Bible Study Tuesday 11 March 2003

<chosen> Father we thank you for making it possible for us to fellowship together in the unity of the Spirit to hear your Words of truth this day.... we pray that we will fix our focus on you alone, allowing your Word to be that which directs our thoughts this day through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> If you will recall, yesterday we were sharing about how God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, as a ransom for us, that we might be restored to His family by adoption. Today i want us to look at this a bit further.

Titus 3:4But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,

5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; (KJV)

<opentext> Now, God's love has appeared to all mankind, but not all choose to see it or accept it.

<opentext> His love is available as a free gift, to anyone that will accept it in and on God's terms; not by anything that we can do, other then simple obedience to the instructions given with this gift.

Titus 3:7That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul shares with us, that we are saved by grace through faith; not of works or anything we can do, so that no one can impress the Father with anything other then obedience to His Word.

I Jn 2:5But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. (KJV)

<opentext> It is by keeping His Word, that the love of God is maintained in our life, as well as manifest to those around us. Yet, how often do we remember that the Word and the results that it can produce, is so simple?

<disciple> i often try and make it complicated, forgetting how simple it really is

<diligently> the simple things of our Father we can make hard at times.

<chosen> sometimes forget that

<m-m> tempted to think the sky is falling at times and miss the simplicity

<opentext> Other then simple obedience, what can a person do to impress God?

<disciple> nothing <helpmate> not a thing <chosen> nothing <diligently> nothing

<opentext> We will look at the life of Jesus Christ as given in the gospels, and see and observe that He did not try to impress man, but only did those things that pleased the Father. We see that this is the way that we should walk and conduct our life as well.

<opentext> It is by walking in obedience to His Word, that the love of God, Christ and the Message that He delivered is able to be manifest in one's life. Yet, how often does a person think that they have to do more to impress God?

<disciple> obedience is better than sacrifice

<diligently> learn He obedience by the things He suffered

<diligently> we can never impress Father

<opentext> So then we would agree, that by hearing and obeying Father's Word or will, is what places us in good standing with Father, and keeps us within His family?

<disciple> yes <m-m> yes <chosen> yes <helpmate> yes <diligently> yes

I Jn 3:16Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV)

<opentext> We ought to walk, as He walked. Not being fearful of what man may say, think or try to do to us, but rather being that ambassador of His kingdom; speaking only when we hear the Father speak, and doing only when we see Father's instructions for us to do that which He may ask of us.

<opentext> So simple, and yet so easy to complicate, if one allows the lower nature to influence one's decisions.

I Jn 4:9In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, each of us knows how rebellious and obstinate we were before we accepted God's gift. Yet, in spite of this, God showed His love and mercy to us, and still made His grace available to us. Shouldn't we remember this, so we have the same love towards all of those around us, in spite of what they say or think?

<m-m> oh yes <chosen> yes <disciple> yes, we certainly should <diligently> yes

<m-m> it is the goodness of God that leads people to repent

<opentext> Yet, is this the attitude or example we always display?

<chosen> no <disciple> not always :-(

<m-m> at times, it isn’t the first thoughts that come to mind

<helpmate> sadly to say...not always <diligently> not at all times

I Jn 4:12No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice, that it says that no man has seen God at any time; that is the lower nature, as those that are in the flesh cannot please God. Yet, Jesus Christ tells us that when born again, we are able to see the kingdom of God.

<opentext> Paul tells us that we are to walk in the Spirit, so that we are not led by the flesh. This is all a part of growing up into Him in all things, by allowing the love of God to be manifest in our lives at all times, not just when the flesh thinks it is convenient.

I Jn 5:3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. (KJV)

<opentext> By simple obedience, we are overcomers of anything and everything this world may throw our way. This is the example that Jesus Christ manifest for us, and as Paul said, to be followers of Christ as He followed Christ.

I Jn 5:5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (KJV)

<opentext> If we will all recall in Mark 4, that the Word tells us that we are to know the mystery of the kingdom of God, and that if we will not understand the parable of the Sower, how can we understand everything else which He taught and presented to us.

<opentext> Thus, we can see why the Lord said to learn of Him, so that we could come to that place of understanding what transpired in us, when the love of God, Christ was shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.

<opentext> How precious is this gift; how valuable this pearl of great price. Today, will you keep fresh in your heart and mind, this great and vast love that God has made available to you?

<disciple> yes <m-m> yes <helpmate> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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