Bible Study Wednesday 29 January 2003

Are you following the lower nature, or Christ?

Romans 8:5-6 For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature, and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit. 6. For to be thinking the things suggested by the lower nature means death, but to be thinking the things suggested by the Spirit means life and peace. (Williams New Testament)

Regardless of what a person may think, they are following something or someone. What is critical for the Christian, is that they realize, that is, come to the understanding of how they should be following the example that Jesus of Nazareth set in being obedient to the Spirit of Christ. 

[For they that are after the flesh] And here is the great distinction between Jews and genuine Christians: the former are after the flesh-- are under the power of the carnal, rebellious principle; and consequently mind, relish, the things of the flesh-- the things which appertain merely to the present life; having no relish for spiritual and eternal things.  

[But they that are after the Spirit] They who are regenerated, who are born of the Spirit, being redeemed from the influence and law of the carnal mind; these relish the things of the Spirit-- they are spiritually minded, and pass through things temporal, so as not to lose the things which are eternal. And this, which in these apostolic times distinguished between the carnal Jew and the spiritual believer in Christ, is the grand mark of distinction between the nominal and the real Christian now. The former is earthly minded, and lives for this world; the latter is spiritually minded, and lives for the world to come. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Romans 8:6 For to be thinking the things suggested by the lower nature means death, but to be thinking the things suggested by the Spirit means life and peace. (Williams New Testament)

To live under the influence of the carnal mind is to live in the state of condemnation, and consequently liable to death eternal. Whereas, on the contrary, the one who is spiritually minded has the life and peace of God in his soul, and is in full prospect of life eternal. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Observe, 1. The end and condition of all carnally-minded persons, so remaining and still continuing, it is death; always demeritoriously, that which deserves death; and sometimes actually, it procures and hastens the sinner's death; but especially it exposeth to an endless and eternal death.
Observe, 2. The sweet fruit and joyful issue of spiritual-mindedness, it is life and peace.

1. It is life, it is eternal life initially, and it leads to eternal life ultimately. Grace is the first degree of glory, and the glory but the highest degree of grace.

2. It is peace; to be spiritually-minded, lays the foundation of peace with God, with conscience, with the world; the fruit of righteousness is peace, quietness, and assurance forever. (William Burkitt Commentary)
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