Monday, April 22, 2013

John

John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.  (KJV)

John 4:23-24 But a time is coming indeed, it is already here when the real worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and reality, for the Father is looking for just such worshipers. 24 God is a spiritual Being, and His worshipers must worship Him in spirit and reality."  (Williams NT)

I wanted to bring this point up before we moved forward in our text, especially the end of verse 24 which uses the term reality. This is a reality check for all believers if they are truly going to move forward in their walk with the Lord. Many today still hold to outward literal interpretations of the Word, instead of looking deeper and seeing the spiritual meaning. My prayer today is that you will put your spiritual headphones on and drown out all the other noises and doctrines you have heard in the past and give ear to what the Spirit has to say. 

John 15:1-3 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  (KJV)

Keep in mind the fact that this tree of life we are looking at in the verse above is a spiritual one. You are a Spiritual being which requires living spiritual waters for drinking, as well as cleansing.  Let’s put away the childish doctrines we have heard in the past that keep dealing with the outward man, and start looking within. 

Leviticus 8:4-7 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  5 And Moses said unto the congregation, this is the thing which the LORD commanded to be done.  6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.  7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith.  (KJV)

[washed them with water] Moses caused them to bathe entirely (compare <Lev. 16:4>), not merely to wash their hands and feet, as they were to do in their daily ministrations. See the marginal reference. This bathing, which the high priest had also to go through on the day of atonement, was symbolic of the spiritual cleansing required of all <2 Cor. 7:1>, but especially of those who had to draw near to God to make reconciliation for the sins of the people <Heb. 7:26; Matt. 3:15> (from Barnes' Notes)  

According to the old law before the priest could enter the temple to do his duty and bring the prayer requests before the Lord they would have to be washed.   For you to go to the Lord you need to be washed as well; however, He desires to see spiritual people washed with spiritual living waters.  In other words, He is not concerned with the outward, but something that now cleanses the inward.  Which realm are you in today?

God bless dearly loved, and have a very prosperous day in Christ Jesus our Lord.
