hear people say on a cloudy day, that the sun is not shining?

<disciple> have heard that most often

<at-peace> often, had said it myself more than once

<diligently> often

<chosen> have said it myself

<opentext> And don't you often agree with them? Yet, the fact is that the sun is still shining, it is just that there are things that are blocking it from view.

<opentext> Just because things may not always be going as we think, and things appear to be going from bad to worse, does that mean that Jesus Christ is no longer seated at the right hand of the Father victoriously?

<diligently> no, not at all <disciple> no, it does not <chosen> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> Our attitudes and thoughts can also present clouds in our life, that will prevent others from seeing the Son shine that we have in our hearts. This is why we have to remember that we have been made stewards of this great mystery of reconciliation that God has made available to mankind. People do not sell products by presenting all of the negatives of the product, do they?

<disciple> no

<chosen> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> With salvation, there are no negatives, yet, because it is so often misrepresented, how often are people afraid to make a commitment to God through Jesus Christ?

<disciple> many are, and/or question the commitment

<disciple> many are, and/or question the commitment

<opentext> How often in the past, have misrepresentations of God's Word, prevented you from seeing and operating in all that God had for you?

<chosen> often, because i chose to believe the lie

<disciple> has happened, and as we see and hear Father's Word, the lies are revealed and we learn the truth

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:10, As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, to allow the Sunshine of God, the message of salvation to shine forth from you. Will you be a good steward of that which the Father has entrusted to you?

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<disciple> yes, i will

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today’s study?

<opentext> today, allowing God to inscribe His Word and love on your heart, that you would be that written epistle of His love to mankind.
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