Bible Study Tuesday 22 July 2003

<greg> Father, i thank you for this day, and for your life giving word, i thank you that whatever you ask of us this day, we are able to accomplish, being strengthened and encouraged by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Matt 17:1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. (KJV)

<opentext> The Lord brought Peter, James and John to a higher place. In each of our lives the Lord brings us to a higher place many times. Yet, what do we see when we get there? Is one caught up in the moment? 

<opentext> How often is it that one's emotions, or desires of the lower nature affect that which one thinks they see?

<at-peace> whenever we take our eyes off the Lord

<h-d> if we are risen with Him and have been made to sit in heavenly places, we should be there at all times already

<diligently> we need to keep our eye single

<opentext> Matt 17:4, Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. (KJV)

<opentext> We can now see, that the Lord brought them up here on the mount, to reveal to them the results of obedience to the Message He was delivering to them.

<opentext> Yet, as we can read and hear, that they were more caught up in the moment by who they observed, rather then what was being revealed to them.

<opentext> Paul tells us that he wanted all men to see the fellowship of the mystery. God has poured out His Spirit upon all flesh. Yet, how many different interpretations do we hear of what God's grace is about?

<chosen^> many that are twisted by man's opinion

<diligently> each man has a different interpretation, that is why we do not need any man to teach us

<greg> many think Gods grace can only be revealed through miraculous events

<at-peace> many, even though the Lord says it is of no private interpretation but that which is revealed by the Spirit

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:16, For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (KJV)

<opentext> Years later, Peter is able to properly relate that which he observed that day on the mount. Once all of Peter's preconceived thoughts and ideas were out of the way, he was able to comprehend that which was shown to him.

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:17, For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.(KJV)

<opentext> How often does one really understand what it is they think they are observing? Is one looking through the eyes of the Spirit or the flesh? How can we tell?

<diligently> if peace is ruling, the peace of God the passeth all understanding

<h-d> and if it pleases the flesh, it is probably not of the spirit

<chosen^> everything we look at thru His eyes will line up perfectly with His Word

<opentext> As greg brought forth just a bit earlier, are we looking at the miracle of the moment, or have we heard the Word, the voice which produced it?

<h-d> His sheep hear His voice.....not the voice of an imposter

<greg> knowing who's voice it is

<opentext> The Lord was all of a sudden talking with Moses and Elijah. Yet, they wanted to build tents, rather the asking how could this be. Rather then realizing that the resurrection the Lord talked about, was being shown to them at this very moment. Yet, Peter wanted to build a shrine or tent for the occasion.

<opentext> Heb 9:24For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 17:24God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; (KJV)

<opentext> To make all men see, what is the fellowship, the union of the mystery of the gospel. 

<opentext> But, in order for one to do this, they can no longer trust or depend on their physical senses of understanding.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one really see what God is revealing to them, or is one often times only an observer, because of the great limitations of the lower nature?

<opentext> Now stop for a moment and consider this; how many times have you read and observed this portion of scripture about the transfiguration. And when you read this, were you like the disciples and only observe the need for three tents, or did you see the new life in Christ, the promised resurrection being manifest?

<at-peace> had not seen it until now as the new life in Christ the promised resurrection being manifest

<chosen^> at times have limited my view by only peeking thru the keyhole, rather than opening the door up fully....... only seeing in part

<greg> its like paul wrote, they conferred not with flesh and blood

<h-d> in order to be a partaker of His divine nature we have to see the promise of the resurrection

<opentext> It is all a matter of that when we go to fellowship with Father, we have to have that expectancy that He is going to reveal more of Himself to us, as we sincerely seek that deeper relationship with Him.

<opentext> One can no longer rely on that which the lower nature thinks that it understands, but rather of seeking His Spirit to reveal to us the deep things of God.

<opentext> 2 Pet 1:18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: (KJV)

<opentext> His sheep hear His voice, and if they hear His voice, then they will hear that which Father desires His children to see.

<opentext> The new life will continue to grow in the heart, and the Word written in your heart, will be clearer and more legible for the world to read.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> many people seek Gods grace to be revealed in the outward, and miss the fact

that it is revealed to the inner man

<greg> Gal 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV)

<opentext> very good point greg...separated from all ties to the lower nature, so that we

are able to hear Father's voice and counsel.

<greg> and once they see the inward, then they are not concerned with building up the

outward, or making booths and such shrines.
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