Bible Study Monday 2 June 2003

John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. (KJV)

When do conflicts and struggles begin? When we try to make our home in and of this world. Yes, we are in temporary residence here, and yes we have to survive while we are here. However, if His kingdom is not of this world, why does a person work so hard at trying to stay here?

[My kingdom is not of this world] It is purely spiritual and divine. If it had been of a secular nature, then my servants would have contended-- they would have opposed force with force, as the kingdoms of this world do in their wars; but as my kingdom is not of this world, therefore no resistance has been made. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

[Is not meat and drink] It consists not in these outward and indifferent things. It neither particularly enjoins nor particularly forbids such.

[But righteousness] Pardon of sin, and holiness of heart and life.

[And peace] In the soul, from a sense of God's mercy; peace regulating, ruling, and harmonizing the heart.

[And joy in the Holy Spirit.] Solid spiritual happiness; a joy which springs from a clear sense of God's mercy; the love of God being shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit. In a word, it is happiness brought into the soul by the Holy Spirit, and maintained there by the same influence. This is a genuine counterpart of heaven; righteousness without sin, PEACE without! inward disturbance, JOY without any kind of mental agony or distressing fear. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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