Bible Study Wednesday 23 July 2003

<chosen> thank you Father for the blessing of this time of fellowship in your Word and we thank you for making it possible through our union with Christ.... we pray that we will hear your Word of truth this day, and grow in our understanding of you as we seek you with our whole heart, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Matt 17:1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, as was mentioned yesterday, the Lord had taken them to a higher place. When we were born again, we were brought to a higher place, that is seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Yet, was one really aware of this at the time?

<chosen> no <disciple> not at all

<opentext> It was there, it was ours, yet we did not comprehend that which we saw. Much was from ignorance, and much was from improper instruction. Yet, why didn't we observe that which was plainly before us?

<disciple> i was caught up in the feelings and emotions, and didn't seek for anything much deeper than what i could see

<chosen> the veil of the flesh

<opentext> We might ask it this way as well, why doesn't one see that which is really before them to see? We can think about the three wise men, and how we were taught, and how it caused us to see that which was not a reality, yet we believed it.

<disciple> being complacent where we are at, and not hungry enough to seek any further

<chosen> quick to believe what man told us, rather than diligently seeking the truth from only Father

<opentext> Could this be why Paul tells us that we are to walk by faith (the context of the Message of reconciliation delivered by and through Christ) and not by sight (the message of training developed by the lower nature?)

<disciple> yes <chosen> yes

<opentext> We can also recall, that Paul told the Galatians, that they began in the Spirit, and then reverted to trying to develop and maintain perfection by the flesh. If we can recall when we were first born again, we had a fire and zeal for God. But, it was when we sought man for an understanding of that which we received from God, that we were pointed back to the flesh, since that is where the majority of the teachers understanding is at.

<opentext> Peter, James and John wanted to build tents, rather then seeking the Lord for an understanding of that which was being revealed to them. Isn't it interesting, that it is almost 35 years later before Peter mentions it in his second epistle?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yes

<opentext> Even for us, when we read the scriptures seeking the bread of life; does one hear the fresh living manna from heaven, or is it what we have been taught in the past which we observe?

<disciple> sometimes the past interferes with what Father is telling us...allowing the past teachings to warp the truth as it is being received

<opentext> So then, one has to observe that which they hear?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yes

<opentext> Deut 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: (KJV) 

<opentext> Have you noticed, that we have to hear, and then observe that which we hear?

<chosen> not until now <disciple> haven't seen that before now

<opentext> We are saved by grace through faith, which is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen by the lower nature, but only observed in the realm of His Spirit. When the Message is heard, then it is able to be observed in the Spirit, that the eyes of your understanding may be enlightened for how to be more of a participant of His divine nature. One often forgets, that in the beginning, God created. And, He created by speaking the Word, and the Spirit went forth, and brought substance to that command of God. When we hear the Word of life, and allow His Word to do it's purpose in our life, we are brought to that higher place. It is then we have to make the determination of whether or not we will hear with the lower nature, or the new nature that is in Christ.

<opentext> Luke 9:30-31, 30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. (KJV) 

<opentext> Now, do you think the disciples were listening attentively to that which was being discussed, or were they caught up in the moment?

<chosen> caught up in the moment

<disciple> they were definitely caught up in the moment

<opentext> How easy is it to be caught up in the moment, rather then hearing and observing that which the Lord is speaking to us; trying to instruct us in?

<disciple> we have to discipline the flesh to be still so we can listen to Father without distraction

<chosen> depends if we're seeking with our heart or with our head

<opentext> The Lord is always attempting to teach us and instruct us in His ways. Yet, if one is not attentive to that which is being given to us, it is easy to be distracted by that which is going on in the physical around us. This is why it is vital that we learn to walk by faith, and not by sight. That we learn to not only hear, but observe that which the Lord is speaking to us.

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:18-21, 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

<opentext> He will lead us and guide us into all truth, if we are willing to hear, observe and carry out the instructions.

<opentext> Today, will His Word be profitable to you and for you?

Copyright © 2003 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved 

