Bible Study Monday 21 July 2003

<chosen> Father we thank you for this day and for all that you have abundantly blessed us with in Christ,... we pray that the eyes of our understanding would be enlightened by your Word this day as we allow you to perform the work within us that we have need of,... we thank you for these things through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Matt 17:1-3, 1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, at this time, Jesus Christ was about at the end of His public ministry here on this earth. And we are able to observe that He took the three that were closest to Him, and brought them up onto the mountain side to hear and observe that which He wanted to share with them.

<opentext> Often times as one reads the gospels, they can see the disciples and followers amazed at the power and authority that Jesus Christ made available to them, and so were thus captivated and enthralled at the miracles, signs and wonders that took place.

<opentext> Matt 17:4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. (KJV) 

<opentext> Now, isn't it interesting, that Peter knew who the other two that were with the Lord. And in knowing that, had to also understand that they were no longer here on the earth.

<opentext> In spite of what Peter saw and understood, he still tried to bring it back to the carnal understanding. How often do you do this, when the Lord tries to show you new revelation concerning us and our relationship with Him?

<chosen> in some areas i do at times

<diligently> have done this a few times in the past that Father has brought to my attention .

<opentext> His kingdom is not of this world, yet, how often does one try to establish their presence here, rather then preparing themselves, for the place that He has prepared for us in His kingdom?

<chosen> when focused on the fleshly desires

<opentext> How often are we like the disciples, and try to get the Lord to remain here, rather then allowing Father to reveal to us those things that He has prepared for those that love Him?

<chosen> at times

<diligently> am sure i have done this.

<opentext> Matt 17:5-6, 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, as mentioned a bit earlier, that the disciples were often captivated by the outward signs and miracles, just as many are today. Here, we can see and hear Father communicating to us, that this is His beloved Son in whom He was well pleased, and that we should hear Him.

<opentext> Paul tells us that faith, (that ability to hear, believe and trust God) is by hearing the Message once delivered by and through Christ. Jesus Christ spent 3 1/2 years delivering this message to the disciples, and yet were they more concerned with the by-product of the Message, or the Message itself?

<diligently> both

<chosen> the by-product of the message

<at-peace> at that time, the by-product of the Message

<opentext> How often are you more concerned and focused in and on the by-product of the Message, rather then seeing the intended purpose and plan of the Message?

<diligently> we are more concerned with the message of my Father in all He asks of me daily

<opentext> Jesus Christ took them to this place, to show them the results of obedience to the Message Father had Him deliver to them. Thus, why if you will notice, that Father said that we are to "hear Him"!!!

<opentext> John 17:24-25, 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. (KJV) 

<opentext> Jesus Christ was showing them that which was awaiting those that would be obedient to that which Father would ask of them. Thus why Paul tells us, that without faith, without hearing and obeying Father's counsel, it is impossible to please Him. And we should all know, that all that Jesus Christ did, was to please Father.

<opentext> How often does one do things seeking self gratification, rather then doing that which will be pleasing to Father?

<diligently> only when they are in the flesh, if we stay in the spirit we will be pleasing to Father all times. the peace of God that passeth all understanding.

<chosen> whenever i give in to my flesh

<opentext> How often are we like the disciples, and get caught up in the moment, and want to build tents for the Lord, rather then stepping into His kingdom (being a partaker of His divine nature), which is not of this world?

<opentext> Today, will you hear all that Father has for you, so that you will be able to be a participant in His purpose and plan for you?

Copyright © 2003 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
