Bible Study Tuesday 8 July 2003

<greg> Our heavenly Father, we thank you for this day, for another opportunity to walk in your path of life, by your gift given to us of your Son Jesus Christ, we ask for your guidance and direction through your word of grace that will enable us to do those things that are pleasing in your sight.

<opentext> Definition for evidence: That which elucidates (makes clear, illuminates) and enables the mind to see truth; proof arising from our own perceptions by the senses, or from the testimony of others, or from inductions of reason. Our senses furnish evidence of the existence of matter, of solidity, of color, of heat and cold, of a difference in the qualities of bodies, of figure , &c. The declarations of a witness furnish evidence of facts to a court and jury; and reasoning, or the deductions of the mind from facts or arguments, furnish evidence of truth or falsehood. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> That which illuminates the mind to see the truth. His Word is a lamp to our feet, a light to our path.

<opentext> Yet, one often forgets the war between the two natures, as to what evidence it will believe or follow. As Paul said, that constant battle to keep under the body to bring it into subjection of the evidence presented to us by the Spirit of God.

<opentext> God is not a man that He should lie. Yet, how often will one believe man, before they will God?

<disciple> most do that...especially when it's what one wants to hear

<helpmate> most do when it falls in line with their wants

<his> when we choose to allow the flesh to have its way

<judy> that is how the world teaches us to it, but not Fathers ways

<opentext> Gal 2:2, And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, (KJV)

<opentext> There are two maps available to the individual; that of the flesh, and that of the Spirit. Thus why Paul tells us that we are to learn to walk in the Spirit, so we will not be lead by the wants and desires of the flesh.

<opentext> As we brought up yesterday, that Simeon was led by revelation of the Spirit into the temple, to see the manifestation of that which He had been shown, the Lord's Christ. He believed the evidence presented to him by God.

<opentext> Now, since we know that God is not a respecter of persons, and that He has sent His same Word to all of the world, why was it that only Simeon and Anna examined the evidence in the proper light?

<his> they each had made a personal choice to do that

<disciple> they were the only ones that were hungering and thirsting after the Word, and allowed Father to guide them, as they listened to His voice

<chosen> their heart and mind was open to Father's truth, even though it went against what the crowd thought

<opentext> Titus 2:11, For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,(KJV)

<opentext> Evidence presented by God, is the truth of His Word. The words that He speaks to us, it is Spirit, and it is life to those who find it. They are life to those that seek and find the revelation given within them.

<opentext> John 1:4, In him was life; and the life was the light of men. (KJV)

<opentext> How easy is it to ignore the evidence that is within us?

<disciple> very easy if we lean toward the flesh, or cares of this world 

<helpmate> one has to become very dull of hearing to not hear it

<his> at times very easy....if we are not focused on pleasing Him...we will

<chosen> the flesh tries to ignore that which is going to disrupt the ways of the flesh

<diligently> if we do not listen to Father we will start to die

<at-peace> as soon as we lean to our own understanding

<greg> one has to work at sin, the wages of it being death, the gift of life is freely given by the grace of God to those that would accept it on His terms

<opentext> Good point, people have to become very dull of hearing, to not hear it. Yet, many hear God's evidence and still ignore it.

<disciple> many are called, but few are chosen

<helpmate> they have to choose not to hear and obey

<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often do we hear Father's counsel, the evidence presented for life, yet we will ignore it. Why?

<disciple> we allow the flesh to rule, rather than allowing the spirit to lead and guide us...giving in to wants, rather than needs

<diligently> they have been feeding the flesh and not the spirit, and then the flesh is in rule

<chosen> when we are not willing to lay aside our own wants, and replace them with His will for our life

<opentext> Rom 1:21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 1:25Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> The devil tampers with the evidence. And rather then allowing the Spirit of God to lead us and guide us into all the truth, one will follow the falsified evidence. They will ignore the still small voice of God.

<opentext> Note that Paul says, they worshipped and served the creature, their own wants and desires, rather then being that servant of God through Christ.

<opentext> They allowed their vision to become blurred and clouded. And if one is not able to see clearly, how will they know where to enter into the kingdom of God, where to enter His rest?

<disciple> they will not <helpmate> they will not be able to <chosen> wont be able to

<his> unable to <diligently> they will not

<opentext> Any way but by the way of the revelation given by the Father of the Son, is the way of a thief and a robber. Yet, how many times do you even try to sneak in that way?

<opentext> How often does one try to take short-cuts, or follow revelations that are not from God?

<disciple> have been there and done that

<his> anytime my focus is not on hearing and pleasing Him by obedience to His Word (sometimes too much :-( )

<opentext> Christ is the key to the revelation of the fellowship of the mystery, which enables us to be an ever developing participant in and of the divine nature of Christ, and then hearing Father clearly, so as to be able to present it to others (being that living example) so that they are able to taste of it, to intrigue them to seek Him.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/ <opentext> yes graeme

<his> <opentext> Note that Paul says, they worshipped and served the creature, their own wants and desires, rather then being that servant of God through Christ.

<his> brought to mind

<his> Gal 1:10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. kjv

<opentext> Exactly brother. As Paul tells us several times, that he was a prisoner of the Lord; held captive by the revelation. And because he stayed focused in and on the revelation, he was able to remain the Lord's servant.

<opentext> any other questions or comments? <at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> that same comment brought to mind the following verse.....

<at-peace> Rom 6:16Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? (KJV)

<opentext> a simple choice, but made complicated if one does not maintain a clear vision and focus in and on the mark of the Prize. Thus why Paul said ...that he may know Him, and the power of His resurrection. If one cannot remain operating in the revelation of Christ, they are apt to become a castaway themselves.

<opentext> any other questions or comments? <greg> o/ <opentext> yes greg

<greg> having heard the verse many are called and few chosen, these next verses explains what happens to the many

<greg> Phil 3:18(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) (KJV)

<greg> thus why we are to come out from among them, and remain separate

<opentext> Good verses brother...seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness....and then that which you have need of, will be added unto you. If the vision does not stay fresh with Father's evidence, one will seek the wrong things.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

Williams…Php 3:17-19

17. Follow my example, brothers, and keep your eyes on those who practice living by the pattern we have set you. 18. For there are many, of whom I have often told you, and now tell you in tears, who practice living as the enemies of the cross of Christ. 19. Their doom is destruction, their stomach is their god, their glory is in their shame, and their minds are feeding on earthly things,

<greg> pardon, i thought williams put it good as well
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