Bible Study Wednesday 2 July 2003

<at-peace> thank you Father for this day and time of fellowship that we may learn and grow in our relationship with you and in grace and in the knowledge or our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to your praise, honor, and glory.

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

James 1:25 But the man who looks closely into the perfect law -- the law of liberty -- and continues looking, this man will be blessed in his deed because he is not a hearer who forgets, but a doer who does.

<opentext> Looking closely, examining, intimately seeking, that perfect law of faith which is able to facilitate and maintain our liberty that is only in Christ. A good analogy of this, is that if one gets a prescription, reads up about it, knows that it will bring about healing for that which ails them, yet only ever looks at the bottle, what good will the remedy do for a person?

<disciple> nothing <chosen> no good <diligently> not a thing

<at-peace> the letter killeth... just looking at it does no good

<opentext> Yet, how often does one hear the Word, recognize what it says and asks of them, and will even nod their head in agreement with it, but never apply it, never live it, what good will it be to them and for them?

<diligently> none at all

<disciple> once they have heard, they are openly rebelling against Father if they do not obey the Word...nothing good can come from that

<chosen> like a foolish man that built his house on the sand

<opentext> Luke 10:31-32, 31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. (KJV)

<opentext> Wouldn't these be good examples of those that knew the Word, knew what it said, but did not practice at all that which they preached and proclaimed?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Luke 10:33-35, 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. (KJV)

applied all that He knew sparing no expense.

<opentext> It does no one any good if they have the Word memorized in their head, but never live or apply that which they have heard. Obedience to His Word; this is what the relationship with the Father is all about. Learning, applying, living in that which the Word asks of His children. Yet, how easy is it to look at and observe what others are doing and try to imitate that, rather then hearing that which Father has for us, and is asking of us?

<chosen> when our focus is in the wrong direction

<disciple> used to be easy...it is much more difficult, now, as i learn daily to recognize His voice

<opentext> Isn't this why it is so imperative, that we examine, weigh the evidence that God presents before us, so that we have a clear understanding of that which the law of faith is asking of us?

<disciple> yes, it is <chosen> yes <at-peace> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> It is amazing that people will do whatever it takes to get ahead in this world, and yet miss eternity. What would happen if people applied themselves as greatly to that which God asks of them, as they do towards their earthly goals?

<disciple> they would be obedient and pleasing to Father most of the time

<diligently> unspeakable joy 1pet 1:18

<opentext> Luke 9:25, For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? (KJV)

<chosen> laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven

<opentext> Paul tells us that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither entered into the heart of man...the things that God has prepared for those that love Him. As long as one tries to base a relationship with God in anything but the spirit, in fill accordance with the law of faith, they will not be able to properly examine the evidence that has been placed before them.

<opentext> Though the evidence is plainly there in front of them, the god of this world blinds them, so that they are not able to see and observe those things that God has prepared for those that love Him.

<opentext> The law of liberty must mean the Gospel; it is a law, for it imposes obligations from God, and prescribes a rule of life; and it punishes transgressors, and rewards the obedient. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> The grace of God, has made available full adoption into His family for anyone that will properly examine and apply the evidence that He has given. Yet, how often is one eager and willing to fulfill their obligation, that they might be counted as one of His?

<diligently> should be of most eagerness

<disciple> i find joy in obeying Father, and sadness when i disappoint Him...those in the flesh could care less

<chosen> needs to be all the time, moment by moment

<at-peace> that is the desire of my heart.... a matter of weeding out the distractions

<opentext> Paul tells us that we are to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice; wholly and acceptable unto Him. Paul also tells us that God loves a cheerful giver. Is one always cheerful in doing that which Father asks of them?

<disciple> not always...am learning daily not to grumble, but to obey joyfully

<at-peace> the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak... the flesh grumbles

<chosen> sometimes the flesh may complain, but learning to keep it imprisoned

<opentext> Does one always present themselves wholly to God, or does one have the tendency to hold a bit back, or in reserve?

<disciple> most hold back a bit in some area

<opentext> What if Jesus Christ would have held a bit back?

<disciple> we wouldn't have the opportunity for fellowship with Father that we do now

<chosen> there'd be no hope for us now

<diligently> none of us would be what we are today, Fathers word would be of no good for us

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of presenting yourself to God, that living sacrifice. If you properly read and apply the evidence given, it will be a whole and perfect sacrifice to Him, which will be pleasing in His sight. How attentive will you be this day, to the evidence the law of faith presents before you?
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