Bible Study Monday 9 June 2003

<chosen> we thank you Father for your blessings and for all that you have prepared for us in your Word this day, to nourish us and enable us to be pleasing to you...we pray that we will remain established in the faith this day, abounding in thanksgiving for all that you have done on our behalf, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> There will be no formal studies after today, until next Monday, need a little time to rest, as well as hear Father on the new newsletter, of which we will have a preview today.
<opentext> Definition for disclosure: 1. The act of disclosing; an uncovering and opening to view; discovery. 2. The act of revealing; utterance of what was secret; a telling. 3. The act of making known what was concealed. 4. That which is disclosed or made known. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Definition for revelation: 602 apokalupsis (ap-ok-al'-oop-sis); from 601; disclosure: KJV-- appearing, coming, lighten, manifestation, be revealed, revelation. (Strong's)

<opentext> One seldom recognizes, that is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for us, and Father's acceptance of that sacrifice, that Father made a full and total disclosure of His purpose and plan for reconciliation with mankind. Often times we hear people asking God for more of His Spirit, more of His love, so that they will be able to serve Him better.

<opentext> The fact is, that from the day of Pentecost, and on till the end of the Church age, God poured out His Spirit upon all flesh. He has made available to each and every person of this earth, the measure of faith, the measure of the gift of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often do you feel lacking?

<Tina> quite often

<judy-miz> when we allow the lower nature to dictate to us...walking by feelings, and not by faith

<Tina> right

<opentext> Eph 4:7, But unto every one of us is given grace­ according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> If you have accepted Christ as your Lord and savior, then you have received the fullness of Christ, the same measure that Paul the apostle received, the same measure that Jesus of Nazareth did as well.

<opentext> The epistles of the New Testament, give us a detailed account, or full disclosure of all that is entailed with this precious gift of God. Yet, do you always believe that God has made all of this available to you? Don't you often think that others are more special, or received more then you?

<judy-miz> we have at one time

<chosen> at times have forgot that i am complete in Him

<opentext> Ephesians 3:3-5, 3 How that by revelation (full disclosure) he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made

known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed (fully disclosed) unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; KJV

<opentext> It takes a full disclosure of the facts, for a person to make an informed decision on any given matter. With salvation, God has made available to each and every believer, a full disclosure of all that is necessary, to be able to obtain eternity with Him. However, if one ignores the details He has given us, can one really expect to obtain the prize?

<judy-miz> not at all

<Tina> no

<opentext> How often when considering and weighing God's disclosure that one must be born again to see or enter the kingdom of God, do you seek out other people or things for

clarification and disclosure, rather then going to God for His full disclosure of the facts?

<Tina> a lot of times that is my first reaction but it usually has to do with feelings leading me there…when we listen, we will hear the Lord

<judy-miz> i am learning to seek Father's counsel first

<Tina> me too

<opentext> Salvation, reconciliation is God's gift to man, and yet most people seek other people for an understanding of this spiritual mystery. This is the leaning of the lower nature. And thus why one has to learn to seek the source of the gift for a full disclosure of the gift and all that comes with it. God has given to us, made available to us full disclosure of His plan and purpose of salvation that He set into motion before the world was made, and was made manifest at the day of Pentecost because of the sacrifice Jesus Christ had made in and on our behalf, this made possible the revelation or disclosure of this plan.

<opentext> It is given to us to know the mystery of the kingdom of God, because as Paul tells us that it had been revealed or fully disclosed to the apostles and prophets so that they could point them out to all that would choose to follow Christ Jesus, and the path which He set for us to follow.

<opentext> Now think about that, Father has fully disclosed to us all that He has done for us with the Son and the Spirit, yet, have we disclosed all of ourselves to Him? Are there parts of our life that we try to hide from Him, or think He is not capable of helping us with?

<judy-miz> am sure there are probably some parts of our life i have not fully disclosed to

Father...He will reveal them to me as i listen

<chosen> yes there have been some areas that i have held onto, until i have decided to totally trust Him

<Tina> he sees all. how can we hide anything? maybe someone thinks they are hiding themselves

<opentext> Does one always allow the Lord into all of their life, or only parts of it? Is this because one does not always believe that they are a new creation in Him?

<opentext> good point tina...it is when one operates in the lower nature, that they not only think they can hide it from God, but also then believe that they can get by with it.

<judy-miz> sometimes a person neglects that knowledge of completeness

<Tina> if the lower nature is in control, they won't allow the Lord in…i know i would be caught

<Tina> the lord knows my life therefore I should go to him for counsel

<opentext> Since God has fully disclosed to us all that He has given to us and for us through Christ, we in turn must acknowledge that He then is able to meet our every need by and through Christ, the power and wisdom of God. The Bible tells us that we are to trust in Lord with all of our heart, all of our strength, and all of our might. This can only happen as we reciprocate the full disclosure that God has given to us.

<opentext> Thus why Paul tells us to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice! Totally alive spiritually.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> yes

<Tina> can you explain to me grace and mercy and how they differ

<opentext> grace is the full expression or disclosure of Father's mercy on mankind…grace is the unmerited favor of God...or as Paul say, that we are saved by grace through faith...it is not of works, so that no person can boast that they did anything to achieve it, other then acceptance with the gift, and then full compliance with the operating instructions (the Bible)

<opentext> that help tina?

<Tina> so they are similar?

opentext> you might say, grace is the applied or given expression to us, of God's mercy…there is nothing in and of ourselves, that we could do to deserve God’s mercy...thus grace

<Tina> he gives it willingly

<opentext> yes
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