Bible Study Monday 10 March 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father thank you for this time of fellowship to share in and of your grace in all that you have placed before us that will nourish and strength us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV)

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave.

<opentext> Often times when we hear this verse or look at it, we fail to see it being addressed to us personally and individually.

<opentext> For God so loved you (your name inserted here), that He gave His only begotten Son, so that you might be restored into fellowship with Him in His family.

<opentext> Yet, how often do you remember to look at this verse as a personal invitation of His love to you?

<disciple> i have overlooked that at times

<diligently> as often as Father brings it to my attention.

<opentext> If one forgets it for themselves, how will it affect their relationship with the rest of the body, the rest of the family, let alone their own lack of confidence in their relationship with Father?

<diligently> it could be not so good a lacking for the rest of our family.

<disciple> the words will become meaningless...as our relationship with Father and our family disintegrates

<h-d> could start to take things for granted

<opentext> As we can see from the verse, that one has to continue to believe, there is no room or place for doubt. A little leaven will affect the whole of the lump.

<opentext> I Jn 3:1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV)

<opentext> That we should be called the children of God; that being dependent upon one maintaining their relationship with Father, a continuing thing

.<opentext> It is when we forget what manner or measure of love that Father has shown us, made available to us, that one will begin to question or doubt Father's love for them. Even though His love is always constant, without wavering.

<opentext> The love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the Holy Ghost, by the measure of the gift of Christ which is made available to us, the believer.

<opentext> Now, if you forget your car keys, what good will your vehicle be for you?

<disciple> none

<chosen> none

<h-d> none at all

<faithful> none

<diligently> none at all

<at-peace> of none affect

<opentext> So then, what happens when we neglect or forget Father's love within our life?

<h-d> it becomes of no effect also

<at-peace> Christ becomes of no effect to us

<diligently> it will not be of any good for us

<disciple> our life will be worth nothing, unless we live with His love within us, being obedient to Him

<opentext> John 3:17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> God did not send His Son to condemn you, but rather to show you the way out of darkness, and guide you into the marvelous light of His love.

<opentext> How does a person respond when they then forget, neglect or take that love for granted?

<disciple> they become dull of hearing

<faithful> disobedience to what Father asks of them

<h-d> they are in their flesh

<diligently> they start listening to the lies

<at-peace> complacency

<opentext> So then, when one does not respond to Father's love, they have quit hearing His message, and have gone about to satisfy the cravings of the lower nature, rather then maintaining the transformed state.

<opentext> Their mind is no longer being renewed by the Message of His love, that brings about and maintains that new life in Christ.

<opentext> John 3:18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that there is no condemnation, to them that are in Christ Jesus; that is to those that continue to operate in Father's love.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 8:1 So then there is no condemnation at all for those who are in union with Christ Jesus.

That relationship is dependent upon our maintaining our union with Him.

<opentext> John 3:19And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. (KJV)

<opentext> Any time one likes the darkness more then the light, they are openly displaying a rejection of Father's love. Yet, at the time, does one ever think of it in that way?

<h-d> while they are in rejection...no

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<disciple> nope

<opentext> So we can see then, why the devil works so hard, to get the believers focus off of Father's love. 

<opentext> The moment we forget or take that love for granted, a person will no longer see how precious they are in Father's sight. And then the grumbling begins.

<opentext> John 3:21But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as when one is driving at night, if they follow the beam of the headlights, when maintaining the proper course, they will get to their destination safely, we have to follow the light of the Word to maintain our path on the strait and narrow path to arrive at Father's house safely.

<opentext> If we continue in Father's love, there is no condemnation from the Father, and we have fellowship with Him because of our union and standing in Christ.

<opentext> Yes, there will be condemnation, criticism and consternation from those that are in darkness, but one cannot allow that to affect their relationship with Father. One has to continue to hear and obey His Message of love.
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